Decision No.

BEFCRE UEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF WHE STATE OF CALIFORNTA.

In the Natter of the Application

of F. W. GOMPE, as Agext for all )

carriers, perties %o Pacific rFreight Application No. 19507,
Tariflf Bureau Tariff No. 221, C.R.C.

No. 528, for authority to amend Itenx

NoO. 435 of said tarirs,

Edwerd C. genwick, Jeames I, Lyons, Gerald Z. Duffy
and L, N. Bradshaw, ffor applicant.

3Y TEE COMMISSION:

C2INZION

This is en application dy ¥. W. Gowph as egent for all
carriers, parties to Pacific Freight Tarif? Bureau Teriff No. 222,

C.R.C. No. 528, for permission under Section 63 of the Public
Utilities Act t0 amend Section 3 of Item 435-4 of the tariftf, so
as to read as follows:
"here stockyard companies make a charge for
furnishing hoof weights to carriers, such charge
shall acerue against the shipment in eddition
to the rates named in this tariff or other
tariffs governed by the rules published herein.m
The applicetiorn also seeks permission to publish the
proposed rule in comrection with the rates on livestoex in Item
No. 1ll0l-i of Southern Pacific Company's tariff No. 8645-D, C.R.C.
No. 3ll18.
4 public hearing was held at San Frencisco August 23,
1934, before Examiner Geary, and the case beling duly sudbmitted is
now ready for an opiniorn and order.
The usual notices were issued and in additioz individual

potification of the hearing was forwarded %0 principal shippers of

livestock to be affected by the change but no one appeered in

ele




opposition %0 the applicatioxn.

Applicantrs witnesses iatroduced a number of exhibits
showirng the history of the rates and anelysed the livestock move-
ment.

Prior to Jenuary 25, 1932, the dete upon which the
interstate livestock rates were published in accordance with
Decision ir Docket No. 17,000, Pext 9, (176 I.C.C. 1) 2ll rates
within the Stete of Califorania epplying to Livestock were named
in dollars and cents per caxr end no weights were necessary on
which to compute the Ireight charges. At pege 92 of the Inter-
state Commerce Commission decision, the following language is enw
ployed:

"It I1s customary av the lerger markets for the

stockyards company, which weighs the livestock

on the hoof afier it is sold, to furnish those

weights 10 the carriers without charge therefor,

and the carriers use them as tke basis for ~

collection of freight charges.”

Shortly after the changed riates on livestock were pub-
lished, some of the stockyards on the Pacific Coast began the
assessing of & certain amount per car against the carriérs for
furnishing then with the hool weights of the livestock. In
ost cases thls charge was 50 cents per car and is now being
assessed principally et South Sen Francisco and Los aAngeles,

Effective lJay 20, 1933, = rule similar %o the one here
proposed was published in certair interstate tariffs and requests
were made on the Interstate Commerce Commission to suspend the
publication; the petitions, however, were denled end %the rule is
now in elfect on interstate traffic. With two different rules in
the tariffs, an unsatisfactory situation has developed within
California as betwsen the competing carriers. This is fully
illustrated by referring to the shipments of livestock from TesSte
wood, Californie. When the stock moves all intraestate via the

Western Pacific, that carrier mus? sbsorb the charge assessed by




the stockyard companies for furnishing the hoof weight. However,
1T the shipments ere transported via the Southora Pacific Company,
whickh carrier moves the Westwood traflic through Nevada to reach
the same destinations im California, the interstate tariflfs govern,
and the shipper must either furnish the hoof weights or pay
carrier the 50 cent charge Tor securirg the same.

It is a common practice in connection with many commodi-
tles for railroads throughout the United States to accept shippers!
weights (who furnish them without & charge) as the basis for

assessing freight charges and there appears 1o bde no reason wky

this method should not be applied in cornection with the livestock;

especielly in view of the fact that the stock is always hoof
weighed for the bemefit of the buyer und seller. It would also
seem that the stockyards charge the owner of the animasls for the
weighirg and when an additional charge 1s assessed against the
reilroads, the same service is pald for twice.

We are of the opimion thet the arrengement for securing
welights of livestocx or the hoof and the rule in conmection with the
rall charges should ve uniform. TUpon consideration of all of the
facts adove, we are of the opinionm and Tind that the proposed rule

should de permitted to go into effect and the application showld
be granted.

D I

This application having been heerd and submitted,

IT IS -SREBY QRDERED that the applicant ®, w. Gomph, as
agent for all carriers parties to Pacific Freight Texriff Bureau
Tariff No. 221, C.R.C. No. 528,15 hereby authorized to amend
Section 3 of Itexm 435-4, and that the Southern Pacific Company be
authorized to emend Itenm No. 1l0l-a of its tariff No. 645~D,
C.R.C. No. 3118, as set forth in the application. The armended
rule to de publisked iz tariffs effective within 30 days from +the




date of this order and upon not less than ten (10) days notice

in the manmer prescribed in Section 14 of the Public Ttilities
4ct.

Dated at San Fremcisco, Celiformis, this // &  day

of September, l1934.
L il
(
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Commissioners.




