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Decision No. e S R V-2

BEFORE THEE RATIROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY for &m order
authorizing comstruction at grede and
&t sepcrated grades of railroead tracks
acrose certain streets, lanes, alleys
snd highways, and &cro3s the track of
The Western Pacific Railrozd Company
at locations hereinafter deseridbed, in
the City of San Jose and in the vicinity
of San Jose, County ¢f Santa Clars,
Stzte of Califernia.

Supplemental
Application No. 14948.
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E. J. Foulds, for Applicant.

srcher Bowlen, City Attorrey, znd Clarence B.
Coodwin, City HManager, for City of San Jose.

J. D. Peckham, for certain protestants.

J. Pe Fitzgerald, for County of Sante Clara.

Edwexd M. ¥Fellows, for Charles Nicora.

Richerd V. Bressani, for Catherine Nicora and
Margaret Nicorsa.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

CPIXNICN

Southern Pacific Company has f£iled an application for
a supplomental ¢order in the ebove proceedings requesting modifi-
cation of two prior decisions of the Commission.

& public hearing was conducted in this matter at San
Jose on November 7, 1934, by Examiner Eunter.




Tbis proceeding in general reletes to the crossings of
the sp-called San Jose Liné Change of Southern Pacific Company in-
volving the comstruction of & new main line track between College
Perk and Lick Stations, & distence of approximately five miles,
Tollowirg & new route through the City of San Jose.

Decision No. 20559, dated December 5, 1928, dealt with
the crossings reguired in the City of Sen Jose and anthorized the
consiruction of eight grade separations, three of which heve been
completed and the fourth is now under comstruction. In the present
supplemental epplication spplicent requests zuthority to meke
certein modifications in the cpproach cuts at the four remaining
grede seperations, viz., Bird ivemue, Delmes Averuwe, Prevost Street
and Willov-Street; end to increase the‘driveway'widths broposed at
the Bird Avemme, Willow Street and Prevost Street separations. By
constructing epproach cuts with sloping sides instead of retaining
walls, economies can be effected whick will offset the added'cost
of increesing the width of driveways. The City 6: Sar Jose has
giver its consent to these proposed chenges. It Is believed that
these changes are of materiszl benmefit to the public and the modifi-
cation of Decisicn No. 20552 will be authorized,

' The other decision which epplicant reguests modified
is Decision No. 20822, dated February 23, 1829, and relates to the
crossings outside of the City of Sen Jese. Among these are the
crossings of Alrwader and Northern Roads. These two roads intersect
each other at ar angle of about 45 degrees, c short distance soutk
of the city limits, and the proposed main line track crosses the
two roads & short distance west of their intersection, the distance
between the two crossings beinz approximately 300 feet.

In 1ts originel application Southern Pacific Company
proposed to 6ross these two roads at grade but the Commdssion,

after a heering in the matter, found that public convenience and
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necessliy required that the crossing with Almeden Road be con~

structed at separated grades znd thot the Nortiern Road be Te=
located so that its treffic could utilize the ilmaden Roed separa=~
tion. 4Applicant now reguests that this order be modified to permit
tho grade crossings as originally proposed. The County of Santa
Clarz has given 1ts comsent to Postporning the construction of the
grade separatiocn until 1940 or later.

From the record of the hearing on November 7, 1934, it
appears that physical conditioms in the vicinity of the proposed
crossings are about the same as at the time of the prior hearing
and that the velume of traffic is approximately the same, the
daily traffic on ilmaden Road belng adout 2,000 vehicles and on
Northern Boad 1,00C. The rail traffic on this line will amcunt
to about 25 trains per day. Appliceant does not, however, base
its request for a medification on the lack of necessity for =
grace separation but rether or the ples of no funds.

Progrgfs on this line change projeot has been deleyed
during the pest two yeers beceuse of Pimenciel conditioms but the

compeny hes now agreed %o resume ective construction with the

obieet of completing the work by December 31, 1935, 1f 1t 1s per—
mitved to effect certain economies, among which are the construe-
tion of a single track maln line instead of a doudle track, &s
orizinslly proposed, and the elimination of the grede separation
at ilmzden Road. JIpplicant states that it can complete the line
change project &t an expenditure of approximately $1,000,000, which
is all the money it has availadlec for this project. The estimated
cost of the grade separation at ilmaden Roed is $60,00C, exclusive
oL the cost of property damsge and road changes, which, under the
existing order of the Commission, is essessed to the County of
Senta Clara.




The application to cross Almaden and Northern Roads
at grade is protested by some 800 residents of the district affected.
They peint out the present importence of Almaden Rocd and.the PTO—
bability that witk the improvement of other connecting roads to
the soutk this will in ¢ime become &n important artery between
Sen Jose and the Watsonville district. Other testimony wes in-
troduced by protestents relating to traffic, the recrestional

districts served by the roads, and fog conditioms in thg vicinity

of the proposed crossings.

