
Decision No. 
,,) '; ~~ ,~ ,'~ 
"V ~ t} 'j~ '::~ ------

) 
In the MAtter ot the App11eat1o~ or } 
SOUTEER.~ PACIFIC COMP~! tor an order ) 
authorizing eonst~ct1on at grede and ) 
at sepcrated ~redes or railroad tracks 1 
across eertain streets, lanes, a.lleys ) Supplemental. 
~d highways. and e.Cl'OSS the track ot' } Application No. 14948. 
The Western Pac1tic Re1lroad Co~pany ) 
at locations hereinatter deseribed, in ) 
the City of San ~ose and in the vicinity} 
ot San ;;0 se, Coo.n ty- or santa Clara, ) 
Ste.te ot Cal1tcr:c.ia.. } 

" --------------------------------------' 

E. :r. Fottlds, tor Appliea:nt. 
Archer Bowc!e.n, City Attorney~ e.nd Clarence B. 

CoodW1.n, C1 r.y Manager t tor C1 ty or San ~ose. 
:r. D. ?eckll2:Cl, tor eertalll. protestants. 
~. P. F1tze;eral.d, tor County ot Sante. Clara. 
Edward M. l~ellows, tor Charles Nicora. 
Richard V. Bressani,. tor catherine N1eore. and 

Margare~: R"ieo::-a. 

:BY 'S COwa:SS!ON: 

OPINION 

Southezn Paci!1e Company has :riled. an application for 

a supplomental order in the above proceedings re~est1ng moditi­

c~t1on or two prior decisions ot the Commission. 

A public hearing was condueted in this matter at San 

:rose on Novem'be::: 7, 1934, by Exem1ner Etmter. 
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This proceed1n$ 1n ge~eral relates to the cross1ngs ot 
the so-called Sa.r.. ;rose Une Change ot S¢u.thern Pacific Company 1n­

TolVing the construct1on or ~ new main line track between COllege 

Park and Lick Stat1ons~ a distance ot' 3.pproxime.teI.y five m1les~ 

rollo~r1l:g a neW' rou.te th='~u.gh 'the City or San :tose. 

Decision No. 20SS9~ dated Dec~ber 5, 1928, dealt With 

the crossings. required in the City or San :tose and authorized the 

const~ct10n or eight grade separations, three or which have been 

completed and tho rourth is now under construction. In the present 

supplem.ental app11ca.t1011 ~::pp11cant requests authority to make 

cel"te..1n moill1cations 1n 1:he e.pproa:ch cuts a.t the tou remaining 

gra.de separat1oll.S, V1z.~ B:1rd Aveme, Delmas Avenue. Prevost Street 

and i'111ow Street, and. to ineree.se. the dr1 veway ndths: proposed at 

the Bird Avenue, 7Ulow Street and Pl"evost Street separations. By 

constructing approach cuts With sloping sides instead or reta1~ 
walls, economies can be E:!':tected wh1ch w:Ul ottset the added cost 

or 1llcreu1ng the Width or d.~veways. The C1.ty ot: Sal: Jose has 

g1ve~ its consent to these proposed changes. It is believed that 

these changes are or mater1al 'benefit to the :public and the mod1:r1-

ea.tion ot Decision No. 20559 will be author1Zec.. 

'Xhe other dee1:3~10n wh1ch applicant re~ests mod1tted 

is Dec1sion No. 20822, date:d Februa.ry 23, 1929, e:nd relates to the 

crossings out31de of the C1ty o~ San Jose. Among these are the 

crossings ot Almaden and Northern Roads. These teo roa.ds 1ntersect 

ec.ch other e. t ~ t:n$le or about 45 degr'ees, eo short distance south 

ot the city l1m.its, and the proposed m::Un line track crosses the 

two roads a short d1.sta:::lce 'I!est ot the1!' 1ntersect1on~ the d1s.ta:nce 

botween the two crossings b~~i:r:o e:pprox1mately 300 t'eet. 

In its original application So~thern Pacific Company 

proposed to cross these two roads at gra:de but the comm1.ss1on, 

arter a. hee:t1.ng in the matter, found tha..t public convenience and 
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necesSity required that the crossing With Almaden Road be con­

structed at separated grades and. thc.t the Northern Boad be re­

located so that its t!"et'fic eoul.d utiliZe the .b.lma.den Road separa-

tion.. Applicant now req.uesta. that th1s o:-der be modified to per.m1t 

the grade crossings a.s o:r1g1nally proposed. '!b.e County' of Santa 

Clara has g1ven its consent to postpon1llg the construction ot the 

grade separ~tion until 1940 0:- later. 

