
Decision No. 

BEFORE rre:s RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STA':'E OF CAI.IFOR.~U 

) 
In the Matter ot the J.pp11cation of ) 
l'!ONT'::PEf COmITY W.A.T'ZR CO~J.lry, eo ) 
cor~oration, tor ~erm1ssion to aban-) Application No. 19298. 
don an irrigation canal. ) 
------------------------------) 

Morrison, Rohteld, Foerster, 
ShUQan & Clark, by C.F. Lacey, 
tor applicant. 

Walter E. Norris. £or certain 
con.sumers. 

3u$sell T. Rob1n~on, ror 
l1argaret A.. Jacks. 

FI TEE C O~lMISSI ON: 

o P ! ~r ! 0 N 

This is an application tiled by Monterey Co~ty Water 
Company, a corporation, asking permission to abandon agricultural 

irrigation service hereto!ore rendered by it in the County ot 

~ontcrey near the City of Soledad. 

A public hearing in this :atter was held betore ~iner 

MacKall in Soledad. 

This co~pany was organized in 1901 to supply water prin-

cipally for the :rrigation of sugar beets in the general vicinity 

of Soledad. riater was obtained from the Salinas River, San 

Lorenzo Creek l, and J...rroyo SecO River. ",1'.llile at the outset the 

systerr. e~braced some thirty-three miles of canals and at one time 

supp11ed water to somewhat in excess or 2,600 acres, the project 
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was never successtu1. The watc~ supply was available only in 

the winter and ee.rly spring and when req,uired tor irrigation 

purposes was entirely inade~uate. Since 1915, all but nineteen 

miles or the ditch system k=owr. a~ ca~81 ~c~ headi~g in the 

Arroyo Seco River has been sold or abandoned through orders pre-

viously issued by this Co~ssion. (Decision No. 2745 (Septem-

ber 7, 19:5), 8 C.R.C. 51; Decision !~o. 4410 (J~~ 19, 1917), 

13 C.R.C. 391; Decision No. 11157 (October 23, 1922), 22 C.R.C. 

449; Decision No. 16119 (March S, 1926), 27 C.R.C. 712.) 

According to the ev1de~ce, the book cost of operat1ve 

properties as ot ~eceober 31, 1933, was ~28,lS6. Since 1931, 

but ~164 have been received by the c~pany 1n revenues for water 

sold, all in the yeer 1932, no 7.ater having been sold in either 

1931 or 1933. 

?rac tically all T.a tel' users under this canal sys te.m. 

~ere present at tte hearing ~nd all agreed that the continued 

operat10n o~ the canal was no longer !easible econom1cally. 

~p:p11cant ~or several years cas offered to g1ve or lease the 

system to the consumers to operate as a mutual water company or 

otherWise and, althouG~ thirty ~ayc trom date ot tearing wa~ 

given said consuners to act on ttis proposal, they have tailed 

to accept the ofter. All tor:er irrigators now obtain water 

trom their own wells or fro~ other sources. Under such c1rcum-

stences, this Co~ss10n can do ~ot~1ng further tt~ grant the 

application as requested. 

ORj)ER 

ApDlication as ent1tled above having oeen filed with 
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this Commission, a pub11c hearing having been held thereon, the 

matter heving been subcitted a~d the Co=miss1on being now tully 

advised in the premises, 

IT IS BEREBY ORDERED t~at ~onterey County Water Company, 

a corporation, be ~d it is hereby authorized and directed to dis-

continue, with1n thirty (30) days tro~ tee date of this Order, all 

pub11c uti11~y irr1gat10n service and shall thereafter stand re-

lieved of all l1abili ty and obligat1ons to supply wa,ter service to 

its consumers i~ t~e general vicinity of Soledad. 

For all other purposes, the ettective date of this Order 

shall be twenty (20) days tro~ and after the date hereot. 

Dated. 

or ~,....~ ~~+--___ , 1934. () r 
at San Francisco, California, ~h1s a ~ day 

CO""!"":.iSSloners. 
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