Colonel John H. Skeggs, District Engineer of the
State Highwcy Commission, made & statement to the effect that
it 18 expected certain Federal funds will be allotted to California
for the purpose of constructing grade separations in connection
witk a Govermment program to relieve unemployment; that his de=
vartment hed been requested to make recommendations as to specific
locations for such work; and that the grade separstion of Almaden
Road involved iz this proceedinz is among the recommendstions.

If such funds are made availadble, the subway coull be constructed
without expense to Southern Pacific Company.

In the event this supvlemental application is granted
and the railroad permitted to cross these two roads at grade, it
is proposed that they be protected by automatic signals aund, in
addition, the Comxmission's ernglneers recoxmend that flood lights
be installed. . It i3 probeble that an expenditure Of detween
$6,000 and $7,000 will be required to comstruct the two grede

crossings and properly protect them.
The Commission feels that the completion of this

line change is an exceedingly desireble project In so.rar as
public convenience and safety are concerned. The present mein
line of Southern Pacific Company, through the City of San Jose
ané adjacent territory, has approximately 25 crossings ot grede,
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some of which are with important city streets, highways and
highwey routes, while the mew line will involve but six main line
grede crossings, excluding the twe reguested in the present
epplication, and these six ere with unimportant streets sund
roads which now cross the reilroad at grade.

The Commission believes that all possible steps
should be txken to complete such & desireble project ot as ecrly

a date as possidle and will meke such concessions and modifica-

tions as are reasonably consistent with public safety to assist

in early completion. In its prior decision, however, the Com~
mission found that public convenience anéd necessity required tkis
cseparation and the seme physical situetion oditains todsy. It hes
been suggested that the proposed grade crossings be permitted for
& pveriod of five years, after which time they are to be replaced
with 2 single separation, but 4% has been the experience of the
Comxisgsion theat once grade crossings are comstructed, considerable
difficulty is experienced in getting them closed or sepercted.
Ordinarily the logical progrom to follow iz to eccomplish gr=de
separations when the reilroed is constructed.

Ye must, however, give dwe consideration to all pheses
ol this matter as it 1s now presented. In weighing the advantages
of granting this portion of the irstent supplemental epplication
against the disedvantoges, we Tind that on the orne hand the grant-
ing will permit of the completion of thisc new line at an eerly
date with its many advanteges to the pudliec, incl&ding the crestion
of considerable employment which is most welcome &t this time, angd,
on the othexr hand, the comstruction of ax important mein line roil-
road &t grede over & heavily treveled high-speed highwmay is,
unless it cannot reasonadly de avoided, against pudlic interest

as well eec ageinst the Commission®s policy ¢ permit.
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In this‘case we are hopeful thet Federal funds will
Ye madc availedble to cover the structural cosis of this separation
within two months and notking should be done looking toward the
construction ¢of a grede crossing until it has been definitely
ascertained that such funds will zmot be made availeble in the
reasonadbly neer fulture.

The following Oxrder is predicated on such a program,
together with the gramting of tkhe remainder of the supplemental.

aprlication.

A public hearing heving been held exnd the matter
being now ready for decision,
IT IS EEP=3BY CRDERED
I. That said Decision No. 20559 bde modified as follows:

(1} Tre roadway widths of the proposed separa=-
tions at Bird Avenue and Willow Street shall
be increased from thirty (30) feet, zc nro-
Vi&ed in Cordition !3) of that Orde.,

ty (4:0) leet.

The roadway width of the propoced separation
et Prevost Street shell bde increased from
twenty~-three (23) feet, as provided in said
Condition (3), to thirty (30) Teet.

The apyroach greades of the propouod separa-
tions at 2ird Avenue, Delmas Avenue, Freves:t
Street and Willow Streets mey de congtructed
with sides sloping outwerd instead of with
vextical retaining walls as originally con-
tenplated ané es shown on the plans which
have been approved by this decision.
II. That said Decision No. 20822 be modified =5 follows:
That portion of the decision directing the grade
separation at Almaden Road is withdrawn, to de held in abeyance
for & period of not to exceed ninety (90} days from the date of
this order. During thiz time Southerr Pacific Compony is to meke

every reasonable effort to secure funds from federal appropria-

tions, or otherwise, to defrey the structural cost of this proposed
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separation and if it it successful, no change will be made 1ln this
portion of the decision; oz the other hand, if at the expiration of
this ninety (90) dey periocd it is shown that no such funds are
aveilable, the Commission will issue a supplemental order in this
proceeding authorizing, for a temporary period not to exceed five
(S) years, the construction of said main linme rallroad at grade
across both Almaden Road end Northern Road, as epplied for in

this supplemental applicatior. 4t the expiration of the temporery
period, the grades shell be separated.

III. In all other respects said Decisions Nos. 20559 and
20822, except &s modified dy supplementel orders, shall remain in
full force and effect,

For all other purposes the effective date of thils

order shall be twenty (20} days from the date hercof.

Dated at San Framcisco, Celifornia, this _ 2427

day of Novemﬁer, 1934,

ﬁu@mw

//// L.
%é/

,MM
W/




