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Decision No.  Feiim iy

BEFORE TEE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
CERTIFICATED FIGEWAY CARRIZRS, INC.,

L

Compleinant,

Case No0.3660

V5
GEORGE RINGWALD,
Deferndsnt,

N N N ol Sargtll sl Nl S N

Lewis A. Clark, for Complairant,

Goorge Ringwald, in propria persona.

BY TEE COMMISSION -
CPINION

3y complaint filed on August 18, 1933, complainant,
Certificated Highway Carxiers, Irnc., charges George Ringwald
with unlawful common carrier operations by auto Lrustk between
Los Angeles aad Blythe, Californie, and serving also as later-
mediate points verious cities, polants and communities and other
roints earoute.

Dergndant denies all of the allegations contained iz
sald complaint,.

Public hearings or sald complaint were held defore
Examiner Satterwaite at Blythe ard Los Angeles, ithe zmatier was
duly submitted and is now ready for declsion,.

The facts developed at +the hearing may be summarized
briefly as follows:

For about two years last past defendant has regularly
operated a truck and semi-traller betweez Blythe, Los Angelss
and intermediate points on a2 bi-weekly schedule. He has
entered irnto arrangements with approximately twelve mercheats
at 2lythe to purchass fresh fruits, vegetadbles, produce,

groceries, dry gzoods, hardwere, farming implexents and other




commodities, and transports said commodities from the
wholesale houses at Los Angeles and adjacent points to the
store door of the merchants at 3Zlythe. The price %o be
paid by the mercheats for the goods is determined by the
prices shown in the catalogue issued dy the wholesale houses,
and t0 this price is added & varying charge sufficleat o
compensate defendant for +the cost of tramsportation. It

is apparenst from this record that the purchase of commodities
is en accommodation to merchants and is incideatal to defendant's
nain business of transportation . Defendent's method of
operation is rnot materially different from that condemned dy

the Commission as unlawful iz Sacremento Northexn Railway vse.

‘Dickinson, Cagse N0.3394, Declsion No0.25907.

A cease and desist order should issued,

An order of this Commission finddng anioperation w0 be
wnlawful and directing that Lt be discontinued is in its effect
not unlike an injunction issued by a court. A violation of
such order constitutes a contempt of the Commission. The
Californie Constitution and the Public Utilities Act vest the
Coumission with power end authority to punish for contempt 1n
the seme manner and to the same extent as courts of record.

In the avent & perty is adjudged gullty of contempt, a fine may
be imposed in the amount of £500.00, or he may be impriconed

ror five (5) days, or bothe C.C.P. Sec. 1218; Motor Freight

Terminal Co. V. Bray, 37 C.R.C. 224; re Ball and Hayes,

37 C.R.C. 407; Wermuth v. Stamver, 36 C.R.C. 458; Ploneer Express

Compeay ve Keller, 33 C.R.C. 571.

‘It should alse be noted that under Section 8 of the Auto

Truck Act (Statutes 1917, Chapter 213, as smended), & person who

vilates an order of the Coumission is zuilty of & misdemeanor

end is punishadle by & fine not exceeding $1000.00, or by
imprisocment in the county jall not exceeding one year, or by

both such fine and imprisonment. Likewise & shipper or other

pevson who aids or spets in the violation of an oxder of tke
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Commission 1s guilty of a misdemeesnor and is punishable in the
same marler.
CRDER

IT IS ZEREBY FOUND. thav George Ringwald 1s operating as &
transportation company sc defirzed in Section 1, Subdivision (¢)
of the Auto Truck Act (Chapter 213, Statutes 1917, as amended),
with cemmon carrier status between Blythe and Los Angeles and
tntermediate points end without & cerxtificate of public convenw
iecce and necessity or prior right authorizing such operations.

Based upon the finding herein and the opinion,

IT IS TSRESBY ORDERED that George Ringwald shall cease and
desist directly or indirectly or by oy subterfuge or device rrom
continuing such operations.

IT IS EERERY TURTHER ORDERED that the Secrotary of this
Commission shall cause & cextified copy of this decislon to de
personally served upon George Ringwald; that 2e cause certified
copies thereof o be mailed to the Disirict Attorneys of
Los Angeles, Orange and Riverside counties, to the Board of
Public Utilities and Trensportation of the City of Los Angeles
and to the Department of Public Works, Division of Highways,
at Sacramento.

The effective date of this order skall be twenty (20)
days after the date of service upon defendant.

Dated at San Fremcisco, Califorrela, this _;_fgjj_/:iay of
Mareh, 1934e
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