
Decision No. . ,", ': .'~ : .:~ • 

'-:', BEFORE TB:E RbItRCA.D CO~t£l:SSION OF TEE ST'AXE OF CALIFORNIA. 
t,,:: 
:::--
~ ) 

In the Matte~ ot the ~pplicat1on ot } 
the CO'ON'fi OF CON'l'Rl COSTA., a. polltical ) 
subdiv1s1o:: ot tho State or Cal.1torn1a;, ) 
to widen railroad crossing at grade on l Application No. 19399. 
Byron Highway' across the SouthEl rn Pacific } 
railroad lines in the County ot' Contra. ) 
Costa, State ot Cal1torn1e.. ) ________________________________ 1 

War:ren C'~1I:gb.e:m, For the District Attorney ot 
Co:c.tra Costa Co'QD.ty. 

Roy G .. ::111ebrru:.d, For Sontllern PaeU'1.e Company. 

BY THE CO!&.J:SSrCN: 

OPINION 
---~---

In th.is proceedins the Cottnty ot Contra COsta. asks 

the Co:ml1ss1on to make ::.:.;s order approv1:J.g a pltlll to rtde:n and 

improve e. grade crossing or a county road With Southern Pa.e1t1c 

Company's tracks in the un1ncorvorated Town ot Byron (Cl'oss1ng 

No. B-67.ll and to e.pport1or. the cost between applicant and 

So~thern Pacific Company. 
A ,ubl1e hearing was eond~cted 1n th~s proceeding-by 

Examiner Runter at Martinez on Augttst 21, 193~, ~d the me. tter 

is now ready tor decision. 

':he crossing involved is 0: the county road between 

Concord and Byron. A.pplicant has under way a plan to improve 

this highway~ includ.ing the cross:1.:lg over the SOuthorn Pa.cit1e 

Compa.ny·s trackS involved here:1.~. 

At present this crossing is improved -eo e. w1dth ot' 

about 17 teet. The grades ot approach are about 9 per cent With 
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s.ha~ breaks. ~ t the tra.ck. ~e l:1Ulroad is COllstruC ted on a 

till about five teet above tbe na to::ral grotmd level. 1'!te hiGhway 

cetween Bl"ent1rood and Trac:y- is paved to a Width ot 18 teet and at 

Byron is located parallel to and ~ed1atel~ east or Southern 

Pac1tic Company"s right ot 'Way- The elevation ot tbis highway 

is abottt six teet lower than tb.a.t or the track in the Vicin1.ty 

of' the cross1:c.g.. The tact that tlle grade crossing involved herein 

is located within 150 teet ot highway i~tersect10ns on each side 

ot the track and at considerable d1tte:ence in elevation adds to 

the inconvenience and hazard ot vehicular trartic crossing the 

=n1lroad as well as comp11cat~ the si~t1on With respect to 

improVing this crossing with easy grades or approach. 

The County plans to Widen the crossing to a rt dth o't 

30 teet with S per cent grades ot approach and to provide vertical 

curves connecting the level section ot some 35 teet across the 

track. ~o reduce the grades ot approach to more desirable gradients 

would 1:cvolve e. substantial expendi t-are as 1 t 'fould require rais-

ing the elevation or the ~aved highway to the east as wel~ as the 

less tmportant highway 1~tersect1on to the west. 

The :ra1lxoc..d 1nvo~vee herein is Scttthern Pacific 

the point or crosslng. Trar~c cheeks or tra~e~ over th~a grcde 

crossing taken by Sou.thern Pacific Co~a.ny show the tollorlng: 

· . : :tii~o ot 
24-hour 

Check 

.. &Cliibe: ot : 
;'III:P-e..,.de-s ... --:-A..,....:o..rtO ... --"""!':~Tri~~cki~~:£O~:":I:t~o'='r~eN':ye~l-::e~3~:---: .. .. 

: E::t. No.: :trians :mob11es : & Teams:and B1eye~ea:~1na: 

4 SUnday, 
8-12-34 31 20 263 

5 
321 5S 14 18* 

* Includes 2 switch movements. 
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Trains move over this crosSing at a comparatively' 

h!gh rate ot speed as there is no re3tr1ct1on on the speed or 
either passenger or freight trains. Tho crossing 1e now pro-

tected by one Standexd No. 1 crossing sign. 
The est~ted cost or ~proV1ng this grade cross1ng~ 

as proposed b~ a~plieant, amounts to approximately $1,700. ~e 

principal item 1n this estioate is that to cover the cost or 
con&truct1ng wider and lighter grades ot approach involVing both 

grading and paving, the total estimated cost or which amotmts to 

nouly $1,000. The drainage culverts on each side ot the track 

must USC be lengthened to accoI!I!llOda te the ndened nn which 

the CotUtty est1ma.tes Will cost appl'Oximately $300. 

The record shOW'S that this grade crossing ho..s eX1ste:d 

tor many years. the ra1lroad contends that its track was con-

structed, or at least its right or way aeq,uired, previOUS to 

the t1me this county road was opened. In snpport or this position 

it introduced a copy or the road petition and notes or the County 

Surveyor, dated Apr~ 1872, which ~es ~ention ot the existence 

ot a railroad at the t~e the highWay was surveyed. 

