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'BEFOP.E T.B.E RA.II.ROAD COMMISSION OF lEE S'!'ATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

In the Matter ot the Application ot ) 
SEQUOIA & GEN.ERAI. GRA."'J'T ~rATION.AI. P.AlU(S ) 
COMP~~ tor changes in routes, etc. } 

BY THE COMMISSION -

OPINION 

Application No.19834 
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Sequoia and. Ge:leral Grant National Parks Company, a corporation, 

requests a certificate of public convenience aDd :lecess1tytor.the, 

transportation ot passengers, baggage and express between Fresno and 

the two national parks. Applicant proposes a new scheme o~ oper _ 

at10ns comprised in a "Circle Tour," with Fresno as its base, and 

asks that the certificate therefor be granted in lieu or all its --
prior certificated rights. The operations ere sche~uled between 

June 10th and Septemb~r 10th, each year. 

Applicant proposes to operate from Fresno zouth to Visalia 

and Exeter, thence to Sequoia Perk, thence over the DeW highway 

connecting Sequo1a and G::-a:l.t Perks (in lieu ot tbe present route 

via Lemon Cove and Badger), thence returning from Grant Park to 

Fresno, via Centerville (i~ !1eu o! Sanger), Where tbe route is 

cO:1pleted. The entire distance is lee miles. A daily schedule 

leaVing Fresno at S a.m. and returning at ~:.30 :p,.m. is provided. 

The movement is to be in one direction only, except between the 

two :p arks. Exist1ng restrictions as to local service are 

to be preserved. end stop-overs at pOints served are prOVided tor 

but all transportet1on is to be sold on a round. tri~ bas1e, except 

between Visalia and Ash Mountain and inter.m.ed1ate po1nts,1'or ... 

which local and one weyand round. trip tares are proposed in 

consistency With prior certif1cates, and shuttle service 'between 

the parks. 

By this new operation applicant will make connection at 

~resno only with tra1n and bus movements in both directions an' 

consolidate 1ts transport~t1on and sightseeing serv1ee into one 



operation, with stop-over at the ~arksor other pOints, not to 

exceed :1nety days. ~pp11cent also seeks authority to ma1ntain 

~on call" service on the newly constructed ~Generals Highway" 

between the two perk~ and also trom Grant Park to Eume over the 

newly constructed (in part) h1gnway through Kings River Canyon. 

This so-called "Circle Tour" appears to assemble all the 

advantages ot rapid visitation to two of the nation's great park$ 

end avoids the disadvantages which experience has shown-to retard 

such move~ents in the past. 

As applicant does not intond to pertorm any service, local 

in character, between Fresno end Exeter, and trom such ~o1nt$ 

only to points beyond Exeter, it does not affect other carriers. 

Pacific Creyhound tines specifically waives objection. 

This appears to be a reasonable reconstruction or applicant'S 

present r1ghts and duties only and is a matter in which apub11c 

hearing1s not necessary. 

The application will be granted. 

Sequoia and. General Grant National Parks Com:pany 18 hereby 

~laeed upon ~otice that "operative rights" do not constitute a 

class ot property which should be capital1zed or used as an element 

ot value in determining reasonable rates. Aside ~m their purely 

permissive aspect, they extend to the holder a full or partl a1 

monopoly ot a class ot business over a particular route. This 

monopoly teature may be changed or destroyed at any time by the 

ste.te which is not in any respect 11m1 ted to the number o'! rights 

which may be given. 
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Se~uo1a and General Grant N~t10nal Park~ CQmpany hav1ng made 

application, as above entitled, tor a cert1ticate in lieu ot all --
its previous grante~, tor the operation of automotive service tor 
the transport$t1on ot passengers, their baggage end express be -

tween Fresno and Sequoia National Park, General Grant National 

Park and certain inter.mediate pOints etc., 
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n::E EA.I!.ROAD COMMISSION OF T.S:E STATE OF CA.tIFORNIA HERE:BY 

DEClA-~S tnat public convenienoe and necessity require the estab­

lishment and ~peration ot automotive service tor 

l. A Ci.l"cle Tour trom. Fre:::no 'back to Fresno, to be 

operated daily June 10 to Se,tember 10, each year,both 

dates inclusive, via Visalia, Exeter, Ash Mountain, 

G1~t Forest and Grant Park. 

2. Round trip service Visalia and Exeter to Giant 

Forest, gOing portion to be operated 1n connection 

with Circle Tour; return portion to be "oncallft to 

holders ot such round trip t10kets only. 

3. Local service IN ONE DIRECTION ONLY, Visalia to 

Ash Mountain and intermediate pOints, EXCEPT that no 

looal service will be furnished !rom Visalia to Exeter. 

