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Deciston No. aiS8R .

BEFORE THE RATIRCAD COMMISSION OF TEZ STATE OF CALIFORNTA.

In the Matter of the Application of TEES
COUNTY OF SQLANC, State of Californisa,
for a crossing et grede of the tracks

of the San Francisco-Nape and Calistoge
Reilway =t Mississippl Street near the
City of Vallejo, in the County of Solexmo,
State of Californiz.

Application No. 18796.

P. Bé Lynck, District Lttorney, for Lpplicont.

Clyde E. Brown and Nathan Coomds, for
- Sen Franelsco, Nape & Celistogs Rallway.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

In the above entitled proceeding the County of Solano
seecks emthori'ty to construct lilssissippi Street at grade across
the main line track of the San Francisco, Napa & Callistoga Rafle
w2y at & point 550 feet north of the north city limiss of Vallejo.

4 pudblic hearing was conducted Zn this matter by mmnine:r:
Hunter at Vellejo om March 20, 1935, at which time the matter was
taken under submission. |

The unincorporated district immediately north of thc: City o
Vallejo 1z subdivided and pertially developed as & residentisl district
woere about Lifty familles reside. Mississippi Street 1s & short east
and west county road in this sectiom, extending from a connection vith
Sacramento Street east two bdblocks to the rallroad right of way. It
fs the County's plamr to extend this street zcross the tracks to & con-

nection with Somoma Street, which Lz a main north and south artexy
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detween Vallejo and Napa and located in this vicinity fmmediately
east of the miiroa.c’.. There iz also & plan to extend Mississippi ,
Street east of Sonoma Street about two blocks %0 Nape Street in
connection with a meow subdivision (Castanole Addition}‘v; all of
which 15 shown on the map introduced as Exhibit No. 3.

"The railroad involved is the single track malin line
of the San Francisco, Napa & Calistoga Railway between ValleJo
and Napa. At the proposed crossing the track is on & curve which
to some extent resiricte the Tiew to the south. This crossing
would fall in the class of an obstructed ome, as defined by the-
Celifornia VTehicle Act; inasmach as the view 1is obstructed to the
west of the railroad due to bulldings andé trees along the north
side of Mississippi Street and highwey equipment and meteriszls on
the soutk side thereof, as the County uses this property as &
st'orage yard. Trairn operation over this line now consists on the
aversge of eight passenger and four freight trains per day, the
estimated speed of passenger tralns at Mississippi Street being
20 mdles per hour. The nearest ¢rossing over tae track to the
one ﬁropose& herein is et Nebraska Stree't; located a distence of
about 400 Leet to the south, while to the north there Ls no cross~
ing for & dictance of about cme and 2 half miles &s the railroad
passes through undeveloped territory. The position of the failroad
iz this matter, ac expressed by its Receiver, is first that the |
company would not oppose the granting of this application provided
the existing grade crossing zt Nebrasks Street was closed, and
second.; that If in the opiniom o0f the Comxdission public convenience
exd necessity justifies a grade crossing over the railroad to the
north of Nebraske Street, Lt should be at lissouri Street rather
thon Mississippi Street as applied for herein. Missouri Street is
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& short east 'and west street located 400 foet to the noxth of
Mississippl Street. TFurthermore, it was his opinion that if &
grade crossing 15 estadlished at Mississippi Street, 1t should be
provided with et least one automatic sigral.

It is apparent Lrom the recoxd f.nf}‘ this proceeding that
the gre&tesﬁ need for & crossing at the proposed location is to
accommodate the comparatively small amount of vehlcular traffic
from the district t0 the north of Vallejo and west of the ra;il-
road in travelling t0 and from points to the north along Son.om
Street, the greatest single need being to accommodate the move-
ment of county equipmoent to .znd Lfrom the sald storsge yard &t the
crossing. The predominapce of traffic to and from the district,
for wiich this crossing would serve & limited use, is now affomded
an overheasd crossing with the rallrosd at Sacramente Street in
travelling to the business section of Vallejo.

Witk respect to the proposel to ¢lose the Nebraske
Street crossing upon the opening of the crossing at Mésissipﬁi
Street, as epplied for herein, this plan met with considerable
opposition as the Nebraszke Street crossing has beex iz existence
Zor about Lifteen years and it appears that a crossing &t this
locetion much better serves the general public than would de tl?.e
czse 1L o substitute crossing were constructed at mssiss:f.ppi
Street, particulerly in view of the fact that both the Vallejo
Etgh School and the grammar school for this sectlion are located

on Nebrasies Street to the east of the track.

