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Decision No. WARR - |

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD CCUNISSION OF THE STLIE OF CALIFORNIA;

) I Pr ot et
In the MNatter of the Application of ) :ﬁ«:'&g;;é;jg,ﬁxz{j\z
SOUTEERN PACIFIC COMPANY for an order ) S s T el
auttorizing it % close the ageney at ) S e U e i
Westmorland Station, Imperial County, ) Applicetion No. 19682.
Celifornis, during the period August g » 1
it to April 30+h, incluzive, of each
year. 3

C. W. Cornell, for epplicent.

P. N. liyers, City Attorney, for City
of Testmorland, protestent.

3. C. Iewls, Vice President of the
Orxder oI Railroed Telegraphers,
protesveant.

N. D. Pritchett, Gereral Chairman,
Order of Railroad Telegrephers,
protestant. o

EY THS COMDISSION:
0PINION

Southern Pacific Company on November 2, 1934, f£iled
its epplicetion with the Commission seeking authority to operatek
its VWestmorland Station as a non-agency, except during the month%
of Moy, June and July of each year, when 1t is broposed o con~ |
tinue agency service.

A publié hearing wes conducted in this matter by Exem- |
iner Johnson on December 20, 1934, et Westmorland, st which dime
the matter was submitted on briefs which have beem Tiled.

Testmorland is located at the end of the so~-called
Teostmorland Branch which conrects with Applicant’s Nilend~Calexico
Line et Celipatria. Tke only train sorvice on~t£is.branch con-
sists of freight operetion. These treins are operated as the
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business justifies end vary throughout the year from dm.lzf to tri-
weellly service. |

Testmorland 1s served not only by e plicant's V’ec'tmo::-
lend Branch dut also by a pick~up and delivery service or tb.c Pa-
cific otor Transport Company operating Irom grawley, thrqugh a
coatract with Southern Pacific Company and Refilwey Expresé AZeNCY
Stete Eighwey Route No. 26 (U.S.99) extends between Brawley and
Westmorland, the distance between the two communities bei#g 7.2
miles. |

Testmorleand is the traling center Tor an ogricul turel
section of Imperial Velley. The principel rgil shipmentsirrom
this point consist of cantaloupes, lettuce, watermelons u:".td al-
felfe hay. 4All of these products, with the exceptiozi or i:he hay,
are hervested and moved on the railroad during the time tﬁe agency
is proposed to be left open.

In Zxhidvit No. 1, applicant sets rofth a compe.:rison o:.;
business handled through its Westmorland Station for the #ears .
ending September 30, 1933, and September 30, 193¢, excluding the
nonths of May, June anéd July, as follows:

TeeT* T Ave T Ye&x‘ﬁ:; AvVe
'Ending Per :Ending : Per

ty 4 B9
o8 20 0B

Iten :9-30-34: MNonth :9=30=33: Month
Station Data: ' -
“Number of wWay Bills lMeade 55 6 25 3
Number of Freight Bills Mede 236 26 68 8
Western Unlion Messages 784 87 687 76
ITreisht Received and Forwarded:
carloeds - Cars 84 9 13 1
Cerload Revenue -~ Local $1,48 $le4 $785 $87
Carload Revenue = Intexrline 2,997 333 205 235
L.C.L. Revenuve - Iocal 53 3 62 7
LeC.Lle Revenue - Interline 15 2 39 4
Pacific Motor Transpoxrt Revenue 248 28 130 14

Station Expenses Compeared with
-L.C.L. and Ticket Revenue:

Station kxpense $1,326  $147
LeCel. Revenue . 316 . 3%
'J.’ic];e‘_: Revenue - -

* m Ixcluding the months of May, June and July.
-2- ' :




This exhidit, although showing an increase in c?:load
movements in 1934 over 1933, shows o decrease in L.C.L. révennes
ané esn increcse in Pacific Motor Transport revenie. 1

Applicant.alleges that in the event this applicetion is
grented an endeavor will be mede %o enzage a reiiable 1ndividual
or firm, located in the Iimmediate vicinity'of‘WbstmorlandjStation,
t0 act as ¢ustodian of the key to the freight warehouse dﬁring
such period as the station is meintained as & non-agency{ and that
if and so long as such a custodian shall‘be‘engaged, lessrthan-cam-?
load freigh®t shipments will be stored and locked in the r%eight |
warehouse and will be accessible to patrons upon securingithe Xey
from the custodiane. |

Aipplicent further signified that during the period of
each year when Westmorland Station 13 operated 8s & non-aéency,
telephone service will be provided between this station and the
nearest agency stations thereto,without gharge, foxr the ubc ot
patrons in communicating with the agent éoncerning railrogd busi-

ness.

