e ‘7( N

e

Decision No. I RI1.

BEPORE TEE RATIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.
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)
In the Matter of the LApplication of the )
SUNSET RAILWAY COMPANY, s Celifornix }
Corporation, for zmthority to close i%ts ) Application No. 19584.
agency at Mo.ricopa, Celiforniz. ;

Rodert Bremnen and M. ¥W. Reed, for Applicent.

C. ¥. Johnson,.for certain residents of Maricope,
. Protestant.

B. C. ..ewis, for Order of Reflroad Telegraphers,.
. Interested . Party. 3

BY TEE COMMISSION:

In this proceeding authority fs sought by the Smasot

Pailwxy Company to adandon the agency at Maricopa, in Xexrn
County, and thereafter operate the same &S o nOn=agency station.
' L publfc hearing wes conducted in this application by
Dxominer Ernter oz November 15, 1934, at Taft, at which time

the matter was teken under subdbmission with the understanding
that certain interosted parties would be allowed & reasonadle
time In whick to file affidavits setting forih thelr contentions
why this agency should be comtinued; With the further provision
that 1f after the affidavits are filed the railroad desires to
cross-examine these parties, 1t Will ask that a further hearing
be held 1.:::. the matter. This arrangement wes made because & number
of witnesses who had plaﬁned on being at the hee&ing were pre-
vexted Lrom doing so By a héavy rain storm in that district and
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it was thought that rather then continue the hearing It would be
nore desirable to provide that these wltnesses file affidavits
setting forth their positions.

Mericop= is tho terminal of one bramch of the Sunset Rail-
way which operates between Bokersfield and the o1l fields to the
west. This railroad iz owned Jjolintly by the Southern Pacific Company
end The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company, the menagement
glternating every Tive years. The rail service at Mericopa consiszts
of freight operation only with trains operating tri-weekly.

The volume of business hendled at this station was shown

to be &3 follows:
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Total Reverme Lfrom &ll shipments €0 and from Maricops,
regardless of destination. Applicant divides a portion of
this revenue with connecting railroaés.

The primasy expense of maintaining this station is the agent's

salary, emounting to spproximately $2,250 per year. The other annual

expenses, counsisting of light, water, heat, telephome and maintaining
the building are estimated at zbout §20J. :

Exhibit No. 2 shows that during the year 1933 the commercial




telograpk recelpts at Maricopa Station amounted to {367.52, of which
the reilroad’™s proportion wes £183.49; and for the £irst ten months
of 1934 the i'ecaipts were $537;38, the rafilroad’s proportion being
$16€469. | "

The busimess tremsacted st the adjocent non-ﬁ@encf stations
of Pentland and Hazelton, 4.5 and 1.8 miles, respectively, to the
east, is handled through the agent at Maricopsz. The amount of car-

load business kendled at these two stations was showe $¢ be as follows:
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* Totel revemue from ell chipments % end from these stations, the
greater portion of which fz divided between upplicant =nd
connecting corriers.

Loyplicant contends that the less-than-carloed dbusiness is

50 small 1t does not j'as‘tim' the meintenance of an agexnt; that the

carload business can be handled without egency service: that if tke

shipper is required to contact an agent personally it would not be

Inconvenient for him to negotiate with the agent at Taft, loecated

gbout seven miles to the north of Maricopa by highway; that Taft

and Maricopa are in the same locel telepyhone exchonge which affords
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& convenient and inexpensive means of securing information from
&n agent relative to rzilrosd service; that with the recent int~
tatlion of Less-then~carload service by Southern Pacific Motor
Tremsport between Bakersfield and Maricopa and adjacent tom,
there is less need for sgency service; that with the mprq'frment of
higlhways throughout the district served by the Suxset Ralilway,
shipments ere being moved more dy truck end less by rafl; and
that there has been & continuel decrease in the total amount of
©ll shipped from this district, which is the principel enterprise,
the result being tic’ the entire rail operation of applicant is
conducted at & loss. .&p}:«;}.‘i:t.\mt Proposes to provide & telephone
et Maricopa for the use &:‘:P itz patrons in contacting the sgent at
Talt. |

