
, ....... "". r'" Decision No. _..::!~, .;.;..I....;;l...;~;.;..)_~·_;_ 

) 
In the Matter ot the Application 01: ) 
SOD'TRERN PACIFIC CO:lP~ry: tor an order ) 
~uthorizing it,to close the agency ut ) 
Wes~orl~d Station, Imperial County, ) 
Calitornia, during the period August ) 
lst to April 30th, inclusive, of each ) 
year. ~ 

,j~ppJ.1c:e.t1on No. 19682. 

BY TE::: C O:'i~.:rSS ION: 

c. W. Cornell, tor appl,icallt. 

P. N. ~ers, C'ity A.ttorney, tor City 
of ~estmorlend, pr.oteste~t. 

B. C. Lewis, Vice J?resic\ent or the 
Order ot Railroad Telegr.9.phers, 
;protestant. 

N. D. Pritchett, Ge;ceral Ch~~irman, 
Order of Railroad. Telegrtiphers, 
pro~stant. 

OPINION .... - ..... -. ... _-
Southern Pacitic Company on November 2, 1934, tiled 

its application with the Co:om1ssion seel~ins au.thority to operate: 

its 11estmorland Station as a non-agoncy, except d:urine the months 

or i/IAY, June ond. July ot each year, -:then it is l,roposed to oon-

tinue agency service. 

A public hear1ng was conducted in t his matter by Exam-

iner Johnson on December 20, 19Z4, at ~·:eztmorle.nd, st which time 

the matter was :u'bmi tted on "oriet's which ha.ve be~tn t1led.. 

I 

Westmorland is located at the end ot the so-called 

'ITest:n.orland Branch wl:!1cll conr.e cts VIi t11 A,plicant' s Niland-Calexico'! 

Line at Ce~ipatr1o.. The only train service on th!s branch eon-

sists o'! :t'reig1lt operat1on. Theca trains ro-e opex'ated 0.5 the 
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• 
business justities e.nt1 vary throue;hout the year trom de1ly to tri-

weekly service. 
Westmorland is served not only by ~:plicantts Westmor-

land Branch but also by a pick-up and delivery service otthe Pa-

cit10 Motor Transport Company operat1D.g. !rom Brawley, thr~ugh e. 
I 

CO:ltract w1th Southern Pac11'1c Company and Re1lvre.y Express .Agency. 
State Highway Route No. 25 (U.S.99) e:r.te:lds between. Brawley and 
Westmorland, the distanoe between the -mOl communi ties beiilg 7.3 

:niles. 

Westmorland is the trad1Dg center ror an ag:ricul tural 

section or Imperial Vel. ley • The principal rail shipments: trom 
this point consist ot: cantalo't.:.pes, lettu:e, watermelons ~d 801-

~alta hay. Allot: these products, with the exce:pt10~ ot the hay, 
I 

are harvested and moo::ed. on the railroad ·'-uring the time the agency 
is proposed to be lett open. 

In Exhibit No.1, applicant sets to.rth a comperison ot 

business handled through its Westmorl~d Station tor the years . 

ending September 30, 1933, and September 30, 1934, excluding the 

months o'! May, June and July J as tollows: 
.. : Yeo.:r:* . AV • : Yea::?' .. Iv. .. .. . ' .. :Ending : Per :E:c.d1ng : i Per .. .. I t e m :9-30-34: Month :.9-30-33.:: NoOn. th . 
Station Data: 
N'U:llbe~ or 'day Bills Made 5·5 6 25 I 3 
NUmber 0 t Fre 19b. t Bills Made 236 26 68 8 
Western Union Messages 784 87 587 75 

~ei~ht Received and Forwarded: 
carloads - Cars 84 9 13 1 
carload Revenue - Looal $1,480 $164 $785 $S? 
Carload Revenue - Interline 2,997 333- 205 23 
L.C.L. Revenue - Local 53 6 62 7 
L.C.L. Revenue - Inter~ine l~ 2 39 4 
Paeitic Motor Transport Revenue 248 2S l30 14 

Station ~enses Compared With 
t.C.~ and Ticket Revenue: 
Station ~ense $l,326 $147 
L.e.I.. Revenue 316 33 
Tieket Revenue -

* • Excluding the months ot May, .rune and J'uly. 
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Thi s exb.i 'bi t, al t bou.gh. showing an 1ncrease in carlo ad 

movements 1n 1934 over 1933, shows a decrease in I.~C.L. revenues 

and an 1ncrease in Pacific N~tor Trens~ort revenue. 

