Decision Xoe.

BEFORE TEZE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFCORNIA

Ir the Matter of the Application of

MONTEREY COUNTY WATER COMPANY, =

corporation, for permission to sban~- applicatior No. 19298.
don an irrigation canal.

Morrison, Hohfeld, Foerster,
Shuman & Clarxk, by C.F¥. lacey,
Loz aPPlicant.

Walter E. Noxris, for certain
consSumers.

Russell T. Rodbinsoz, for

Margaret A. Jacks.

BY TEE COMISSION:

This s an epplication filed by lionterey County Water

Company, & corporation, asking permission to abandon agricultural
rrigation service heretofore rendered by it iz the County of
Monterey near the City of Solecdead.

A public hearing in this metter was held bvefore Exeniner
NeaeXall in Soledad.

This compery was organized in 1901 to supply water prin-
cipally for the irrigation of sugar beets in the general vicirity
of Soledad. Water wae obtailned from the Salines River, San
Lorenzo Creek, and Arroyo Seco River. Wkile at the outset the
syctem embraced some thirty-three miles of canals and at one time

supplied water to somewhat in excess of 2,600 acres, the project




was never successful., The water supply was available only in
tce winter and eeaxly spring and when required for irrigation
purposes was entirely inedeguate. Since 1915, all bdbut nineteen
miles of the ditch system known as Cansal "C™ heeding in the
LTTOY0 Seco River has bDeen =o0ld or abandoned through orders pre-
viously issued by this Comzmission. (Decision No. 2746 (Septem-
ber 7, 19.8), € C.2.¢. S1; Decision No. 4410 (Juze 19, 1917),
13 C.R.C. 391; Decision No. 11157 (October 23, 1922), 22 C.R.C.
449; Decision No. 16119 (Mareh &, 1926), 27 C.R.C. 712.)

According to the evideznce, the book cost of operative
properties as of December 31, 1933, was $2€,136. Since 1931,
but 5164 heve been received by the company in reveaues for water
sold, all in the yeer 1932, no water having dbeen sold in either
1931 or 1933.

Practically all water users under this carel system
vere present at the Rearing znd all 2greed that the continued
opcration of the canal was 20 longer feasidle econonically.

ipplicant for several years ras offered to give or lease the

systea to the consumers to coperate a5 a outual water company or

otberwise and, although thirty days from date of hearing wes
glven sald coasunmers to aet on thic proposal, they have failed
t0 accept the offer. ALl former irrigators now obtain water
from theilr own wells or from other sources. Under such ¢ircum-
staences, this Commldssion can do zotauing further thar grant the

application as reguested.

Application as entitled above zeving been filed with




this Cozmission, a public hearing having been held thereon, the
matter lheving been sudmitted and the Commission beirng now fully
advised iz the premises,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Monterey Couaty Water Corpany,
& corporation, be and it is hereby authorized and directed to dis-
continue, within thirty (30) days from the date of this Order, all
public utility irrigetion sexvice and shall +herecafter stand re-
lieved of ell liability and obligastiozs to supply water sexvice to
its consumers in the general vieinity of Soledad.

For all other purposes, the effective date of this Order
shall be twenty (20) dayz from and efter the dste hereol.

Dated at Sen Francisco, California, Ials 24 day

ot Qwﬁq , 1934,
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conmisslioners.