With respeet to the ple.n o~ improving the crOSSing, 

e.pp11ce.nt and tl:.e ra1l.road are in agreement., but they are not 1n 

agreement as: to e.pp¢rt1omnent ot the expense. The county takes 

the position thct the railroad sllot1l.d beer one-he.J1 the expense 

ot 1.mprov1l:rg this crOSsing, including the construct10n and pav1Dg 

or the~dened approaches. On the other hand, the railroad contends 

that the 1 tom ot constru et1.:l.g the a.pproaehes: outside the track area 

is e:lt1rely a highway matter. 

There is nothing shown 1n th1S record to conVince the 

Commission the.t it shoul.d devie.. te trom tb.e more or less generoJ. 
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policy to require the ::ailroe;d. to improve the ex1st1ng used 

cross.ing between lines t..,ro t'eet outside 0": the otttside J%i.LS. 

and to prepare its track to receive the pav~ent on the proposed 

Widened section 0": the crossing. The remainder ot the expense 

should be borne by epplicant. 

II though the conn ty and the railroad take the posi t1on. 

th6.t present t::-att1.c condi tions do not reasona.b~y require the in-

stallat10n ot automatic s1gn~ls tor the protection ot this cross-

~, it appear$ ap?ropr1~te to a.~ounce that it, with the tmprove-

ment ot this highway or !or eJlY other c~llse~ the trarnc over this 

grede crossing matericlly increases 1n the tu ture. the Comm15:o;ion 

'Will require the. t the crossing be provided with 5Ometl:.1.ng more 

effective il:. the way or ~n1n.g devices. than fixed. ·signs. The 

record shows. that su'bsequet:.t to January 1.,. 1926, this cross1ng 

has been the scene ot two grade crossing accidents. 

~er eare~1y considering the record ~ ~18 proceeding 

1 t is concluded that the cotmty"s :plan to 1I:proTe this cross1ng 

s.hould be approved and that the apportio:o::ent of co::t shoulc. 'be 

borne in e.ceord~ce with the program prescribed in the following 

ord.er. 

ORDER ..... --.----
A pub~ic hearing having been he~d in th1~ proceeding 

and the matter being noW' reedy 'tor deCision, 

IT IS BEEBY ORDERED the. t 

I. The County ot Contre. Cos.ta. is au thor1zed to improve 

the grade crossing ot So county :'Cad with the Main L1lle track 

or Southern Pac1fic Compa::.Y' at Byron (Cross.ing No. :3-67.~) , as 

~1'11ed tor herein,. substantially in accordance with the plans 

attached to the app11catlo~ ~d marked EXhibit ~A.~ 



II. ne expense ot eonstra.ct1.ug and maintaining the 

improvemen.t author1zed herein slnll be borne on the tolloWing 

bClsis: 

BY SOO"l'Ri!:m" PACIFIC COMPAl-."'Y: 

ea) ':he entire expense ot 1mp:rov1ng tl:.e exist-
ing used cross1Jlg between lines two teet 
0~ts1de ot the onts1de rails. 

(b) The en t1re expense ot preparing the tracks 
to receive the pavemen.t on that portion 01: 
the proposed neW' crossing outs1de the 11m1 't$ 
ot the use-a. cI"Oss1ng and between Unes two 
teet out~ide ot the oatside rails. 

ecl !.!a1nta1:::. that portion ot the entire cross-
ing between linea two reet outslde or the 
otrts1de rails. 

The remainder ot the expense or constructing 8.ll.d 

maintaining the proposed crosSing and drainage over and above 

tllat assessed to Sonthe::-:l ?a:e1~e Com!'any. 

III. the authority herein granted is SQbject to the tollow-

ing conditions: 

ell 

(2) 

(31 

The cross.1llg sho.ll be eonstl".!cted of' a W'1dth 
of' not less than thirty (30} tee.t and equal 
c:- super10r to the type shown as Standard No. 
2 in the Commiss10nt s General Order No. 72, 
a:ld shall ir. ever:r way be made sui table tor 
the pas~ the:-eon o~ veh1elee and other road 
tratt1c. 

Ap:t'11eent shall~ wi thin tb,1rty (30) days 
thereatter~ notU"y this Co~s310n~ 1n wr1t-
1ng~ ot the completion o~ the installation or said crossing ~nd of its compliance With 
~~: ¥~aQi~lOllS nereO!. 
The author~~t1o~ herc~ g~antod 5~ ~a~e 
and be~otle veld 1! not exercised !1thin on.e 
ell year from the date he::-eot> unl.05S rurthor 
t~o 1~ grante~ by 3ub3c~on~ or~er. 



{41 'l!h.e Commission reserves the right to make 
such tu.r...her orders. relAtive to the locat1on, 
construction, operation,. maintenance and p:ro-
tection o-r sa.1.d cros:s11'.g a.s to 1 t 'lJJe:y' seem. 
rtgttt and proper and to revoke its permission 
it, in its ju'gment, PQb11e convenience and 
necessity denand snch action. 

Tlr'~ authority he:rei~ granted shall become effective 

twenty (20) days t'ro:::n the de. te hereof. 

Dated a.t San F%'ane1sco, ca.J.1to:"tl.ia, this _~/:...J_~ __ 

dIJ:.y- or September, 1934. 

Comm1ssioners. 


