
Decision. No .. 
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. ' .. ":, .... 

,.. 1' .. ~ •• 

!n the :'::11 tte:- of ~:he .b:o-o:i..ica tio::l of 
"JT.DAL ?U"B:.IC SERVICE coi::J?Alcr, a cor
poration, for ~ C:-der grrult1ng to 
it the rlgh t ar..d. ?ri V11ege ot' su.s
pending operation o~ its electric 
distribution and tran~ission syst~ 

Application No. 19606 

~. E. Tot~n. 3uth Totten and 
c. 1',:. ~i!'lc.art, tor Applicsn-::. 

~. B. Shaw, ~o= 7ida2 Ch~ber of C~erce. 

o ? ! N : 0 l~ ..... ------

Railroad Co~,ission tor authority to discontinue the fUr~iining o~ 

electric energy to !ts consu:o..crs in the City ot Vida2, San Bernard.1:1o 

Coun~, for a period of ni~ety (90) days rro~ an~ afte:- the Com-

~ission's Or~er. 

A public hearing was hole. before Ex~iner :.:cee.r:rroy on 

Septembe:- 26, 1934, in the City of V':.d:ll, at ";7hich tiI:le testbonY' 

vre:s introc.l<.ced and tl:c ::latter sub::itted for decision.. 

On July 2~~ 19ZZ, Decicion Ko. Z618~, the Co~i$sion 

iscued c ccrti~icatc o~ public convenience and necessity uutho~-

it by Ordinance Ne. 355 of the Cou~ty 0: Sa~ 3c~ar~ino and to ¢on-

ctruct, o~crate and maintQ1n un clcct~ic ,lan~ and ~iGtr1Dution 

t .r-"'h .. ~ .. ~., .... ro\' c eo-t':o-..,..;'''''''' ~c ~'ne iru·I"l_·~""·'!. ~.-~ys em _or", e CUPP.l..Y 8.:::1<.;. sa.J..co. C..I..CC u ..... ..;.."., ............ ".. _1..1_ w 
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The ~o::o~i~S exce~pts ~~o~ said De-

t~e cu!'pl.y ,::':1<: ~,!lJ.e o~ electric encrsy ':;i t::tin the Ci t<.J 0:: Vidal 

3.!1ci.. ur..rler v:;:,icQ t~,e 8.,)lice,'~io:,~ for a certificate 7le..s STaIlted: 

liThe te::ti~o:lY show's that t!lC City of ·;ide.l) so:c.e 
seve!'. tee::. :niles west of the Colors.do ?i ver ~cl 
~rithin close proximity to the sout~erly ~ounda.-y 
line o~ San Be~arQino County, is ~~idly gro~~g 
in popu~ation bcc~uzc of construction work being 
done in connectiol"! with the Colol'c.do :\iver Aoueduct 
by The ~,:ctropoli ta.."l '::0. tc:, District o't Southein Cali
fornia, the location of the acqueduct at this po~t 
beinc only five 0:' cix ::n.iles ~ortb. of the City of' 
Vi del. The t e:: timo~y furthe:=- sho\Vs tlu! t the l'e are 
now 32 consumers within the said City of Vidal and 
it is ezti~ated th~t withi~ one ye~r·s ti=e there 
will oe ~roD1 150 to 200 cons\llllers) ":i!. th a po sSi bil ... 
ity or 450 to 500 cons~ers as the p~oject nearz 
corc.::iLetion. IJ.:lcl the coc=.ur.1ty c.eveloDs. <i<**~~*** 
bu• o~~n~ ~o t~e ,~~~+~~ n~e~~ o~ ·~e ev~~·1~~ ", ,.J.l. 0 \I .I.. • ......... J. v~". '-' ""'.,;,- .. l,;....... .t ... ~..., 'W_,i..~ 

cO~:.l~~it1 ~~d the prese~t cost of ren~el'ine service, 
applic~~t cannot justity 24-hour serVice and will 
restrict the l:ours 0: opel'e.tion. to appro:ti.."'tately 
'!"'·x "lO'''''''''' '''0- a.'oy (5·~O "O~. to "l·t:rQ ":)~. ) un .... ·l ... ~,... """"' .. ~ :I............ . v .... •• 1,... J. .. v ..... ~~'~. vJ.. 
the loai is such ~s to wer~~~ 24-hour service." 

