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Decision No. Sao il .,

BEFORE TEE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Metter of the Lpplication of
the People of the State of Celifornie,
on relation of the Depurtment of Pu‘olic
Works, for an order guthorizing end
directing the abandomment and removal
from within the State highway of a spur
treck of the Sonthern Prcific Reilr od
located approximately one~Zfourth mile
porth of the Town of Selxx, Fresno
County, California.

Application No. 19291.
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Trenk B. Durkee, for Applicant.
R. 5. Hyers, ro' Southern Pacific Company.
H. Le Se.v‘age for J. M. Buless and Citizens Luxber Co.
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BY TEE COMMISSION:

In this proceeding epplicent seeks an order euthorlizing

enéd directing *he sbandomment of ome of two Industry track con-

nections over a State highway a5 pert of & progrom to widen and

improve State Eighway Route No. 4 (U.S. 99}, to the south of
Fresno.

A padlic heering was conducted Ln this metter by Exzxmizer
Hunter on March 27, 1934. The perties Indicated that i they
were allowed ten days for further negotiations it wes probdedle
an egreement could be reached es to 2 plan of procedure whick
would settle the questioms now &t issue. A4ccordingly the matier
wes held open for a pericd of two weeks during which time an
agreed plan could de filed es part of the record in this procoed-
ing. Under date of Apxil 13, 1934, applicent advised that no
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such ggreement had been reached and the matter, therefore, will
be decided wpon the recoxd adduced at this hearing.

State Highway Route No. 4 extends parallel to and Immed-
lately west of Southern Pacific Compeany’™s right of way of its
medin Sen Joaquin Valley line, ILn the vicinity of the crossings
involved herein, and is the malin hishwe.y througk this wvalley.
The section of the highway under consideration is now 60 feet
vide and is paved to a Width of 20 feet with 3=-foot shoulders.
applicant ha.ﬁ wnder way & plez to widen the highway to 90 feet,
all of which is to be graded and ifmproved with a JI0-Loot pave~
ment. This improvement fis to extend over a disteance of zbout
two iles fxrom the end o the new paved section south of Fresno
to the northerly limits of the Town of Selma and iLs sstimeted
t0 cost gpproximately $100,00C. Nurnds are now avzilable for
this work end epplicant desirez $0 proceed with same at &n early
date. The tralfic on the highwey ranges from 3,000 to 4,000
vehicles pex day.

At thiz time Southern Pacific Company mainteins exnd
operztes an Industry siding 700 feet in length, off its main
line, loczted at « point about ome-quarter of & mile north of
the Town of Selma. This siding crosses State Elghway Route Ko.
4 at two points and was constructed about thirty years ago %o
serve industrisl propexty located to the west of the State high-
wey, the present owners of which sre the Assoclated 0Ll Company,
Citlizens Lumber Compeny, and J. M. Ealess.

Applicant®s plan of effecting this higkwey improvement
contemplates acouiring 30 feet of nrivate property along the
west side of Route No. 4 and chifting the sald siding o the
west if".'.t is to remein. It is the contention of applicant
that one crossing over %She highway will afford Southern Pacilic
Company reasonsble access to the infustrial property now served

by this siding and that it is in pudlic interest to eliminate
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umnecessary crossings over such axn importent highway, botk
frox the standpoint of public safety and economy iz maintexnaxce.
VSouxhern Deelfic Company takes the poszition thet 1if the
owmexs of the industriel droperty are satisflied with the track
layout, as proposed by apvlicent, it will zot oppose the grant-
ing of this applicstion, otherwise it desires to go along with
the wisﬁes of the propexty owners. Witnesz for the railroad
testified tha%t while & track with oze connection over the high-
way would not afford the same Llexidility of operationm aZ is
at presont offexed with two conmeetions, & single contact %o
the main line would permit of readering reasonable rallxoed
service to this industrial property particularly in view of
the fact that there Lls =« passing track adjacent to the main
line at this point which permits the toain erew Vo meke ~un
around movements In switching off the main line. It wus estli-

mated that the structural cost incident to carrying out appli-

cant's track plan would amount to about %5,000.

wo of the three vpropexty owners were reprelenved at
the kearing, viz., J. M. Euless and Virgil C. Schoememen for
the Citizenc Lumber Company, euch teking the position that the
rail servico under applicantts plan would be infexrior 10 That
now available. At one time fruit and wine shipments werc made
from these properties; however, since the wirnery om the propexty
of the Citizens Lumber Company bduraed down some two years ago, 2o
service other *han that to the Assocliated Qil Compeny has been
performed on this siding. Exhidit No. 2 shows that during the
years 1932 and 1933 only four cars were moved over this sidisg,
which were deliveries to the Associated 0il Compony’s plant.
Several witzesses testified that If one of the two Teil

connections wes abolished, as proposed herein, it would edd %o




the cost of handling freight shipments, in that cars would have

0 be moved oftener with one conuection ther with two and in

the case of fruit shipments pertieslly=-lozded cars wouwld have

to be draced to prevent damage to the shipment Lif +hey were

moved &uring the time the car was being loaded. It was also

shown that there 1s a prozsidility of the winery deing recoa-
structed on the Lumber Company's property and 1t was contended that
= double connection Would be more attractive %o the lessee of this
property than would de thc case 1if oze of the ¢oxmectlions were re-
moveds It was thelr further contention that the existing good
rallroad fzeilities greatly enhanced the value of this potenticl
industric) property and that any change in the track layout which

would maxe opexation less Llexible would tend o decrease the value

of the proverty.

