Decision No.

BEFORE THE RAILROAL COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Matter of Application of SOUTEERK
PACIFIC COMPANY for ar order abendoning

or allocating the expense of repairing

and maintainirg an existing overhead high=-
wey crossing No. C=258.5-4 over the tracks
of Southern Pacific Company at North Street
in the City of Redding, Shasta County,
Californiz.

Application No.
{Rehearing)

In the Matter of the Applicetion of the
PS0PLE OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, on
relation of tke Department of Public Works,
for an order authorizing construction of a
crossing at separsted grades of the state
highway end the tracks of the Southern
Pecific Reilrocd on North Street (Bureksa
Way), iz the City of Redding, Shaste County
Californie.

Application No.

Tt e Nl e Dt Nl il Dt st S S Nl o ff Ngolt Wit Ve ol it ¥ Yl Nl

E. W, Hobbs, for Southern Pecific Company.

W. D. Tillotson, City Attornmey, Redding, Celif.

Frenk B. Durkee, Department of Public Works,
State of California.

3Y TEE COMMISSION:
CPINION

The two above entitled proceedings deal with the
matter of replacing the existing timber structure carrying North
Street (Bureka Way) over the tracks of Southern Pacific Company
in the City of Redding with oze of modern design and adeguate

capacity to meet present traffic reguirements.

Purther hearings were kheld on Application No. 19016
at Redding on October 11, 1934, end at Sen Francisco om November
19th 1934. The originsl heariag on Application No. 19636 wes
held at San Francisco on November 19, 1934. These hearings were
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condncted by Examiner Hunter and at the latter one both matters
were tcken under submission.

At the hecring oz Novexber 19, 1934, it was stipulated
by the parties that these two matters be consolidated for hearing
and determinstion.

On Octoder 2, 1933, the CommIission issued its Declision
No. 26372, in Application No. 19016, upomr & record in which the
Department of Pudblic Works appeared only as ern Interested party.

In this declsion the Commissior coneluded that the most desirabdble
solution of the crossing situation under consideration would be

to replace the old and unsafe wooden overhead structure with a

new orne which would be adequate to meet present day traffic re-
quirements. The City of Redding and Southern Pacific Compeny each
tock the position that they were not able to partieipeate in financ-
ing & new separation at that time and 1t was upon such & showing
that the Commission authorized the improvement of the existing
separation by renewing in part only, uunder certain conditions, one
of waick (No. 4} provided thet if the Clty of Redding elected to
improve the crossing under this plam, it must abandon and effective-
1y close the grade crossing of Trinity Street (Croesing No. C-258.6),
located 400 feet to the north of North Street. The order alse
apportioned the expense of making the old separestion usable for

e limited tine,
Reference is mede 30 said Decision No. 26372 for a

geaeral description of the street and railroad situation as related
to the seperation under consideration. This Cpinion will deal
primarily with the record sdduced subsequent to the issuance of

that decision.
In Application Ko. 19655 the Depertment of Public

Works of the State of California, hereinefter sometimes referred
to as the Department, seeks an order authorizing the construction
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of & new overhead crossing at North Street to replece the extiating
timber structure. It is sbhown that the Department propeses to
assume the structural cost of such & sepdration to be financed
from & Federal appropriation ellotted Califormia for highway
Inprovement work. The Department’s offer to participate in the
cost of this separation, however, is limited to structural costs
as it cannot'draw'upon the Federal eppropriation to meet either
property damage or right of way costs and, therefore, asks that
all expense incident to recorstruction of this seperation, other

than stractural costs

be aprortioned to and between the ctty of

t

Pedding and Southexn Pacific Company.

Exhidit No. 11 introduced by the Department shows the
proposed plan for & new overhead structure of concrete cousiruction

whickh provides for a 24~foot driveway with two 4-foot sldewalks.

The maximmm grade of approach 0 the east is 8 per cent, while to
the west it is 7 per cent. It was poirnted out that these rather
stoep grades of approach were designed to avoeid substontial pro-
perty damages at the adjacent highway intersection witk Nortk Street.
The estimated structural cost of this separation is $35,000.

Both the City of Redding and Southern Pacific Company
have signified their epproval of the plan of separation provided
by the Department.

Soutrern Pacific Company agrees to remove the existing
timber structure and has entered into an agreement with the CIty
of Redding &s %0 & plen of apportionment of expenses, other than
structural costs, which will be incurred in reconstructing the
separation at North Street.

Southern Pacific Company urged that upon completion
of the proposed separstion tho adjecent grade crossings at Shasta
Street, located 370 feet to the south, and Trinity Street, 400 faet
to the nortk, be ebendonmed and effectively closed to traffic, and
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in support of this position introduced evidence to show the views
at these crossings were nmore or less obstructed and that the traffic
flowing over them could, with little inconvenience, cross the raile
road by way of the new overhead crossing. It should be pointed out
that the existing overhead &t North Street is now closed to traffic
due to unsafe condition whick would naturally result in increesed
traffic over the adjscent crossings.