The !";:C01'(]. in this :;>roceedi::::.c shows the. t the sro7T'tb. in 

popule. tion Qnd I:on,::u..~ers c:ltieipCJ. ted in connection ';71 th the Colorado 

r:i vel' Aqueduct r:on;;:trJ.ction ";';'ork by Tho :.:etrol"o11te.n We:ter Di::tr::"et 

of' Southern Califo~:"nia did not me. teri!ll.ize but, to the contrary, 

consumol'z and. rovenuee have decre=.sed to a pOi:lt '7lb.ere there- a....-e :lOW 

only thirtee:l con:S:1.l.r.crs rocei v.i.n.s servlce and a monthly sross revenue 

o~ less tb.an $50.00. Applic~~t testified that since the !irst o~ 

this year erozs rev€:nues nave decreased f'ro!:l $94:.$1 f'or the month o'!' 

~~e record further 

shoin: that clur1r~g tb.:!.::: eieht-::nor:.ths period 't'uel cos't (:J.nd plant in-

cidentals alone ~6u:.."l ted: to $173 .. :38 0.:: conpared. with gross receipts 

ar:loun tins to :;,;5e.5. £'9, thus leavinG c. bo.l~ce o~ on::..y ~8Z. 61. to 

cover taxes, depreciutioll, I"laeez and all. other maintenanee and oper-

at1ng costs. It i.s clear fror::. the record that applicant is oper-

at1ug at a..'1 incre~~i:l13 loss, c..:::.c, that, becau::;e ot: 11.m1tea. ::lnances, 

operations cannot ce continued ~der present conditions. 
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:':r. T. B. Shaw, speal-:ing in behalf' ot' the Viclal Chamber 

of Co:rr:.erce, ;,rotestcd the grtl.:1ting of' the applic,:).t1on, stating 

that construction ~ork i~ connection ~ith the "o~e~ ditch" work on 

the a~ueduct I.ould soon be started ~~d that this would mean the em-

plo~~ent or bet~een 700 and 1,000 men w1thi~ reaching ~istance o~ 

Vidal. Reference also ';'las :::lade to ner. road. ';V·ork and 'Oote!lt1al .. 
mining clevelo~m.ents, all of' -::b.ich, because 01: V1d.al.~s favorable. 

;orateX' and school conai tions a:::lcl its ce:l. tral lo·cation, would C:cveJ.op 

It was ~eec! by !.::r. Sh.mv the. t 

the ap~licaticn should be denied 'but that if the COmmission grant~~ 

the same the discontinuance. 0: ~crv1co should be Dade per.mane!l~ in 

order the. t :prevision :li.sh t be :c:.acle fo:- serving the co=uni ty by 

other interest;:::. '::hile it is clear that applic!l.D. t is. opera t:!.ng at 

~~ increasing loss and c~n.ot be com?clled to continue operations 

uncler existing conditio~:, it is obviously unfair to the commu=i~ 

to perm! t appl.icant to suspc::.C!. service ~o:: a period or n1:o.cty cW.ys 

ar..d at the Z:!.:tlC tbe retain the conti:l.ued ::isht to sc.rvc therein. 

:~ service is to be cuspcnded the suspense should be ~de pe~ent 

so that tile City of' Yidal ::::lay 'be free to ::lake other arre:ngeme::.ts 

for the supply and sale of electric energy to the co=m~1ty. The 

Order herein will so provide. 

ORn:::R -----

cant~s rec:uest 0.1::.0. tho testimo:>ny 1n su.;>port thoroo~ and beine of: 

the opinion. tha t such re que s t shoul d be gran ted, as herein providecl; 

therefore, 
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be and it i!» h(~reby authorized to o.benc1on i ~~s electric :plano; e..:c.d 

distributio!:l :;~rs tem and to C0asc the supply anc. sale ot electric 

energy to t::~e tnhe.oi'ttlntz of the City 0-: Vidal or .. ar ... cl after 00'-

to'be~ 25, 1'334. 

Dc.tec~ at San Francisco, Cal.if'ornia, this 

/ 
-ftt r- day 

~ 0::-.::i5 si one::-s. 