This service to be operated 1n~oonnection With Circle Tour. 

4. local service m ONE DIRECTION ONLY Grant Park to 

Fresno, serving all intermediate ~oints en route in con­

nection with the Circle Tour. 

5. An "'On Call" service 1:'esno to Grant Park and return, 

no service to intermediate pOints, return portion ot trip 

to oe turnished in connection With Circle Tour. 

S. An "On Call~ serVice tor a min1mum ot tour (4) passen. 

gers G11l'C.t Forest to Grant Park and return via Generals 

E:ighway. 

7. An ~On Callft werv1ce for a minimum ot tour (4) passen­

gers Grant Park to ~oa~ E!ld~ on Kings River EigllwaY9 

over and along the tollowing route: 

Beginning at Fresno, thence south to Visalia, via 
Highway No.99, thence via main highway, v1aExeter, 
Lemon Cove and Three Rivers to the Ash Mountain en­
trance to SeqUOia National Park;" ··~:.~om tost Grove 
(north entrance to said Park, Via Generals Highway 
to General Grant Park east entrance; thence trom the 
west entrance ot said Park to Fresno, via Dunlap, 
Minkler and CenterVille; and 
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IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that e cert1t1cate 01' public convenience 

and necessity therefor be and the same hereby is granted Sequoia 

& GenEral Grant National Parks Company, subject to the tollow1Dg 

conditions: 

1. Applicant shall tile its wr1tte~ acceptance 01' the 
certi~icate herein granted wit~i~ a period 01' not to ex­
ceed fifteen (15) a.ay~ from the date hereot, st1:pulating 
in sa1d acaptance that the certificate here1n granted 
shall be in lieu of all ~revious certiticates granted to, 
or acquired by, applicant, which preVious certit1ca.tec 
are herein revoked and annulled. 

2. Applicant shall tile, in triplicate, and make eftect­
ive Within a ~eriod or not to exceed thirty (30) days 
atter the etfective date 01' th1s order, on not less than 
ten days' notice to the Co~ission and the public a tar1tt 
or taritts constructed in accordance w1th the requ1r~ents 
01' the Co~i~s1on's General Orders and containing rates 
and rules wb.1eb., in volume and ettect, .-shall be identical 
With the rates and rules shown in the exhibit attached to 
the application in so tar as they contorm to ,the certiticate 
herein granted, Or rates satisfactory to the Ra1lroad 
Comm1ssion. 

3. Applicant shall tile, in duplicate,. and make' et1:'ecti ve 
wi thin a period. o't not to exceed thirty (30) da.ys at'te,r the 
et'~ective date or this order, on not less than tivedayst . 

notice to the CO~Jnission and the public, time schedules 
covering the service herein authorized in a torm satisfactory 
to the Rai1roed CommiSSion. 

4. The r1snte and yrivilegee herein a.uthorized. may not 
be discontinued, sold, leased., tT.snsferred nor assigned 
unless the written consent ot the Eei1roed Commission' to 
such discontinuance, sale, lease, transfer or assisnment 
cas t1rst been secured. 1 

5. No veh1cle may be operated. by app11cent here~ unless 
such vehicle is ovmed by said applicant e= is leased by it 
under a contract or agreement on a basis sa.tisfaetory to 
the Railroad. Commission. 

6. Applicant may transport no passengers nor property 
between Fresno and Exeter or intermed1ate pOints, except 
such passengers and/or property destined. to points beyond 
Exeter, illClud.1nS return ot passengers to Fresno. 

7. The cervice herein authorized is a seasonal service 
between June lOth and September 10th ot each year, 'but 
applicant may, it it elects, operate schedules in Whole 
or 1n nart over its route provided said SChedules are 
tiled on at least rive (5~ deyst notice to the Co~ss1on 
and t~e ~ublic, covering the period and pOints to be included 
in said extra schedules. 
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IT IS HEREBY FO'RTHER ORDERED that tlle operative rights 

heretotore granted ap~licant~, or its predecessors, by 

Decision No.18552, dated June 27, 1927, on Application 

~!o.1386S; 'by Decision No.19088, dated December 2, 1927, 

o~ Application No.1413S; by Decision No.21093, dated May 15, 

1929, on A,p11cetion No.15392; by Decis10n No.27520, dated 

}Tovem'ber 13, 1934, on Application No.196es,a.n~ 'by ,Decision 

No.236GB, date4 July 3, 1931, on Application No.~7445, be 

and each o'! them hereby are revoked and annulled. 

?or all other purposes the effective date or this order 

shall 'be twenty (20) days trom the dete hereot. 

Dated at San ?rancisco,Celitornia, this ~dey o~ 
Me.rch, 1935. 

s. 