The granting of this application was opposed dy the

City of VWestmorlend and the Oxder of Reilroad Telegraphers. It
was the City's contention that this sgercey should be maintained
;hxoushout:tﬁe vear ené that the compaﬁy enjoyel a éubstanzial
azount of carload dusiness during The hexvesting season wﬁen i
is proposed t0 meintein the agency; &lso that this profitfjusti-‘
field taking the loss duringz the remeinder of the year; Nurthermore,
thet an agent at Westmorland performed e helpful service to ;he
shippers throughout the year in taking cere of less-than-cerlcad
shipmanfs, oxdering cars und advisizng oz 0 ralilroad servico.
After cerefully considering the record in this proceed- .
ing, it ic apparent that the business transacted at this station,

outside of the momths when the company proposes to meintein the
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agency, €oos not reasonsbly justiry ageney service. This conclu=

slon Is supported by the fact that there is an cgency at Brawley,
wlithln & distomce of seven miles, and the carrier has offored to
previde telephone service and talke car: of the small zmount of
less-than-carlocd business by storing the shipments in “the com-
ranyTte warehouse under lock. The tablo above shows the teveﬁue
received from.lessethan-carload busineus during the niné months*
pericd of proposed non-zgency for the year ending September 30,
1934, cmounted to $68.00, and for the seme period of th&\year
ending September 30, 1933, to be $L0L.CO.

With respect to carload business, the shippor should
ot be uaduly inconvenlenced without agency service, particulerly
in view of the fact that the company hes offered to offord tele-
paone service 4o botk the agency at 3rasley and Calipatria.mith-
out cost to the shipoer. |

At this time we wish t¢o annouwiace that the granting of
this application should not e considered eas on entering wedge
to abondon the agency service throughout the year, nor to abandon
opersticn on this branck line. On the ¢ther hand, the Commission
will expect that asgency service at Westnorland will de inbreased
rather than diminished 1if {n the future business appeers torjustify
same. TFurthermore, we will not Lix the definite limits of ciosing
thls sgency as cpplied for but will require the carrier %o meet
the siipping requirements. The plen will, howeve:, be ba#ed upon
meintalning egeney service aprroximately three months thréughouz
the year. The CLty contends that now Gevelopments sre it sight .
whilchk should fncrease shipments Lfrom Westmorland. If and wken
suck &dditfonal business 1s offered to the railroad we shall
expect Lt to Lncrease the zgency service so as to meet thg Teason-

adble reguirements of its patrons.




T4 hes been urged thet this sgemey service should de
neintained to teke care of express aund telegraph business. IT
should bve pointed out that epplicentts proposel doeg not involve
the abandonment of expross service, which will be carried on By
Pacific Motor Transport es &t present. -

Tith respect $o telegraph service, we could not reason-
ebly require the railroad to maintain Lts agency W provide tole-
graph service if the railroad dDusiness did not Justify sugh'agency -
expense., On the ovher hend, 1T public convenience and necesslty
require telegrarpn service, it would be incumbent upon the téle—

graph compeny to provide such sexvice.

A public hearing having been held, the Commission De-
ing spprised of the facts, briefs heving been filed, and thei mat-
4ter having been duly submitted, | |

I7 IS HEREBY ORDERED that Southern Pacific Company 1s
tereby suthorized to ebandon the agency at its Westmorland S"ta—

ion, located at the end of its Westmorland Branch of the Niiand-

Calexico Line, County of Imperial, State of Californis, durihg
the period from approximetely August 1st of cach year to thel fol-
lowing April 30%h, inclusive, and to change 1%z station records

end teriffs accordingly, subject, however, %o the rollbwing één—
ditions:

(1) Applicant shell continue said station as
an sgency station during the period from
approximately May lst to July 3lst, in-
¢lusive, of cach yesar, and as & non=-
agency station during the remainder of
each year. :




Applicant shall zeintein o coupeny telephone
8t seid station for the uss of its patrons
30 that they mey transact ralilroad dDusiness
with the pearest agency, without cherge wo
sald patrons.

Anolicent shall give not less than ten (10)
days' notice to the public of sald agency
abandonment by posting notice ut said ste~-
tion.

Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days
vhereafter, notify this Commission, in writ-
ing, of the abandorment of the facilities
authorized herein and of Zts compllance with
the conditions hereof.

(5) The authorization herein granted shall lapse
end become vold 1f not exercised witkhin one
(1) year from the date hereol unless further
time is granted by swbsequent oxder.

The awthority herein granted siall become etrectivé

weaty (20) deys from the dete of this oxder. dria(ﬁ
Dated at San Froncisco, California, thls 2 “'?ay

of February, 1935.

Commissioners!




