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De0'1s1.on. No. __ ;" ....... ,_,_. :.;..J .... ',:_., '_":_. 

} 
In the Matter oor Application or SOO'I'E:ERtC ) 
PACIFIC COMP~"Y tor an order abandoning ) 
or allocating the expense o~ repairing ) 
and main ta1n1l!g an en sting overhead h1gh- } 
we.y crossing No. C-ZSS.5-A over the tracks } 
ot So~thern Pacific Company at North Street) 
in the City ot Redding, Shasta. County, } 
California. ) 

-----------------------------------, } 
In the Matter ot the Application or the ) 
PEOPL:E OF TEE STATE O}"' CALIFORNIA. on ) 
relat10n or the Department ot Pa.b11c Works,) 
tor an order au~hor1z1ng const~ct1on ot a } 
crossing at separated grades oor the state ) 
highway and the tracks ot the Sollthern } 
Pacitic Ra1lroa.d on Nor~h Street (Eureka. ) 
Way), in the City ot Redding, Shasta COtUlty) 
cal1rorn1~. ) 

----------------------------------) 

Appl1.ca t10n No. ~9016 
(Rehearing) 

~pp11cat1on No. 1.9656 

R. W. Robbs,. tor Sottthem Pe.e1t1e Company-. 

w. D. T1l1otson, City Attorney, Redding, Cs.l.1t. 

Fl'e.nk B. Do.rkee, Department ot Pttb-l1c Works, 
State oor california. 

3Y THE ComrtSSION: 

OPINro~r 
-----~----

~e two above ent1t~ed proceedings deal With the 

matter ot replacing the e::d.st1ng timber stra.cture carrying North 

St~et (E'tlreka Way) over the tracks ot Sotlthern Pac1t1c Company 

in the City ot Redd1ng w1 th o::J.e o't modern deSign tmd adequate 

capacity to meet present trafnc requirements. 

Further hearings were held on App11c~t1on No. 19016 

at Redding on October 11, 1934, end at Se.n FranciSCO on November 

19th 1934. The onginal he~r1:Lg on Application No. 19656· lfa8. 

held Dot San Francisco on November 19, 1934. TheS'e hearings 'Were 
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condn.eted by Exem1!1~r Rtmter and at the latter one both matters 

were ~en under submiss1on. 

At the hee:r1ng Oll Nova:.ber 19, 19:34, it was stipulated 

by the parties that the~ two me. tters be c;ou:soUdated tor hearing 

and determ1n~t1on_ 

On October 2, 1933, the Comm.!.s.s1on issued its Dec1sion 

No. 26372, ill App11eat1o!t No. 19'O16, upon a reeord 1n Which the 

Dep3;rtm.ent ot Pttb11c Works appeared only- as an interested party. 

In this ~eeiS1on the Commission conclttded that the most deSirable 

solution ot the crossing s1 tus.t1on under eons1dent1on would 'be 

to repla.ce the o~d end unsa:!'e wooden. overhead structure with a 

new one which would be adeqttate to meet present day traffic re

qu1:-emente. The C1 ty ot Redd1ng and Soathern Pac1tic Company- each 

took the posit1on tha.t tlley were not c.b~e to partictpate 111 tinane

ing a new sepa.-.oa tioD. at that time and 1 t was ttpon such e. shoWing 

that the Commission authorized the improvement ot the existing 

s'3parat1on 'by renewing in part only', under certs:1.n condi t1ons, one 

or which (No. 41 provided the.t it the C1.ty ot' Redd1:lg elected to 

impl"Ove the crossing under this plztn, it must abandon and etteet1Te

ly" close the grade cross1l:lg o-r Trinity Street (cross1ng No .. C-258.6.), 

located 400 ~eet to the north or North Street. The order also 

apportioned the expense ot maldng the old separet10ll u.sable tor 

!. limited time. 

Rete:renee 1s made to said Dec1s1on No. 26372 tor a 
.. 

ge.ueral. description ot the street and ra1~d a1'b:ration as related 

to the separation under consideration. This Op1nion Will deal. 

primarily wi tll the recor<i ~ddtteed. stI'oseq'Q.ent to the issua:nce ot 

that dec131011. 

In Appliea t ion No. 1 S65S the Departmeu t 01" Public 

WorD ot the State ot Ce.~1t'orn1a, herei~ter sometimes reterred 

to as the Department, seeks an orde:- 6.llthor1zing the con~t:ruetion. 
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or a new overhead crossing at North Street to replCce the ex1at1ng 

t1m.'ber stro.cture. It is shown that the Department proposes to 

assume the structnral cost or such a sepcration to be financed 

rrom a Federal appropriation allotted Cal1!ornia tor hishway 

1m.provement work. The Department"s otter to participate in the 

eost ot th1s. separat1on., however, is ~1ml.ted to struettr:ral. costs 

as 1 t canllc)'t draw upon the Federal appropriation to meet 81 ther 

property damage or right ot 'fIf'IJ:1' costs a:nd~ theretore, ~sks that 

all expense incident to recoI:.struet1on ot this separation., other 

than structural costs, be a~~rtioned to and between the Cit! ot 

Exhibit NO. 11 int:roauc&d by the Department Mon the 

proposed. 'Plan. ror 8. n.ew overhead stl:ueture or eo:1.e~te co'O.strtlet1.ou 

which prov:f,de:r. 1:or a 24-1"oot ctt'1.TeW'ay' nth two 4-1"oot s1dewal.k.s. 