Applicant alleges that 1n the event this app11catt on 1$ 

granted. an endeavor will 'be made to enge,ge a. reliable 1ndiVidual 

or f1rm, located 1n the ~ediate vicinity ot Westmorland Stat1on, 

to e.ct as custodian o't the key to the 1're1ght warehouse durinS 

such per10d as the station 1s me.1nte,ined, as a non-agenc;r,i and that 

it and so long as such a custod1an shall be engaged, les~than-car-
I 
I 

load neigh t shipment s will be stored. all.d locked in the freight 

warehouse and will be accessible to pat:'ons upon securing the key 

t:om the ~stod1a.n. 

App11cant further signi1'ied. that d'Cr1ng the p6r1od 01: 

each year when 7;estmorland Station is operated as a non-agency, 

telephone service will be :provided between th1s station and. the 

nearest agency stations thereto, without charge, 1'01' the use o'! 

patrons in communicating with the agent eoncerning railroad busi-

ness. 
'!'he granting ot this app11cat :ton was opposed bY' the 

C1 ty or Westmorland and the Order 01' Re.1lro ad ,:!!'elegI'e.:phers. It 

was the C1 ty~ s contention that tb,is eget.ey should be ma.inte.1ned 

:throughout the year end that the company enjoyod a substa:c.t1el 

amount or carload business during the hervesting season when 1 t 

is proposed to maintain the agency; also that this l'rotit justi-

tied taking the 103s during the remainder or the year; turtlle.rm:>r~, 

that an agent at Westmorland pertor.med e, helptul service to the 

sh1ppers throughout the year 1n te..lc1ng care, ot less-than-carload 

shipments, ordering car~ ~d adV1sing os to'railroad service. 

Atter ce.re~ly cons1dering tb,e record, in this proceed-

ing, it is apparent that the 'business tro.nsacted at t:b;,is station, 

outside of the months when ~0 company ~ropose~ to maintain the 
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e.gency. does not reasono.b ly juo tity agene:y- service. ~1s concltt-

.zion i8 sc.:p,orted. 1)y t:!:le tact tba tthere is en. cgency at BraneY' ~ 

w1t:!:lin a eis~ce or seven milo~, and the carr~er ~~ oftered to 

provide telephone service c.nd te.!<:e car·!! ot t:!:le small :lClQu.nt ot 

less-than-carlocd business by stor1ng '~he shipments in the com-

recei ved. trom. less-the.n-ce.rloc.d 'btlS1ne~ls du.ring the XlinEl mo:c.ths~ 

per1oo. or 1'r01'05e9- non-agency tor the j'ear end.ing S~ptembe:r 30,. 

1934, cmot.l~ted to $68.00,. Xld tor the ~ame period of the: yeo: 
enCi,ue September 30, 1933, to be ~;lOl.CO·. 

With respect to c~load buSiness, t~e s~1ppo~ s~ould 

not 'be unduly inconvenionced wi tho1J.t agency service,. po.rtieulerly 

in view or the tact that the oompc.ny M$ otre=ed to :tto'rd tele-

~hone service to both the agency at Brawley and cal1pa~1a with-

Ollt cost to the ship:9-er. 

