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Decision No. = s

2EFCRE TEI RAILROALD COLUISSION O TEE STATE CF CALITFCRINIA

In the Laztter of the applicetion of

TED Sall JQAQUIN & KINGS RIVER Cillal

& IRATLCATION COMPAYY, INCOZPORATED,

a corporation, %o be relieved of sexr-
vice 10 J4CK GODFRTY, owner and oo-
erator of c public wtility which serves
domestic water to consumers in the

Town of Dos Palos and the immediate
vicinity.

arplication No. 19683.

L N e et

J. . Woolley, for The Sor Joaguln & Kings
River Canal & Irrigation Compeny,
Incorporeted.

Jack Godfrey, in propria persona.
Svephern 2. Galvin, Iistrict sttorney of

Kerced Cournty, for lerced County
vater District Wo. 1
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In this proceeding The Sexn Joaquin & Xings River Carzal
& Irrigetion Compery, Incorporated, engaged iz the business of
selling water fox irrigation and domestic purroses 1in lerced,
Iresno and Stanislaus counties, eske cuthority to discomticue
water service to Ja;k Godfrey who owns and operatos thé public
.ucility wator works whick supplies domestic sexvice %o thé unin~
| coxporated town of Dos Palos, in llerced County.

The applicetion alleges that Jack Godfroy has not paid
Tor the water delivered t0 him since June 12, 1933, although

monihly vllls heve been rendered snd other demends hreave beer mede
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for payment. Reguest ic made that applicant be authorized to dis-
contirue service to sald Jack Godfrey until water heretofore de-
livered be paid Lfor and suitable arrsagements be mede to0 insure
paymeznt Tor futurc waevter deliveriec.
4 public nearing in this matter was held before Bxaminer
MacXall &t Dos Palos.
According *o the evidence, Jack Godfrey operafes a public
utility water system under the fictitlious firm name and style of
Dos Paloc Veter Varks which 4z the sole cource of supnly of démestic
weter to tkhe town of Dos Palos. ALt the presént time there ére'206
weter users recelving cexvice, practically all through metered con-
nections. The weter supply 1is obtained from the Coloﬁy_Ir:igation
Canal opersted by applicant, a subsidiery of Miller & wa,'Ing;
water 1s diverted from the canal and pessed through rilter-beds of |
gravel and charcoal to & sump from which it Lz pumped inté a storage
tenk and distributed to the userz. Tor water furniszhed by applicant,:
e charge of eighteen dollers ($18.00) per month is made upon an
estimeted aversge annusl delivery of 20,000 gallons daily. Tae
testimony, howevér, indicates that the actual deliveries during the
past rew'yeafs have been aprroximately 40,000 gellons.daiiy.which,
if billed at effective rates, would c¢ca2ll for a monthly charge of
thirty-four dollers (%34.00). '
Since June 12, 1933, Jack Godfrey tas fatled and neglected
to pey anything whetsoever for thic water. The amount.due ané owlng
| under the‘eighteeﬁ-dollar rete amounfed to 5306 ornthe date of the
hoaring held in this metter. lir. Godfrey stated that he had failed
to pay the bills for the reason that durirng certein or the summer
months of 1933 and 1934 avplicart had not maintaized the water in
.{vs Colony Canal at the usual elevation (which would permit opera-

tion of +the filter ut its maximum efficiency), necessitating the




manve L operatién of his pump. hen the cenal 1s maintained at a
Tull heed, the pump is controlled dy an autometic éwitch; There
was no compleint ageinst the sexvice of water Irom the c¢anal for ,
the other months. It also appears from the statemenss T ix. Godflrey .
that even during the summer months referred %o abové 20" severe short-
8ge of water was suffered by hls consumers oa account of low:watcr
stages iz the Colony Canel. |
The San Joequin & Kings River Cenel & Irrigation conpa ny,

Iacoxporated, is esseatielly sn agricultural irrigation‘systeﬁ op=
erating epproximately 204 miles of canels in the counties or_Freéno,;_

tenisleus and Yerced. In addition and incidertal to irrigatibn
service, 1t also supplies water Lfor municipal andvindustriai uses