'l!b.c msxSnro:m. grade ot 8.:pI>roe:.ch to the east is S :per cen.t, while to 

the west 1 t is 7 per cent. It was po1Xlted Ottt that these rather 

s~oep grades o~ app~oaeh we~e designed to avo1~ ~~~t1al pro

perty damages at the adjacent highway intersection with North Street. 

The est1mated st~ctttral cost or th1s s~t1on is $35,000. 

Both the C1ty ot Red.d1ng and Sou-them Pacitic Company 

have s1gn1t1ed their epproval ot the plan ot separation provided 

by the Department. 

Southern Pacitic CompmlY' agrees to remove the ex1.st1ng 

timber Structa:r9 and has en teNd into an agreement 111 th the City 

ot Redding as to a plen or apport10:rment 01: expenses, other thtrD. 

s.tructural costs, which Will be 1ncurred in reconstructing the 

separat10n at North Street. 

Sou-them Paeit1c Company urged that upon completion 

ot the proposed separet1011. tho a~jacent ~de crossings at Shasta 

Street, lo~ted 370 teet to the SOtl.th, and T:r1nity" Street" 400 t~e't 

to the north, 'be abcndoned and erteeti.vely closed to tr~tfic" and 
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· · · · 

in su:ppo:rt or thia pos1 't1on introduced eVid.ence to show the v1ews 

at these crossings were more or less obstructed ane that the trart1c 

flowing over th~ could, with little inconvenience, cross the ra1l

rood by way or the new overhec.d crossing.. It shou.ld be pointed out 

that the exist1.ng overhead &.t North Streett is now closed to tratt1c 

due to unsafe condition which would no:ture.lly result in 1ncreesed 

tratr1c over the adj~cent crossings. 

Exhibit No.8 introdu.eed by Southern Pacitlc COmpany 

shows the result ot a tre~t1c co~t taken ~t both the Shasta Street 

end Trinity Street gr~de crossings on September 11, 1934, between 

the hOllrs or 7:00 A.M. and 7:00 P.M. to be as. tollows.: 

Shasta S,tree.t 1:'rlnI tl Street . .. .. .. .. .. ~verc;ge .. : Average .. .. .. 
I t e m . Total. .. Per Roar .. Total .. Per Rottr .. .. .. .. 

Automobiles 599 49.9 345 28.7 
Tro.:cks 176- 14.6 139 11.6 
Pedestrians 1-13 12.0 209 ~7.S 
Bicycles and Motor Cycles 33 2.8 17 1.4 
School Busses 17 1.4 1 .08 

Total R1ghvre.y 'h'~t'1c 968 80 .. 7 7ll 59.3-

height Trains 8 0.6& 9' 0.7S 
P!:.ssenge.r ft' 3 0.25 S 0.25 

. 
'I!o~ Ra11roa:<! ~t1e II 0.92 12 l.oo 

Time trains pccup1ed crossing 1770 Sec. 147.5 sa:.. 1080 Sec. 90 Sec. 

.. . .. .. .. .. 

This trz.rt'1c COtult shows e:n increase in h1ghwezy tra.tt1c 

over the cou::tt taken ~!s.y 11, 1933, e.s shown by Socr.thern Pacific 

Compeny·~ Exhibit No. 3 which is set forth in said Decis10n No. 26372. 

The City- introduced considerable testimony- in oppos1t1.on 

to Southern ?ae1fic"s proposal to close the grade crossings at Trinity 

and ShllSts. Streets. The recor<! shows that the City is noW' ertc:lding 

She.$~ Street to the west, -::hich will increase its importance &os a 

through east and ~e~t city st=eet. Shasta Street also pa:ses through 

a portion of the b~s1nes$ district or Redding, loc~ted on each side 

ot the ra~lroad. 



With respleet to -:;he eloG1Dg or the Trinity Street 

grade cros~1ng upo:::t the opening ot' the new overhoad crossing 

at North Street, the CO~$s1on has earetttlly consi~ered the 

ev1de~ce ad~ced ~ubseque:t to the issuance ot said Decision 

No. 26372 ane! bas concluded tb£.t it shottld :-oatrirm the pro

Vis10n ot the. t order to require the closing ot' this grade e:-OSB-

1ng 7hen the said separation is open to tratrlc. This conclusion 

is reached atter caretu.lly 1I'eigb1ns the eV'.tdenee ot po.bllc con

ve~1enee and necessity ror a grade crossing o~ this short and 

unimportant $treet as contrasted With the hazard end expense or 

maintaining a grade crossing when trat:r1c is attord-e.d a. sara 

passage vd tll no material inc onvel:.1ence ove r the railroad 8. t the 

North Street sepe.:!:e.t1on. 