Exkibit No. 8 introduced by Southern Pacific Compeny
shows the result of a traffic couat tsken 2t both the Shaste Street
end Trinity Street grzde crossings on September 11, 1934, between
the bhours of 7:00 A.M. and 7:00 P.M. to be as follows:

Shesta Street Trinity Street
:  Avercge T AVe
ITten Totel : Per Hour : Total : Per Hour

Avtomobiles 599 48.9 345 8.7
Trucks 176 14.6 139 11l.6
Pedestrians 143 12.0 208 17.5
Bicyecles and Motor Cycles 33 2.8 17 le4
School Busses 17 le4 1l .08

Totel Eighway Traffic 8968 80.7 7L 59.3

Freight Trains 8 0+.66 9 C.7S
Pessenger ] .25 3 0.25

Totel Railroad Traffic 11 0.92 12 1.00
Time trains occupied crossing 1770 Sec. 147.5 Se.. 1080 Sec. 90 Sec.

This traffic count shows 2n inerease in highwey traffic
over the couat teken May 11, 1935, es shown by Southern Pacific
Company®s Exhidit No. 3 whick is set forth Iin said Decision No. 26372.

The City introduced considerable testimony in opposition
to Southern Pzcific’s proposal to close the grade crossings at Trinity
and Shasta Streets. The record shows that the City is now exteﬁding
Shasta Street to the west, whick will Increase its importance &s a
through east and west ¢ity street. Shasta 3Jtreet also passes through
a portion of the business district of Redding, locasted on each side

o the raflroad.




With respect to the closing of the Trinity Street
grace crossing wpon the opeuning of the new overhead crossing
&t North Street, the Commission has carefully considered the
eviderce addrced subsequent to the issuance of said Decision
No. 26372 and has concluded thet it should ~eaffirm the Pro=-
vislon of that order to require the closing of this grade cross-
ing when the sald separation is open to traffic. This conclusion
is reached after cerefully weighing the evidemce of pudblic con-
verience and necessity for a grade crossing of this short and
utnimportent street ag conitrasted with the hazard end expense of
raintsining a grade crossing when traffic is afforded a sefe
passage with no material inconverience over the railroad at the

North Street severation.

After reviewing the record in these proceedings, the
Commission has concluded that 1t should authorize the construc-

tion of the proposed separatior at North Street and, upon the

completion of the same, require the closing of the Trinity Stireet
grade crossing dbut not the closing of the Shaste Street crossing,

as urged by Southern Pacific Compeny, and the following Order will

S0 provide.

Public heerings having been held In the above entitled
proceedinge &nd the matters being now reedy for decisionm,
IT IS EXREEY ORDERED that:
L. The People of the State of California, on relation of
the Department of Public Works, are heredby authorized to comstruct
North Street over the tracks of Southern Pacific Compeny &t separated

grades in the City of Redding, subject to the following conditions:
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Said seperation shall be designated ax Cross-
ing NO. C—258. 5"'-&.

Seid separation shall be constructed with
clsarances coaforming to the provisions of
our Genersl QCrdexr No. 26-~C.

Seid separation shall be coastructed substan-
ti2lly in accordance with the plan shown on
Exkidit No. ll.

The Department shall dear the entire structural
cost of the separation, which shall not include
property demage sné/or right of way costs.

The Department shall, so long as it is required
to maintain North Street oz either side of the
railroed, maintain the superstructure of said
separation, including the pavement and side-
walks.

Lpplicant shall, within tkirty (20} days there-
aZter, notify this Commission, irn writing, of
tke completion of the imstallation of sald seper-

;tion and of its compliance with the conditions
ereol. .

ITI. Southern Pacific Company is hereby directed:

()

(2)

(3}

To remove the said existing timber overhead
structure &t North Street within the limits of
its right of wey, within ninety. (90) days from
the date of this order.

To perticipate with the City of Redding in defray~
ing all expenses, otker thar structural costs as-
sessed to the Department, incident to the construc-
+ion of seid seperction at North Street, epplying
the above referred to sgreed plan of apportiomment
of cost with the city.

™o bear %the expense of maizntairing the substrue-
ture of seld separatiozn.

III. The City of Redding is hereby directed:

(1}

To participete with Southern Pucific Company in
Gofraying all experses, othexr than the structursl
costs assessed t0 the Department, incident to the
constructior of said separation &t Norih Street,
applying the edove referrcé to agreed plan of
spportionment of cost with Southern Paclific Company.

To maintain the superstructure of seid seperation,
including the pavement and sidewalks, only in the
event the Department is relieved from maintaining
North Street on either side of the railroed.
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IV. This order shall not become effective unless the City
of Reddirg files witk this Commission, and prior to the actual con=-
rzencexent of coustruetion of s2id separation at North Street, &
certificd copy of an appropriate ordinence or resolution duly aand
recularly passed, instituting all recessory steps Yo legally cbandon
end effectively close the exicsting grade creossing at Trinity Street
and icentified as Crossing No. C-258.6. TUpon the completion of cone-
struction of said separction of North Street and upon its being opened

40 pudlic unse ard travel, Southern Pacific¢ Company shall verform all

the necessary physical work to effect the closing of sald Crossing No.
C=258.6 to pudlic use and travel.

V. The authority herein grented shall lapse and become veold 1T
not exercised within one (1) year from the dete of this order.

VI. The Order in said Decicion Neo. 26372, in Application No.
19016, Is rescinded and superseded by this Order.

The Commission reserves the right to make such further
orders in these proceedings as $0 it mey seem right and preper and
to revoke its permission if, irn its judgment, public convernience
and necessity demand such cction.

The effective date of this Ordexr shall be Twenty (20}
geys from the date hereof. fron

Dated at San Trarnciceo, Culifo*ni&, *his ,zé day

of November, 1234. @z:za{}¥é12:éﬂtézé;/
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