bot 'this. time we wish to annOl~:lO¢ trot the e;:r~t1ng ot 

this app11ea.t1on shorLld not be considerl~d as c:n enter~ne .weclgo 

to c.bc.n~on the agency service throu:e;hou.1; the year,. nor to abandon 

operc.tion on this branch line. On the eIther h:md, the Comm:is·sion 

Will expe.c.t tb.o.t ~geney service o.t Wc.st!Horl::.nd mll be ~ncr~::.ed 

rather tho.n <iim1.n1shed i:t in the future business 8.l'pee.rs to justity 

~e. Furthexmore, we will n~t f.ix the ~etin1to limits or clo~ing 
this agency a.s c.ppl:ted for bTlt will require the carrier to meet 

the shipping requirements;. The plan \7111,. !low-ever,. be bOoseG. upon 

mA1nta1n~ ceen~j serv1ce o.p~roximately three months througho~t 

the yeax. Tb.e Ci t:r contends that ::lOW a.e'11'elopments are ir.. sieht" 

which sho1.!ld 1.r.crease sh1:J;>ments from 7ies·bnorland... It' and when 

suet o.:ddi t io:Lal bt:Sinese is offered to the ro.11roa.d we shell 

\ 

ex;peet :t t to increase: the e..eenoy serviee so as to mee,t the r~n-

able requ1rel:l.ents or its pe. trollS. 



It has been urged that this ager~ey servico should be 

maintained to take ee.re or express ~d telegral'h bueiness.. It 

sho'Uld 'be pOinted O'.lt that e.p.:v11cant' s prc'posel dOGS not involve 

the c.bando:cment or express serviee, which Will be carried on 'by 

?aei::'ic Mote::- Transport e.s at present. 

With reSl'ect to telegra:ph sel'Vice, we could not reason-

ably re~u1re the railroad to m8intain its agency to provide tele-

graph service it the railroad business did not justity sucil'ageney 

expense. On the other hand, it :public convenience and necessity 

require telegraph servioe, it would 'be incumbent upon the tele-

graph compe:c:y to prc:>vide such service. 

ORDEE . , ,...----

A public hearing haviDg been held, the COmmiss1onbe-

ing apprised of the tae:ts, brie!s haVing 'bElen tiled, and thel I:I.e.t-

ter haV1ng been duly submitted, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDE?ED that Southern Pac itiO' COIllPallY' is 
, 

hereby authorized to abandon the agency ~t its WestmorlendSta-

tio~, located at the end ot its Westmorland. Eranch otthe Nilane-
CaJ.ex1eo !'ine, County ot Imperial, state of Calitorn1e., <luring 

the period t'rom tl.ppro:d.m.e.telYAugust 1st ot aaeh year to tho!tol-

lowing April 30th, inclusive, and to change its station reO'o::ds 

~d tariffs accordingly, subject, however, to the following con-

ditions: 

(1) Ap:p11cent shell cont1nue so.i<1 station as 
an agency st~t1on during the period !rom 
apprOximately May lst to Julj 31st, in-
cl'Usi ve, o"r each year, and. al$ e. non-
agenoy station du:r-1ng t.he reIo.ainder ot 
eaO'h year. 
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(2) Applicant shall :e.1nte1n Q. OOI:pec.y telephone 
at said station tor the use o:f' its patrons 
so that they may transact railroad business 
with the De'e.rest agency, w1thc~ut charge to' 
said patrons. 

(3) Al',lioeJ:lt shall give not less than ten (10) 
days' notice to the public ot said agency 
abandonment by posting no'tice tl.t sa1d sta-
tion. 

(4) Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days 
thereat'ter, not ity this Comm1 ss1on, in w.ri t-
ing, of' the abandonment or tb.e :t'a.cili t1es 
au thori zed herelin and or ! ts c om:pl1ance w! th 
the conditions hereof. 

. (5) The au tho:-i zation herein graI~ ted ~he.ll la.pse 
and become void it not exero~sed w1tc1n one 
(1) year from the date hereof' unless turther 
time is granted by subseq'Uen~; order. 

The e:uthori ty herein granted. sl'la.ll become etteet:t vo 

twenty (20) days fro:n the date of this orde:!:'. 

Dated. at Se.n Francisco, Cal1torni;!i, this 

ot February) 1935. 

Commissioners. 
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