
Decision No. 

BEFORE T'.a.B RAIL.'qOAD CO~.aSSION OF TEE S~TE OF C.:U.IFORNIA. 

III -che ~tter of the Investige.tioIl 
on the Commission's own motion into 
the business and o~eretion of EO~AP~ 
H. BABIN as a ~rotor Ce:r1er Tre.ns-
po~tation Agent. 

) 
) 
) Case No. 3741. 
) 
) 

E. C. Lucas and Orla St. Clair, by Orle St. Clair, 
tor ?acit1c Greyhoun~ L1nes, Inc.~ 

Orle: St. Cla.ir tor Motor Carriers .A.:5soc1ation" 
Robt. Bre~an and~. F. Brooks. byr~.F.Brooks, 

tor ~e Atchison, Top)ka. &" Santa Fe 
Railway Company, 

Howard R. Babin in propria Persona, Respondent. 

BY THE COMlcrSSION: 

OPINION 

this is an investigation, on the Commission·s own 

~otion, into the business ~d operation or Howerd E. Babin as 
a Motor Carrie:!" TraDSporta.tion Agent. 

Public hearings on this investigation were con-

ducted by Expmjner Handford at San FranciSCO, the matter was 

duly sub:llitted.. and it is now ::-ead.y tor decision. 
Miss :Iazel Eull, an em.ploye or the Better Btts1-

ness, Bureau, testified that on Novem.ber ~, 1933", she went to 

the St. ~e:low :Iotel in Se.:l Fra!:.clsco. The wit:l.ess interviewed. 

respondent aud waS quoted a rate o~ rive Dollars as the auto-
mobile tare San FranciSCO to Los Angeles. h1tness observed 

two telephones installed at the travel bureau of the hotel. 

NomaD. 5". ?.obothe:n, employed as Ins:'t)ector by the 

P~i1roed Co~ss1on, testified that he accompanied Miss HUll, 

the previous witness, on her visit to the St. ~a:rlo ..... Hotel, 
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• 
San Francisco on Novem.be: S, ~933. This witness saw respO!ldent 

nogotiating with Miss Hull regarding trans?ortat1on and also saw 
a book on respondent·:!: desk conta1ni:g entries ot tre.ns:portation 

sold. ~11 tness: also testified that he had seen respondent nego-

tiating ro~ transportation at the King Edwa~d Hotel in Los Angeles, 

)Vi tness having been accompanied. at the. t time by- Miss ~i~:~1nson 

or the Be tter Business Bu!"e.c.u ot~ "I..os'J..ngeles. 

Mrs. Marion Forsee, en employe. or the Motor Ce.rrlers 

Associa.tion, testified thc.t on Februa.."'7 8,. 1934, she arranged e.t 

the Golden State Eotel, San Francisco tor automobile transporta-

tion, San Francisco to los Angeles. Later in the day she was 

picked u:p. e:t her residence in San :F:'ancisco and. was transported 

to los Angeles Via Gilroy~ Pecheco Pass. Fresno, Bakersfield and 

the Ridge 30ute, beinG del!vered 1n los Angeles at the Hotel Ros-

lyn. Witness :paid responde:rt ~5.00 as tare trom san Francisco 

to los Angeles and the car contained tour other pessengers. Re-

spondent also went to los Angeles on th~ same· car. No license 

1'l8. te w:e.s on the car, there, be:tng .a red tag eli splaye~ on the wind.-

shield. 
The record in this proceeding is clear that E. H. Babin 

has acted as a. Motor Carrier ~ans?o:rtat1on Agent and without a 

licence so to do as require' by the provisions ot Chapter 390~ 

Statutes or 1933. 
An order to cease and desist th1s unlawtul ope~tion 

should issue herein. 

An order or this Co~1ssion r1nding an operation to be 

unle.wtul and directing tha.t it be discontinued is in its effect 

not unlike an injunction issued by a court. A. Violation 01: such 

order const1tutes e cont~pt of the Co~1s~ion. The California 

Constitution and the Public Utilities Act vest the Co:mn.1ss1on with 
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power and e:uthori ty to ptt:lfsh tor oontetlpt in the sse llla!lZler and 

to the s~e extent as oourts or reoo~d. In tae event a party is 

adjudged guilty of conte::Il.!'t, e. tine :IJlJ.Y be i:l.posed 1n the a:nO'tUlt 

or $500..00, or he ::nay be 1mp~l soned to~ 1"1 ve (S} days, ar both • .. . . 
c.c.? ~eo. 1218; ~otor Freight Terminal Comnany'v. Brey~ S7 C.R.C 

c 
22"; re Bell and Reyes. 37 C.?.C. 437; Wem.uth v. Starn:oer. SQ. C.R .. C. 

458; Pioneer Exoress Com-;,anz v-. Keller, 3:> C.R.C. 57l. 

It should also be ~oted that a person who violates an order 
or the ~0m:n1ss10n is gt!11 'tj 0:' a m1sde:neanor eJld 1s pun1.she.ble by 

a tine not exceeding ~1000.00, or by imprisonment in 'the county je.11 

not exceed1ng one year, or by both such tine end impriso~ent~ Like-

'lise. e. patron or other person ... ho abets 0:- aids in t:b.e Violat10n or 

an o::-der or the Com:.ission is gu1lty or a m.1sde:n.eanor and is pUIllsh.-

able in the s~e ~er. 

ORDER ----.-
IT IS r~Y FOu1r.D that Eo~ard E. Babin has acted as a Motor 

Carrier Transportation ~ent and without a license so to eto as is 

re~u1red by the proVisions o~ Chapter ~90, Statutes o~ 1933. 

Based upon tile find.ing b.erein and the opinion, 

IT IS liEEBY O?D~ that Eovm:d :0:. Be.bin s!::.e.ll cease and de-

sist, d1rectly or 1ndirectly, 0::" by any sub~erruge or device f'rom 

continuing such o?er~tion. 
IT IS EEr'...:EBY ?URTlOU:R O?D3..-=t::.""D the. t the Secreta...""Y o~ th1 s Com-

mission shell cause a cert1!"it"1ed copy 0:' this deo1s:ton to be per-

sonally served upon Eoward E. Bab1n. and that he ce.u~e eert1t1ed 

eopy thereot to be :,!!fliled to the Distr10t ~tto;::ney ot the C1ty 

end Cott.t.ty or Se:r F::-ancisco. 



The effective date o~ :his order shall be twenty (20) 

dayo e.t'te:- the cia.te' of servioe u.pon responde:l.t, Howard. H. Babin ... 

Dated at San Frenc1sco~ California, 'Chic l;;::~ d.ay or 
It? i~ 

J.z..v.":k'~ f- ,19~4 ... • 