From the record ot: the hear1Dg on November 7" 1934~ 1 t 

appears that physical condit1ons 1n the vicinity ot the proposed 

c:ross1ngs are ttbottt the sal:1e as at the time ot the prior hearir.zg 

and the. t the voltm6 ot t~e 1s approx:lJDa.tely the same ~ the 

daily tr~t1c on A.lmaden Boad ·oe1ng a'bo'ttt 2,000 vehicles. and on 

Northern Road 1,000. The raU traffic on this line w111 amouit 

to abo'tl.t 2S trains per day. Applicant does not, however, ba.8e 

its request tor a modit1cation on the lack ot necess1ty tor a 

gr3;c!e sep.ttat1on bo:.t rather ox:. the plea ot no tunda. 

Progreu. on this line change pro j eot has been delayed . 
dttr1ng the pe.st two years 'because ot financial. eondi tions but the 

eompeJlY' he.s nOTl agreed to resume act1 va constl'Uct1on Wi. th the 

o~jeet of eom::pleting tho work by December 31., ~93~ .. U .it :1e ~r­
m1 tted to etfect certain. econom1es.~ among which are th.e. construe-;. 

tioD. or a. s:1.n&Le track m.eall ~1ne 1!lStead ot e. dO'll.ble track, e.s 

originally pro:posed, and 1:he el1l:t1:c.at:1.on or the gre.de sepe..rat:1.on 

at ~den Road. ~pp11cant states that it can complete the line 

el:laJ:le;C p:roJec't at an expend1 ture or approximately $1,000,000, Which 

is all the mon~ it has ava.1lA"o~e ~or t!u's pro.1~t. The est1mated 

cost ot the grade separation at Almaden Road is $50,,000, exelttS1Te 

o~ th.e cost or property de.mr.ge and roa.d el:langes~ "b,j,eh. under the 

existing ordezo ot the Commission, is c.sses.sed to the County or 
Se.nta Clara. 



~he app11eetion to crosa Almaden an~ Northern Roads 

at grade is protested 'by some 800 ~81den.t$ ot the d1s.tnet a.t1"octed. 

they po1l:tt Ol.lt the presen.t 1m:porte.nee ot Al.m.a.den Roc.d and the pr~­

bab1l1ty that with the improve:nent or other connect1ng roads to 

the south this will 1n time become an 1m!JOrt3.n.t artery between 

San Jose and the ~tsonV111e district. Other test~ony was 1n­

troduced 'bY' protestc.nts relo.ting to ,trarnc, the recreat1~ 

d1str1.cta served 'by the roads, end ~og condi tiona, in the, v1cini ty 

ot the PI"Oposed crossings. 

Colonel J'ohn !i. S"lCeggs, D1:str1ct E:ag1neer ot' 'the 

ste. te RighlroY' COmm1ssiott~ made a statement to the ettect that 

it 18 expected certain Fedoral tunds Will be allotted to calitornia. 

tor the purpose otconstrQcting grade separ~tions 1n connection 

Wi th a Gove%'rlmen.t program to re11eV8 mlemployment; tbat his de­

p3l'1:ment he-d been requested to make recommendations as to specific 

locations tor Stteh 'work; and that the grade separe:tion o't .Almaden 

Road 1nvol ved 1n this p:-oceeding is among the reeommenda.t1ons.. 

It such tunds aro made available, the sub1B.Y coule. be c<?natructed 

Without expense to Southern Pacific ~y. 

In the event this sup~lemental application 18 granted 

and the railroad perm1tted to ero~ these two roads at grade, it 

is proposed that they be protected by automatic signals ~d, in 

add.1 t1on, the CoICIissi on t S engine era recon:m.end that rlooc!. l1gh.ts 

be installed. "It is probc..ble that an expend1 tttre of bet-lR'eeI1 

$6,000 a!ld ~7 ,000 will be required to construct the two gre:.de 

crossingS and properly' protect them. 

The C~8s1on reels that the completion or this 

line change is ~ exceedingly des1r&ole project 1n sora: as 

public convenience a!ld sat'ety are concer:ted~ '!he present main 

line or Southern Pacific Company, through the City ot San .rose 

and. adjacent terr1 tory, has o.pprox1.matel.y 25 crossings c. t grade, 
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some ot which are With important city streets. highways and 

highway roo:tes.. whUe the neW" 11.ne W111 1nvol ve but six mtl1n line 

grede crossings, excla.d1ng the two requested 1n the present 

e.pplicn tion, and these si:o= e.re With tm1m.portant streets and 

roads whieh now cross the railroad at grede. 

The Commission believes that all possible steps 

should be taken to complete such ~ desirable project nt as ecrly 

a date as possible and will mAke sa.ch concessions and modifica­

tions as are rMso:c.abl.y consistent W1 'tll public safety to aesist 

in e~17 eompl~t1on. In its prior decis1on, however, the C~­

mission round that p~:fo11c convenience and. neees~ ty requi.red this 

~eparat1on and the ~c physical s1taat~on obtains to~y. It has 

been suggested that the proposed grade cross.1ngs be pel:'m1 tted tor 

a. 3)er1od o~ rive yec.rs, a:rter ~hie!J. time theY' are to be repl:te~ 

~th ~ single separation, b~t it has b~en the experience ot the 

COmmiss1on that once grade crossings are constructed, considerable 

diffieulty 1s experienced in getting them closed or sepe.re.ted. 