%o the towas of Dos Palos, South Dos Palos end Loc Benos and elso
water for the soﬁthern Pacific Company, severel large creameries
end oil-pumping stations along the line of its canals. 4s tals
latter type of scrvice requiréd the maintemance of the canels
serving such consumers at full. heads during‘thé énxire year, tke
Commission, in order to reducc the heavy and'uﬁréesonable;burden
thereby placed upon the company for maintenancé,‘repairs‘a;drclean-
ing and to reduce the cost of water for irrigation'pdrposes; auw
thorized, in its Decision No. 22228 decided Mareh 19t 1930, the
canel company to 2otify all such consumers to provide auxilisry
water s ervice either by the lowering of carzl intake pipes whe:e
used or by the imstalla tion of wells in order to permit the canal
company 0 make ithe necessary repairs and clearn the ditches during
the period of the yeer when water was not demanded roi.agricu;tural
irrigation purposes. The effective date of this reduirement was

the 30th day of December, 1930, andé the cvidence stows that,'although '

practically all other consumers 4in this clasz have made‘the necessary
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¢changes, Lr. Godrrey.has made n¢ effort whétsoever to instell the
necessary f&cilities t0 permit the canal coﬁpany t0 vary the heﬁd'
in 1%s canals.

It further appears from the testimony that the conutruc-
tion of the £1l¢ er-beds 0T vhe Dos Palos Water Works is nost crade
end 1nerric1ent and that zaid be@s are wholly insufficient in capac-
ity to provide weter in adeqﬁatelvolume for pumping during lowered
stages of the camal and that, 17 the operstor of this utility had’
installed the nececsary improvements a compliahce with the direc~
tion of ¥zis Commission irn its above Decision No. 223228, there
would be no incoavenience during t hoce months in. whichz fhe stage of
the Colony Cenal is below i%s normel opersting :t‘.eve:i.:.__~

It should be noted et this time that The Saz Joaquia & Xinge
R*ver Cangl & Irrigation Compsny, Incorporated, has\nqw-pending be~ .
fore this Commiscion another appliication (Application No. 19289} in
which 1t has requested the Railroed Commission to meke 1ts order
adtnorizing said applicant to discontinue sexvice to Doc Palos Water
works during tke months of November, December, January énd Fedbrusary
of each yesr. A4ltnough s hearing has been held in connection with ?
tals matter, no decision has as yet been rendered by reason of the
request of applicant thet the metter bYe held in'abeyancé‘pending
t2¢ possible sale of the local domestic water compeny to a county
water works district embrzecing and ineluding the community of Doc
Pelos. LADPProvel of this request would necessitate the loweriag |
of the filter-beds snd/or the installatio“ 0% a new pump 1o raise |
the water from the canal during the indicated pexried.

The record shows that during the years 1931 %o 1933; in-
clusive, the Dos Paloc Water Vorks aes earned an average gross

revezue slightly in excess of $5,00D. The billing Tfor water pur-
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'chased from epplicant hes amounted to $216 per year. TFrom this,
it 41s apparent thet no great burden is placed upon this domestic
water compeny for purchased weter. The reasons advanced dy

Mr. Godfrey fTor non-payment of this practicelly nominal charge

for watexr fTurnished, which mignt he even double tﬁe amount had he
been billed for all of the water actually delivered, are wiolly
unacceptadble and uwnconvincing and c¢learly have no foundation in
fact or reason. It should de pointed out at this time that the
operator of the Dos Palos Water Works is under obligetion sand 1s
strictly liebdle for the furnishing of waver in adequate amounts
and under reasonsble pressures to all of his consumers at all
seasons of the year and equally owes the public a dutyfto 50 ¢cOn=
duet the affairs of his utility as to provide and lmsure & pioper
and ample water supplye While this COmmissién does not desire to
place any herdship upon the resideats of Dos Palos who depend upon
the Dos Palos Water Works for service, there is no coufse opex -
other than to authorize applicant to dliscontinue service until this
delinouent account is dily setisfied. The Tecord shows thet seid
Jack Godfrey hes ample funds to pay for the water supplied %o him
by applicent and there can be, therefore, no justification at all
for any interruption of service. The rles and regulationg'Br -
applicant already provide for discontinuance of water service Zor
non-peyment of bills; in this particuler instence we will fix &
definite limit of thirty (30) days from the date of thls Order es
the time when this account nust de peld or service mey be shut off.
This period should be ample to permit sald Jack Godlirey torsettle
in full.

Application heving been filed with this Commission as
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entitled ebove, & public hearing having been held thereon, the
matier having dbeen sudbmitted and the Commissionr being now Lully
advised in the premises,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that thirty (30) deys from the
date of this Order The San Joaquin & XKings River Canal end
Irrigation Compeny, Incorporeted, be and it is hereby authoiized

%o discontinue water service to Jack Godfrey for the use of the

Dos Palos Water Works unless and until said Jack Godfrey shall
have paid in full all delinment water dills &ue and owing as
oL the date of this Order.

For all other purposes the effective date of this Order
shall be twenty (20) days from and after the date hereof.

Dated at Sen Frencisco, Calirornia, this [gf day

of January, 1935,
Qﬂ-/@'

ssioners,.