The City of Maricopm axd a pumber of shippers and organi-

zetion representstives f:az@j:eued in opposition to the granting of

this application cont&zﬂiﬁ;tg that 1f the agency service were dlis-
continued, shippers would be serlously inconvenienced in that they
would de deprived of ageucy service for less-thane~cerload shipments -
whick has included notice of arrivel of shipments; that it would de
Inconvenient for them to place oriers for carload shipments to be
forwerded snd they would recelive nb notice of carloed shipments
delivered; that it wounld be uvnsatisfactory to contact the agent

at Taft, elther by telephone or personal visit; that there Is a |
substentisl smount of dusiness conducted through the Maricope agency
for bdoth the Pentland end Hazeltonr non=ggency statlioxs which showld
be considered &s part of the Maricope agency dusimess; end that
there are prospects of considerable new btucsiness in the near Iuture
in the wzy of live stock shipments and shipmentz of roed materisis
and supplies to Govermment comps. Nost of the protestamts, however,




teatified that the greater portion of their shipments was moved
by truck.

On Mey 19, 1932, applicant filed z simflar application,
No. 18154, seeking euthority to closze this agency. The Commission,
in 1ts Order in Decislon No. 25224, dated Octoder 3, 1932, steted,
axong othex thiné,s, that applicant had not offered & satisfactory
rlen of cering for less~than-carload shipments, and +the spplica-~
tion was denied without prejudice.

Sadbsequent to the last hearing a plan for bandling appli-
cant's less-than-carload shipments has beea developed, wheredby dally
service will be offered between Bekersficld and Naricopa stations
by the Pacific Motor Tranmsport, and local deliveries in Maricopa will
be performed by a local draymen who will have access to the station
waresouse at Maricopa. Under this plan of operation the less~than-

carloed service at Maricope should not be inferfor to that now offercd..

Although there is a substantial emount of carioa.d business
enjojed at the Peatland non-agency station, which is the‘ Junction for
the lines to Maricopa on the one hand and Teft oxn the other, this
business could, with little added inconvenience, be handled as well
at the Talt agency z=s at Maricopa. Waile it is true that en agent
offers some service to the carload sh:.pper in ‘.:hé wey of arrenging
for cars, billing and notification of delivery of cars, the need
Tor agency service Ls not as great for carload shipments as Ls the
case with less-then=-carload shipments. It may be observed thet at
the zon-agency of Pentland there is & large volumree of cerload business
coxducted without agency service and this sanme thin@ iz true at Zezelton
althougk the amount of business is much less. Stock sh;pments in this
district are handled at the Hazelton Agency and there is no contention

that an agency should be esteblished at the latter point %o care Loz
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such shipments. It may reasonably be assumed that where there iz
cny sudstantiel amount of carload dusiness available, the carrier
will afford the shipver & convenient noans of transacting such
business.

After carefully considering the record in this proceced-
115 1t is concluded that this application should de grented, witk
the understanding that the nlan foxr providing less-~than-carlcoad
service will work out as anticipated and with the further provision
that £f dusiness should substantielly increase at this point in
the future, service will be resumed.

ORDER

A pehlic hearing having deen hel&; the COmicis:-;ion. beirg
spprised of the facts, and the matter being now ready for decision,

IT IS EIRERY CRLERET that Sunset Railway Company iz
Yereby authorized to adandon itc agency service at Maricope and
therealter operate this statioaz uz e non-agen.cy-; end to change 1ts
station regaré:s' and tariffs accordingly, subject to the following

conditions:

(L} 4pplicent shall give the public not less than
. ten (10} dayst® advance notice of the closing
of this agency, by posting notice In 2 con-
spicuous place in the station bullding at
MaricoDpte

Applicant chall maintain a %elephone at the
Maricopa Station for the use of its patrons
tobommunicate with the agent &t Talft, withoul
cherge.

Applicant shall, within thirty (30} days there-
after, notify this Commission, in writing, of
+he abandonment of the facilities authorized
herein ené of 1ts compliance with the con-
di{tions hereol.




The authorization herein granted shall lapce
and hecome void 1L not exercised within one
(1) yeexr from the date hereof unless further
time {5 gronted by subsequent order.

The authority herein granted shall become effective
twenty (20) days from the date of this order.

Dated at Sen Francisco, Califorafs, this 2-&”-?’/
day of Narch, 1935.




