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Decisior No. 278G

BELFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF 75X STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the matter of the applicatior of
PALM SPRINGS WATER COMPANY, & core
poration, for authority to execute a
contract with the Southern Pecific Rail-
road Compeny, a corporetion, and the
Southern Pecific Compeny, a corporation.

Application No. 19831,

C.L. McTarland, foxr Applicante.

C.W. Cormell, for Southern Pacific Compeny
end Southern Pacific Railroed Compeny.

ZY THE COMMISSICN:
OCPINION

This is an application on behalf of the Palm Springs
Water Company, & corporation, supplying water to the residents of
Palm Springs and vicinity, Riverside County, asking for authority
to execute & contrect with the Southern Pacific Reilroad Compeny,
& corporation, and Southern Pacific Compeny, a corporation.

4 public hearing in this matter was held before Lxominer
MacKell at Palm Springe.

Accoxding to the evidence, the incressed growth of Palm
Springs duwring the past few years has placed such a demend upon
this utilityrs existing water supply that 1% is now unable to
serve adequately 1ts present comsumers. Since 1930 the metored
users bave increased 20€ in number, of which 110 new patrons were
glven service during the pest year of 1934. During the past two
years efforis have been made by the company to obtain additional
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waier from wells; however, after ean expeaditure of approximately
five thousand dollars (£5,000) or two wells whick produced no
water at all, this possidle source was abandonede

Paln Springs Weter Company heretofore had obtained a
permit fIrom the Division of Water Resources of the State of
Celifornia to appropriate and divert one and ome~kalf (1%)
second Teet or seventy-five (75) miner's inches of water from
Snow Creek, & stream heving 1t3 source on the slopes of Mt. San
Jacinto, in Riverside County, subject to & prior epproprietion
of three and two-tenths (3.2) second feet held jointly by thke
Soutsern Pacific Compeny, a corporation, end the Southern
Pacific Rallroed Company, a corporation,<l) in the same stream,
Zowever, attempts on the part of applicant‘to develop anéd divert
water Irom Snow Creek were enjoined by Nev-Cal Electric Securities

Company which cleimed prior diversion rights in Snow Creek by

Teason of certain purported appropriations and through ownershiyp

of certain lands riparian to said creeX. In order to avolid fur-
ther livtigation on this stream and to secure the immediate use of
as much water as possidle, applicant entered into an agreement
under date of Septemder 12, 1934, supplemented by en agreement
dated October 30, 1934, (Exbibits Nos. 3 and 4, respectively) with
sald Nev=Cal Electric Securities Compary wherein and whereby the
Water Compeny for the sum of six thousend dollars (%6,000) pﬁr—
ckased 800 acres, more or less, of riparian lands of said Securie
vies Compeny and es between the two partlies agreed upon their

respective rights thereunder to divert snd approprieste waters of

+e Kor convenlience, tae Joint rights of these two corporatioﬁs
will Ye referred %o hereafter as Southern Pacific Companye




Snow Creeks _

The Southern Pecific Company cleims T he Tight to the
Tirst three and two-tenths (3.2) second feet £1low of Snow Creek
and diverts water therefrom through its own pipe line consisting
of spproximately 15,000 feet of S~inch main anning from the
Polnt of diversion to Palm Springs Station situated in the floor
of the valley on the melan line of its railroed. In order to obe
teln the necessary rights of way end 0 satisfy the prior clains
©f the Southern Pecific Company, applicant has been forced to
enxtoer into &n agroement with sald company adjusting the respective
rights of the twe parties to divert and appropriate the waters of
Spow Creek and providing further for the Joiht use of the pipe
line and facilities of the Reilrosad Company. Lt present the
Rellroad Compeny is using not in excess of one (1) second foot of
water Yhrough its Snow Creek pipe lime for tank, engine, end sta-
tlon service at Palm Springs Station with occasional use amd de~
mand for water for tank-cers and also for use at the Railroad
Company*s Gernet Station and other incidental reilroad uses. It
appears’thererore, according to the testimony, that there should
be an ample surplus of water not required by the Southern Paciric
Compeny which ualder the proposed contract will be made available
for use by Palm Springs Water Company.

