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In the Matter of the Application of

the COUNTY OF CONTRA COSTA, & political
subdivisioz of the State of Californlx,
to widen railrosd crossing at grade on
Byron Highwey across the Southexn Pacific
raeilroad lines in the County of Contra
Costa, State of Californiz.

Application No. 19399.

Wl Bl et Nl Nl M e Y g

Warrez Cinnirgham For the District Attorney of
Corntrs Costa Countye.

Roy G. Zillebrand, For Southern Pacific Compeny.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

OPINICX

In this proceeding the County of Contra Costa asks
the Commission to meke ivs order gapproviizg & plan to widen and
improve & grade crossing of a county roed with Southern Pacific
Compary’s tracks in the unincerporated Town of Byron {Crossing
No. B~67.1l} axd to apportion the cost between applicant azd
Southern Pacific Company.

A pudlic hearing was condmeted in this proceeding-dby
Examiver Hunter ati iartinez or August 21, 1934, and the matter
is now ready for decision.

The crossing involved is oz the county road between
Concord and Byror. 4Applicant hes under way a plan to improve
this highway, including the crossing over the Southoern Pacific
Conpany®s tracks ianvelved herein.

At present this crossing is improved %o & widih of

about 17 feet. The gredes of epproach are adbout 9 per cent with
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sharp bresks . at the ¥rack. The ralilroad 1s constructed on &
111 about fTive feet above the natural ground level. The highway
between Brentwood and Tracy is paved to a width of 18 feet and et
Byron is located parallel to and immediately east of Southern
Pacific Companyts right of way. The elevation of this highway
is gbout six feet lower than that of the track in the vicinity
of the crossing. The fact thet the grade crossing involved herein
is located within 150 feet of highway intersections on each side
of the track and at considerable difference in elevation adds to
the inconvenience end hazard of vehicular traffic crossing the
Tailroad as well as compliceting the situation with respect to
ixproving this crossing with easy grades of approach.

The County plans to widen the crossing to & width of
30 feet with 8 per c¢ent grades of approach and to provide vertical
curves connecting the level sectlon of some 35 feet across the

track. To reduce the grades of approach to more desirable gradients

would irvolve & substantial expeanditure as 1t would require rais-

ing the elevation of the paved highway to the east as well as the
less important highway iztersection to the west.
The railrcad involved herein is Southern Pacific

Compeny*s Mein Sen Joequiz Velley Line ¢ad &5 & 5I1DgLE TTack at

the point Of c¢rossing. Traffic checks of travel over this grede

erossing taken by Sonthern Pacific Company show the following:

Tate of = Nombe= ot :
24=hour :Pedes- : Auto- Trucks :MoT0r Cycles: :
Check :trians :mobileg : & Teams:and Bicycles:Trains:

Sunday,
8=12-34 KIR 263 20 3L 12

Yedneedey,
8=15=34 68 321 55 14
* Includes 2 switch movements.
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Trains move over thils crossirg at & comparatively
high rate of speed as there is no reatriction on the speed of
elther passenger or frelght trains. The c¢rossing is now pro=-
tected by one Standerd No. 1 erossing sign.

The estimated cost of improving this grade crossing,
as proposed by epplicant, amounts to epproximetely $1,700. The
priveipal Item in this estimate is that to cover the cost of
constructing wider ard lighter grades of approach involving doth
grading and paving, the total estimated cost of which amounts to
nearly $1,000. The drainege culverts on each side of the track
must also be lengthened to accommodate the widened 111 which
the County estimates will cost epproximately $300.

The record shows that this grade crossing has existed
for many years. The railroasé contends that its track was con~-
structed, or at least 1ts right of way acquired, previous to
the time this county road wes opened. In support of this position
it introduced & copy of the road petition and rotes of the County
Surveyor, dated ALpril 1872, whickh nekes mention of the existence
of a railroad at the time the highway was surveyed.

With respect to the plean of improving the crossing,

epplicent and the railroad are in sgreement, but they are not in

agreement as to erportioament of the expense. The couxty takes
the position thet the rallroad siould beer one-halfl the expense
of improving this crossing, including the construction and paving
of thewdened epproaches. On the other hand, the ralilroad contends
that the item of comstructing the approaches outside the track area
is eatirely & highway matter.

There i1s cothing shown in this record to convince the
Commission thet it should deviate from the more or less generzl




policy to require the rzilrozd to improve the existing used
crossing between lines two feet outside of the outside rzils
znd to prepare its track to receive the pavement on the proposed
widened section of the crossing. The remeinder of the expense
should be borne dy zpplicant.

Although the county and the railroad take the position
that present traffic conditions do not reasomably require the in-
stalletion of automatic signzls for the protecticn of this cross~
irg, it eppears appropriate to anzounce that if, with the improve-
ment of this highway or for eny other cause, the traffic over this
grede erossing materielly increeses in the future, the Commissien
will require that the crossing bde provided with somethlng more
effective ir the way of weraning devices than fixed signs. The
record shows that subsequeznt to January 1, 1926, this crossing
has been the sceze 0 two grade crossing accldents.

After carefully considering the record in this proceeding
it is corcluded that the county's plax to improve this crossing
should be approved and thet the apporticuzent of coszt shouwld de

borne in accordance with the program prescribed in the following

order.

ORDER

A public hearing having been held in thls procceding
and the matier being now reeldy for decision,
IT IS ESREBY ORDZRED that
I. The County of Contra Costs is authorized to lmprove
tre grade crossing of a county road with the Malrn Line track
of Southern Pacific Compary at Byron (Crossing No. 3~87.l}, &s
spylied for herein, substantially in accordance with the plans

atteched to the application and marked Exhidit TA."




II. Tke expense of constructing and meintaining the
improvement euthorized herein shall be borme on the following

basis:

BY SOUTHERN PACTFIC CCMPANY:

(=)

)

(c}

BY APPLYCANT:

The entire expense of improving the exist-
ing used crossing between lines two feet
outside of the outside rails.

The entire expense of preparing the tracks
to receive the pavement on that portion of
the proposed new crossing ouvtside the limits
of the used crossing and detween lines two
fecet outside of the outside rails.

Mzintain that portion of the entire cross-
ingz between lines two feet outside or the
outside rails.

The remainder of the expense of constructing snd

mainteining the proposed crossing end drainage over and above

that assessed to Southera Peecific Coxpany.

III. The
ing conditions:
(3}

{(2)

(3}

authority herein granted is subject to the follow-

The crossing shall be construceted of & width
of not less than thirty (30} feet znd equal

o> superior to the tyve shown as Standard No.
2 in the Commission's Gereral Order No. 72,
azd shell ir every way be mede suitable for
*he passage thereon of vehicles and other road
tratfic.

Applicent shall, within thirty (30) days
thereafter, notify this Commission, in writ-
ing, of the compIetionr of the imstallation
ol sald c¢rossing and of its compliance with

tae eoRdtilony DeTeel,

The authorization herein granted shall lapse

and decome void I not exercised within one

(1) year from the date hereof unless further
time is granted by subsegquent ordel.




(4} The Commission reserves the right to make
such further orders relative to the locatlon,
construction, operation, maintenance and pro-
tection of said crossirg &s to it nay seem

right and proper and to revoke its permission

iT, in its Jjudgment, public convenience and
necessity demand such action.

s authority herein granted shell become effective
twenty (20) days Lfroz the date hereof.
Dated at San Francisco, Celifornis, this _ // 2%
day of September, 1934.
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Commissioners.




