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BY TEE COMMISS:::ON -

OPINION 

By complaint tiled on August 16, 1933, eom~la1nant, 

Certificated Highway Carriers, Inc., charges George Ringwald 

with unlawful co~n carrier operations by auto truok betwe0n 

Los Angeles and Blythe, ca11rcrnia, and serving also as inter­

mediate points var10us Cities, points and commucit1es and other 

pOints e.c.route. 

Defendant denies all or the allegations contained in 

said complaint. 

public heariags on said complaint were held before 

Exam1ner Satte:wb.1 to at Blythe ac.d Los Ac.geles, the :c.atter was 

duly submitted and is now ready tor decision. 

The facts developed at the hearing may be summarized 

'briefly as follows: 

For about two years last past defendant has regularl~ 

operated e. truek a.c.d semi-trailer oetweell Blythe, Los Ac.gel(;;$ 

e.c.d ~terl:lediate pOints on a 'b1-week11 schedule. He has 

entered into arrangements with approx~ately twelve merohants 

at Elythe to purchase tresa tru1te, vegetables J produce, 

groceries, dry goods, hardware, farming 1mple:c.ents a..o1 oth'er 



eommod1ties, and transports said commodities tr~ the 

wholesale houses at Los Angeles and adjacent pOints to the 

store door ot the merchants at Blythe. The price to be 

paid. by th.e merehants tor the goods is dete=m.1ned by the 

prices sh.owA 1n the catalogue issued by the wholesale houses, 

eJld to this priee is added a varying charge sufficient to 

eo~pensate defendant tor the cost 01' transportation. It 

1$ apparent trom this record that the purchase ot commodities 

is an aceommodatioA to merchants and is ineidental to de~endantYs 

main business ot transportat1o~ • Defendant's method o~ . , 

operation is not mater1ally difterent from that condemned by 

tae Commiss10n as ~lawtul in Sacr~ento Northern Railway va. 

Dickinson, Case No.3394, Dec1sion No.25907. 

A cease aad desist order should issued. 

An "rder ot this Com.::Ussio!l !'inC1llg an operation to be 

unlawtul and directing that it be discontinued is in its effect 

not unlike an injunction issued by a court. A violation 01' 

such order constitutes a contempt ot the Commission. The 

California Constitution and the Public Utilities Act vest the 

Commission wi tb. power and authority to punish tor cont empt in 

the same manner and to the same extent as cou:ts ot record. 

In the event a party is adjudged gu1lty ot contempt, a tine may 

be imposed in the amount or $500.00, or he may be imprisoned 

tor r1ve (5} days, or both. C.C.P. Sec. 1218; Motor Freight 

Term1nal co. v. Bray, 37 C.R.C. 224; :e Ball and Hayes, 

37 C'.R.C. 407; Wormuth v. Stamoer, 36 C.B.C. 458; Pioneer Enress 

Company v. Kellerl.. 33 C.R.C. 571. 

It shou.ld a1 so be noted that under Sect10n 8 or the AU to 

Truck Act (Statutes 1917, Chapter 213, as ~ended), a person who 

v~ates an order or the Co~ssion is guilty or a ~sde~eanor 

and is punishable by a tine not exceeding $1000.00, or by 

imprisonment 1n the county jail not exceeding one year, or by 

both such tine and 1~p!"1sonment. Likewise a shipper or other 

pe~son wao aids or a~ets in the violation 01' an order 01' the 
2. 



• • 
Comm1ssioD. 1s gu1ltY' ot: e. m1sdemeanor and 1s pun1shable 1.e. the 

same m.a.c.!ler. 

ORDER 

IT IS :S:EREBY FOUND. that Geo:ge Ringwald is operat1ng as a 

transportat1on company ao define! in sec~lon 1, Subd1Vision (c) 

ot tae Auto Truck Act (Chapte= 213, Statutes 19l?, as amended), 

wi tho CCtmlO!l carrier status 'bet'llee.n Blytb.e and 1.03 J.nge1 ea and 

intermediate pOints and without a certificate o~ public conven­

ience and neeesslt1 or pr10r right authorizing such operations. 

Based uPOJl th e f1D.ding herein and the opinion,. 

IT IS ~~y ORDERED that George Ringwald sh.all cease and 

desist directly or indirectly or by ~y subtertuge or device tram 

cont1nuing such operat1ons. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that the Secretary or this 

Co~ss10n shall cause a ce:t1t1ed copy ot th.is dec1s10n to be 

personally served upon George Ringwald; that he cause cert1fied 

copies thereot to be mailed to the District Attorneys or 

Los Angeles, Orange and Riverside counties, to toe Eoard o~ 

?~bllc Ut1lities and Transportation or the City at Los Aageles 

and to the Department or Public Works, Division or Righ.waY3, 

at Sacramento. 

The e1'fect1ve ~ate o'! this order shall be twenty (20) 

days atter t~e ~e.te or service upon derendant. 

Dated at San Fral cisco, Co.litb reta, tll1s J (,j;(a.a'1 or 
March., 1934. 