J.tter rev:tew:t.Dg the record in the'se proceed1ng~. the 

Com1ll1.ss!on has. conclude~ tbst it shou.ld authorize the construc-

t10n o'r the proposed separation at North Streot and~ upon the 

completion ot the sem.e, require the clos1!lg or the T:r1:l1ty Street 

gra~e crossing bu.t not the closing ot the Shasta Street crossing:, 

as urged by Southern PaCific- Company, and thl9 tollow1ng Order nll 

so ,ronde. 

Public hear1ngz hav1ng been held 1n the above ent1tled 

proceed1DgC end the matters 'being nOW' re~dy tor dee1.s1on~ 
IT IS mtEBY ORD:s:RE:D the. t: 

:t. The .People ot the State or Ce.11torn1a,~ on reJ.at1on ot' 

the Department or Pa.'b11e Works, are hereby authorized. to construct 

North Street over the tracks ot Sou.them Pae1:!'1e Company at separa.ted 

gradec in the City or Redding, subject to the tollow1.ng conditions: 
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{l) $aid sepe.rat1on shall be designated as. Cross
ing No. C-258.5-A. 

(2) Se1d sepal":ltion shall be co.c.stNeted w1 th 
clearances conto%M1ng to the proVisions or 
our General o=eer No. 26-C. 

(3) Said separation shall be constructed substan
tially in accordance With the plan shown on 
Exhibit No. 11. 

(4) The Department shall ~a.r -the entire structural 
cost ot the separat1on, whi~h shall not include 
property damage ~dfor right o~ way costs. 

(5) The Depe.rtment shall, so lo:o.g as. it is required 
to maintain North Street on e1ther side ot the 
reJ.lroed, maintain the superstrttcttU"e or said 
separation, including the pavement and 51-de
walks. 

C 6) App11ca.n t shall; w1 thin thirty (3O) day"s there
a:ter, notify this Commission, 1I:. Yr1 t1.ng, or 
the eomy let1on or the installation ot said separ
at1o::t and or its compliance "nth the conditions 
hereo~. 

II. Southern Pacific Company is hereby directed: 

(1) To remove the said existing timber overhead 
strtletare at North Street With1n the 11m:1ts or 
its right ot way, Within ninety. (90) dtrys tram. 
the date ot this order. 

(2) To :pe;rt1e1pate With the City ot Rode1:ag in cietray'
ing all. expen$es, other than struetu:ral cos.ts as
sessed to the Department, incident to the constrnc
tion ot said se~tion at North Street, ~pply1ng 
the above referred to agreo~ plan or apportionment 
or cost With the city. 

(3) To bear the expense ot ma1nta1:c.1ng the substruc
ture ot sa1d se·:paratio:c.. 

III.. The City or Redc1.1:l.g 1s. hereby directed: 

ell To participate with Soo.thern l?ae1tie Company in 
detray1!lg al.l expenses. othe:: tha::l. the struetT.1ral. 
costs assessed. to the De.:partI!lent, incident to the 
cO:lstruct1on ot s~1d separat10n e~ North Street, 
applying the ~oove ret erred. to agreed plan ot 
&.pport1omnent ot cost With SO'l'thern. PacU1c COm'p8J:l.y-

{2} To ma1nt~ the superstrueture ot said separation, 
including the pavement ttnd sidewalks, only in .. the 
event the Departnent is relieved trom ma.i!l.taln1ng 
North St=eet on either s1de ot the railroad. 



rr. This order sl:J.:lll not becol:.e ettect1ve unless t1le City 

ot Ree.d1I:g tiles with thie Commission,. and prior to the I3.ctt:a:l. eom

menc:eItent ot construction ot setd separation at North St!"cet, a 

certified cOPY' of en appropriate. ordi!leD.ce or resolution dnly a::ld.. 

resula.:-ly pe.ss:ed, 1::lst1 tttting al~ neees~ steps to legally c.bandon 

end eft'ectively close the ex1zt1ng gra.de crossing at Trtn1ty Street 

and id.entit1ed as C:-ossing No. C-258.6. Upon the completion or: con-

strnct10n or said separation ot North Street and upon its being opened 

to public use e.:cd travel,. Sou.thcm Pacific Co::pany shall pert'orm all 

the necessar,r physical work to effect the closing of said C!"oss1ng No. 

C-25S.6 to pub~ic use ~d travel. 

V. The authority herein gr"lnted shall lapse and become void it 

not oxercised within one (1) year rro~ the d~te of this order. 

VI. The Order in ~1d Dec1=1on No. 25372, in Ap~11cat1on No. 
19015, is rcse1ndad and superseded by this Orde~. 

The Commiss1o~ rese=ves the right to make such further 

o::-ders in t~ese ~roceed1ngs as to it me.,,! see~ right and proper and 

to revoke its pe~1ss1on i~) 1~ its ju~en~, public conve~ieneo 

an~ necessity demand such ~ct1on. 

The e!!ect1ve de.te 01' th1s Oreer shc.ll. be twenty (20) 

dJ::.ys fro: the date hereof. -/;..., 
Datc~ ~~ Sa~ !ranci~co, calito=~1a, ~hts _'~J~6~ ___ day 

or NoveIl'lber, 1934. 
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