After considering the record in this proceeding it is

concluded that the evidence on the side of public ¢§§vm1ence- and
recessity for the esteblishment of the proposed grade crossing
slightly outwelghs the objection to such & crossing with its
attendant hazard. This conclusion is founded %o & large extent




upon the fact that the raflroad involved 1s not an Importsnt one
with respect to the number of high-speed train movements. Om the
other hand, Lf the railroad was an importent main line, cleerly
the application should be denied.

With respect to the suggestion of the Receiver of
the San Francisco, Nepe and Celistoga Reilwey that LT another
crossing is to be comstructed over the track +¢o the north of
Nebraske Street 1t chould be at Missouri instead of Mississippi
Street, we find that a crossing at Mississippi Street, as proposed
herein, will better serve present public needs than would de the
case if the crossing were constructed at Missouri Street. This
we think wtwei@:a the advantege of spacing the crossings farther
epaxt in the undeveloped terrlitory as it may be many years before

there Is & pmeed for another crossing to the north of Nebrasks Street

and when that time arrives, consideration can ve given to the matter

of rearrangement of crossirngs to best suit pudblic needs.

In &eciding that this application should be granted,
the decision Is Desed upon the assumption that the crossing will
be provided with one automatic signel, which is estimated to cost
about .’,,."l 500.

4 public hesring having becn keld in the above entitled
proceeding and the matter heing now ready for declislion,

IT IS HEREBY ORDEIRZD that the Board of Supervisors of
the County of Solemo, State of Califomnia, is heréby suthorized
to construct Wississippl Street et grade scrosc the track of San
Frencisce, Nepa & Calistogx Reilway at the location. moxe particn-
Ia.rly described in the application and as shown by the map (:Ezhib:f.t




"A")} attached thereto, subject to the following conditions and

ﬁo‘f: | otherwise:

(x¥

(2)

The above crossing sheall be identified a:s'
Crossing No. 70=l.4

The entire expense of constructing the Cross—~
ing, together with the protection prescribed
velow, shall be borme by spplicant. The cost
oL neintenance of that portion of said cross~
ing outside of lines two (2) feet cutside of
the ocutside reils shall be borne by epplicant.
The nmaintensnce of that portion ¢f the Cross-
ing between lines two (2) feet outside of the
outside rails, together with meinteaance of
sald protective device, shall de borme by San
Frenciseo, Napa & Calistoga Railway. NO poT=-
tion of the cost herein assessed to applicant
for the construction or maintenance of said
erossing shall be assessed by epplicant, in
any menner whatsoever, to the operative pro-~
perty of San Francisco, Napa & Calistoga Rell-
way Compeny, and seid railroad shell perforx
all asctusl work of constructing the crossing
between Lines two (2) feet outside of the out-
side rails.

The crossing shall be constructed of & width
of not less than twenty-four (24) Zeet eand &t
an sngle to the railroad as shown on the map
attached to the application, and with grades
of upproach not greater thanm four (4) per cent;
shall be constructed equal or supexior to type
shown as Standard No. 2 irn our General Order
No. 72; shall be protected by omne (1) Stendard
No. 3 wigwag signel, as specified in our Generml
Order No. 75=~a; and shall in every way be made
suitable for the passsge thereon of vehicles
and other road traffic.

Applicent shall, within thirty (30) days theree-
altor, notify this Commission, in writing, of
the completion of the lastallation of sald
cerossing end of its complisnce with the condi-
tions hereof.

The aunthorization herelin granted shall lepse
end become vold 1if not exercised within one

(1) year from the date hereof unless furthexr
time 1z granted by subsequent order.

The Commission reserves tho »ight 10 make such
Zurther orders relative to0 the location, con-
struetion, operation, maintenance and protection
of sald crossing as to it may seem right end pro~
per and % revoke its permission If, in 1its judg-
ment, public convenience and necessity demmnd
such action.




The authority herein gré.n.ted shell become effective onm

the date hereot.

Deted at San Francisco, Californie, this W day
of April, 1935. | |

Commissioners. \ ‘