After coarefully concidering the recoxd in this proceeding
it appears that this Iindustrial property would be afforded reason-
able railrocd sexrvice with one track connection over the highway.
The two connections $0 the main line may kave some advantage over
oae; however, this advantage must be weighed ggainst the dis-
advantage of having an additional Yrack over such an important
righwey, both from %he standpoint of reducing hazaxrd to vehicular
traffic and the resultant saving iz maintenance expense. It 1s
in public interest to eliminate grade crossings whore reasonably
possidble and it eppears that this is such o case, therefere, tke
following order will provide that Southern Pacific Compeny will
be required to remove one 02 the two connsctions, preferably the
oze to the rorth opposite the Assoclated 0Ll CompanyT™s property
as this track will not be in a position to sexve the 0Ll Company*s
duildings after the highwey 1s widened. I, however, it Is do-

terained that 2 more suitedble location can be fomnd for & track

e




crossing over the highway 0 serve these propertics, the Com—
mission will authorize such new crossing to replace the Two
existing ones.

A public hearing having beez held in the above entitled
proceeding, the metter belng wnder submission and now rezdy for
¢ecision,

Im IS EEREZSY ORDERED that Southern Paclfic Compuny be
and 1t Is heredby directed to construct or reconstruct, maintain
and operate over only omne spur track crossing with State Zighway
Route No. 4 in sexrving the industrial properties now held by the
issocieted 01L Company, Citizens Lumber Company, and J. M. Euless,
located & guarter of a mile north of Selma, in Fresuno County,

shovr on Exhidit "A" attached to the application, and to remove

any and all other traciks across tke highway, subject, however,

$0 the following conditions:

(1) Southern Pacific Compeny shall, within
thixty (30) days Ifrom the date of this
order, Getermine the location it desires
for such & csingle spur track crossing and
80 advise the parties to this proceeding
erd the Commiscion, and the mork of rearraxng-
ing and removing the tracks shall be com-
pleted By the reilroad within rninety (90)
Ceys from the date of this order.

The entire expense of coznstructing or rew
constructing the spur track prescribded herein,
together with the coat of removing other track
or tracks, shall be borme by applicant. Tke
cozt of meintencnce of that portion of =ald
crossing outside of lires two (2] feet outside
of the outside reils shall e borne dy appii-
cent. The maintenance of that porition of the
crossing between lines two (2) Teet outslide of
the outside rails shell de dorne dy Southern
Pacific Compeny. Southern Pacilic Company
skell perform all actual work of comstructing
the crossing between lines two (2) Leet out-
side of the outside ralils.




The cros...ing shall be constructed of & width
of not less then forty (40) Leet and withk
grades of cporoack not grezter than two (2)
per cent; sheall Ye constructed equal or
superior to Type showm as IJtandard Neo. 3 in
ovr Generzl Order No. 72; and skell de pro-
tected dy two (23 Standerd No. L crossing
slgns as spnecified Iin our Gereral Oxder No.
756. ALY train movements over this crossing
shall be preceded by a memder of the tradn
¢rew Or some other competent exployee of
Southern Pacific Company zc¢ting as flagman

te protect treffic on the highway. At all
times when trains are pessing over or occu-
pying the crossing during night kours Southern
Paciftic Compeny shell maintain huwnan Lloguan pro-
tection on exeh =ide of the crossing <o warn
vebicular traffic of seid trzin movements. The
crossing shall in every way be made sultadble for
the passage thereon of vehicles and other »o&d
traffic.

Applicent hall, within thirty (30} deys there~
after, notily this Commission, in m'ting, ot
the completicn of the Znstallation of said

crossing and of its coxpliance with the con-
ditionz hereof.

The Commiszsion reserves the right +0 meke such
Tuxther ordexs relative to the location, con-
struction, operation, muintenznee and p*o‘aec‘cion
of said crossing as t0 1t may soex right ané pro-
rer and to revoke Lts permission Lf, in its

Judgment, public convenlence and nece sity de-
mand such action.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20}
gays from the &ate hereof. "

Dated at Sen Frepcisco, Celiforniz, thic 232X ey
of &prm’.; 19%4.
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