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!n the Matter of A,1)':)lication of 
PETlu.Wl.o.~ and. ~~'"T.A'-i~OSA ~OAD 
COMl?Al\ry tor certifil:ate of pt:.b11c 
convenience and nect~zsi ty ror the 
operation I:>f vessel:: tor the 
transportation ot' ~~11 stuffs 
between Oakland, Al~~edaJ Berkeley 
and. Richmond and ot!Ler ~oi!'lts servlJd 
by its line of rail:'oad and vessels 
operated in conncctlon therewith .. 
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E. J". Foulds) for a?l'licant. 
E. C. Wilcox, for Oakle.nd Chamber of Commerce. 
F. Me=kelbach,~or Albers Bros. Milling Com~any. 
John E. McCurdy, for Poultry Produce~s of Central 

California. 
T. J". Difterding, for Richmond Ch~ber o~ Commerce 

and Parr-Richmond ~e=minal ~or~oratio~. 

BY 7.ffE COMMISSION: 

OPINION 

This is Illl 8.'pp1ication by th~ ?etalUIIl8. and Santa. Roset 

R3.il:'oad under the provisions of Section SOCd) of the Pu.blic 

Utili ties Act for a (!ertitice.te of :public conve'nience aIle. neces­

sity authorizing the o~crat1ons of its vessels to and rrom O~land, 

Alameda, B~rkeley'anc. Richmond for the transportation of grain 

and mill stu!~s only, and only in carload lots, originating at 

or destined. to points located on the Petaluma and Santa Rosa 

Railroad.. 

A ~ublic hearing was held at San Francisco September 

11, 1934, be:t:ore Examiner Gee:r:y and the case having been submitted 

is now ready tor an o:pinion and order. 

T"ne petit1oj:l s.ets forth that applicant hc.d on ~ile,. 

effective J~ly 5, 1920, Local Freight Tarit~ No. c-27, C.R.C~ 

No. 82, which inclu~ed Oakla.~d, Alamede and Berkeley as points 
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served by its vesse::':=: and the. t this te.r1tt wa~: cancelled in 

February, 1922. 

The rates proposed Will be those now in effect in Tarirr 

No. 34-G, C.R.C. Ko. 134, applying on grain an.a. mill stu.tt's to and 

trom San Francisco. 

There Was no oppo:ition to the application but it Was 

endorsed an~ u=ged by allot the large shippers ~nd users of 

grain~ namely, the Foul try Producers ot Ce:ftra:l California, Albers 

Brothers, Encinal Terminals, Pe.rr-Ricblnond Terminal Com:pany, Rich­

mond Chgmber of Commerce, Oakland Ch~ber of Commerce and eight 

grain and feed dealers doins business in the City of Petaluma. 

The PetalU:::la ane. Santa Ross. Railroad Co~any cOI:l:lenced 

o:perations in 1904, :t>erforming a service by ri"rer boats and barges 

between San Franciscl' and Petaluma and by :-til.J:-oad trom Petaluma 

to santa Rosa and Forestville on the north, ce=ving also by its 

vessels South Vallej<, and Port Costa. It has no~ in etfect joint 

rates, state and int(~rstate, ':'Ti th the Western Pacific providing 

tor the interchange ot the freight at both San Francisco and tb.e 

Wcste.~ Pacific's wharf at Oakland.. 

The grain and mill stutts move i::t q'C.~l.Ilti ty lots or trom 

30 to 200 tons or mo~e and the rates base on the amount or the 

:particular shi:pment. Sbi:pments move in bulk elld in sacks ~nd 

this applicant is the only operator equil':Ped to handle bu.lk g:::-ain, 

the major part of 'nt.ieb. originates in the midd.le west, northwest 

and. in the ArgentinEt. There is not a constant flow or tonnage 

and the service will be res:ponsive to the :public de:nands. 

The record further shows that applicant's vessels have 

been serving Oaklanc. and the East Bay ~oints, using Sen Francisco 

rates upon the deduction that the :points are intermedia.te to its 

through operations B,t San Francisco. The service: is a necessary 

one and although ::tot claiming a prior right under Section SO(d} 
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of the Act) a fact obviously easy to confirm) th:1.s a1iplicatioI:. is made 

out of an abundance of caution to mak~ positively lawful a service 

given tor more than 20 years but not clearly cove:red by the tariff' pub­

lications. 

Vie are or the o:pir:.ion and find as a tact that public conven-

ience and necessity rec~ire the establishme~t by this applicant o~ a 

service by ste~ers and barges between points located on the Petaluma 

and Santa Rosa Railroe.cL and. Oakland) Alameda, Berkeley and Richmond 

for the transportation of' grain and mill stutts only, and only in car­

load lots, as set fOr-tl:L in the application, and that a certificate 

should be granted. In issuing this authority, the Commission does not 

authorize nor enle.rse eny or applicant's operatlu;o priVileges except 
to the exten"t o~ the sel::,viee t':l the ~oint$ nomed .. 

o R D E R 

A. 1?ublic hearing havins bce:l held in the above entitled :pro­

ceeding and the application having been, sub:li tted.:. the Railroad. Cor::.­

mission or the State or Calirornia hereby declare:: that :public conven-

ience and necessity re~uire the o~eration by the Petaluma and Santa 

Rosa Ra1lro~d. of vessels an,d barges fo:: the traIlSJ~ortation of grain 

and mill stufts between OeJ.<land, llameda, Berkeley and Richmond OIl the 

one hand, and points served by the Petaluma and Santa Rosa Railroad Co~pany 

on the other. 

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that a certirica~e or public convenience 

and necessity be and the s~e is hereby granted,~tbject to the follow-

ing conditions: 

That the applicant shall :publish rates a~. set !'orth in the 

al'J?lication in proper timt'fs aIld in the manner prescribed by Section 

14(a) ot the Pt;.blic 'Utilities Act. 

Dated at San F:::-ancisco, California, this -z;.~-

Sept~ber, 1934. 
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