Ordinarily the logical progro.m to tollow is to aceomplish ~de 

separc.tions when the railroad is: constru.cte!!. 

~c must, ho~ver, give ~ue eonoideration to all phases 

of this ~atter as it is now presented. In weiehing the advantages 

ot gra.nting this portio::. of the 1n.s'te.Jlt supple::.ental e.ppl1cation 

against the di::;.e.dvan tc.ges) ":1e ti:.d that on the one hand the gre.nt­

ing will pe~t ot the cocpletion ot this new line at an early 

de.te with its mn:r ad.vantages to the po.ol1c, includ.ing the er~tion 

of considerable emplo~ent which is·most welcome at this t~e, and, 

on the other bAnd, the constrtlction ot an important mc1n line re.11-

roa~ ~t grade over a heavily trevel~d high-speed b.igh~y ~s, 

un" ess 1 t cannot ree.sonably·b,e avoided, aga1l::.3t puolic 1:.terest 

as ~ell &$ agei~st the Co~ssion'z policy to pe~t. 
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In this ease we are hopet'tlI. that Federal funds r.!.ll 

oe ma~c ava11cble to cove~ the struc~al cos~s ot this separation 

wi thin two months ~d :c.oth1::.g should be done looking toward the 

constr.lctio:c. o"! a grs.c.e crossing m:.ti1 it has ~een defin1tel:y­

asce~~1~cd that s~ch tunds will not be made available ~ the 

reaso:c.e:oly nee.!' tu ture; 

Tho following Order is predicated 0:' such a p:"ogram, 

togethc~ With t:b.e: grc.nti:lg of the remainder ot the supplemen t:ll.. 

application. 

CRDER 
--~---

A public hearing haVing been held ~d the matter 

being now ready tor ~ec1~on, 

IT IS EEESBY OBDZRED 

I. That said Decision No. 20559 be moditied as tollows: 

eli '.i:b.e roadway widths ot the proposed separa­
tions at Bird .b.venTle ::uld WUlow St::-eet shall. 
be increased trom thirty (30) reet~...;~ !>ro­
Vided ill Cor:d1 tio::.::. (3} ot that Ore.er, to 
t'o=t:r (40) teet. 

(2} The roa.dway width ot the proposed. separation 
at P:-evost Street she.ll ce increased troc:. 
t"Henty-three C2Z) feet'~ a.s provided 1:l said 
Cond1 t10n (:3), to thirty (30) feet.' -

~.' 

(3) The approach s=~des ot the proposed-separa­
tions at Bird .lventle, Delmas. Avenue, Prevost 
Street and Willow Streets m4Y be constructed 
wi th s1 c.es sloping ou~w&rd 1:I.s tee.d 01' With 
vertical reta1n1ng walls as originally eon­
te:tlpla ted e.nd as. shown on the plans which 
have been approved by th10 decision. 

II. ':rhat said Decision No. 20822 be modU'1ec. as tolloW'S:, 

That portion or the eecis10n directing the grade 

~epo.ration at Almad.en Road is Wi thd.ra1r.n, to be he~d 1n abeyance 

tor a pe:-1od ot: not to exceed ninety {SO} c!.9.ys trom the date ot 

this order. Du:~ th1~ time Southe~ Pae1t1c Comp~ is to make 

every reasonable ettort to secure tunds trom tederal appropria­

tions. or otherwise, to de~ the structural eost of th1s proposed 
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separation and 1t 1 t 1~ 8uccessrttl., no change will. be made in th1.s. 

portion ot the dec1$1o~; O~ ~he other hand, 1: at the exp1xat1on ot 

this ninety (901 dI::.y' penoe. it is shown tba t no such tunds are 
. ,. 

available, the Commi3Sion. will issue:). s:a.,ple:uent3.l. order 1:l. thia 

proceeding autllor1zl.:lg, tor a tem.porary- pertod not to exceed five 

(5) years., the eo:o.strnct1on ot said main l.1ne :raill"Oe.d o.t gro.:de 

across both Alcaden Road and Northern Road, as applied t"or in 

this supplemental application. At the expiration ot the tenpo~ 

period, the grades shaLl be separate~ 

III. In all other respects said DeCisions Nos. 20559 and 

20822, excep.t as mod1t"1ed by- 3uppleme:o.ta.l orders, shall remain in 

tnll torce end ettect. 

For all other purposes. the etteetive date ot this 

order shall be twenty (20) days t:t'Om the date hereof. 

Dated at San F:rane1seo, Ca11torn1s:, this 2t.p-L 
da:y or November, l,,934. 