Mr. Raven, one of the engineexs for the Southern Pacific
Cdmpany, vestified that the estimated capacity of the Southern
Pacific pipe line at its present point of diversion in excess ot
the comdbired »ights of the Southerr Pacifie Conpany and the Weater

Compeny is four end seven~tenths (4.7) second feet. This capacity

skould de increased considerably by the installation by the Water

Conpany of a proposed extension of 6,300 feot of l0=inch msin




whick will permit diversion at & higher elevation cud also elgﬁi—

rate the présent large amount of loss of water through natural
charnel seepagee |

The agreement which applicant desires to be granted por-
mission to enter into with the Southern Pacific Reilroed Compeny
and the Southern Pacific Compeany provides for the joint use of
the Snow Creek pipe line now owned by the Southern Facific Compeny,
the right t0 extend the presert pipe line to a new intake, and the
right to carry all waters which the said VWater Compeny may be enw-
citled to divert in Snow Creek through said pipe line, together
with the Tight t0 use at any and all times such surplus waters as
mey not be required by the Southern Pacifie Rallroad Compeny for
its own uses through the sbove facilities. As the Palm Springs
Station is several mliles from the reservoir of the TWater Codpany
located in the Tovn of Pelm Springs, it will be necessary for ap-
Plicent to install end meintain a conmecting pipe line from said
tank to the reservoir. This instellaetion, together with the ex-
teasion of the pipe lime from the preéent point of divqrsion axd
the installation of the necessary Civerting facilities, is esti-
neted to Tequire an expenditure on the part of applicant of ap-
proximately ten thousard dollars (§10,000). In view of the money
already spent in the fruitless endeavor to obtain water from

sher sources, applicant is willing to make this expenditure in
order to‘obtain water from the known developed source and avoid
the alternative of constructing an irndependent pipe line.

The Iroposed contract provides, among other things,
that, in consideration ;or the joint use of the présent Snow Lreek
water Zacilities of thke Southkern Pacific Company 2and its’su:plus
waters, Palm Zprings Weter Company shall pay for all necessaly

costs Of installetion of additionmal pipe linec and structures,
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skall mzintain et its own expense the entire pipe line from point

of diversiorn %o the Palm Springs Statiorn tank and will permit the
title of the entire Snow Creek pipe line as extended to remain in
the Southerz Pacific Compeny. In addition to this, the Water
Company &lso agrees 1o pay for the salary of a caretaker %o look
arper sald Snow Creek system provided said salary shall not de

ir excess of L£ifty dollars ($30.00) pexr month. The term of this
égreement_is for a period of four years and six months from and
af'ter the twenty-fourth day of Decemder, 1934, and provides fur~
ther that sald agreement shall comntinue in full force and effect
thereafter until terminated by elther party upon the giving of
six months' notice to that effect.e Although the fixed duration
of this rroposed agrecment iIs for a rather short period of time,
yet the mutual advantages acceruing thereunder to each of the
perties Interested indicate that undoubtedly it will bde continued
in effect for at least a consideradble numder of yeare in the
future. Az there 1s no other public utility water system operat-
ing in this area capable of providing proper service to the come
munity of Palm Springs and vicinity and no otkher kmown local source
of additional water available in adequate guantities other thar
from Snow Creek, 1t appears that tie suthority reguested should de
granted..

Palm Springs Walter Company, & corporation, heving made
application as entitled above, a public hearing having beexn held
thereon, the matter naving been duly submitted anéd the Coxmission
belng now fully advised in the premises,

IT IS EEREEY ORDERED that Palm Syrings Weter Company, @




corporetion, de and It i1s hereby authorized to enter into an agree~
ment with ‘the Southerr Pacific Railrosd Compeny, a corboration,
and the Soutkern Pacific Company, & corporation, in substeantially

the seme foxm a2z the copy of the proposed agreement by and between

sald parties as set out in Exhidit "ir attached to the application

herein which 1s hereby made a part of this Order by reference.
IT IS HERESY FURTHER ORDERED thet Palm Springs Water

Company, & corporation, file with this Commission, within twenty

(20) deys from the date of its execution, two certified copies of

tRe agreement as finally consummated.

The authority herein granted shall become effective upon
the date hereof.

vzl
Dated at Sen Franclsco, California, this 2 dey of

QW\ o e s , 19354

U
S

comrmissioners.
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