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In the Natter of the Application of

LOTIS LEEN,

for an order permitting the Louis Lehn
Telephone Company to discontinuve ser-
vice as & public utility and t0 dis-
80lve.

Application No. 19883

D S M e P Nt e S

John A. Condit, for Applicant.

J. G. Mershall, for The Pacific

. Telephone and Telegreph Company.

C. W. Gandy, interested pearty.

C. E. Erickson, interested party.
BY THEE COMMISSION:

Q..IZ.Z.K_I. X

In this application Louls Lehn requests an oxder per-
mitting the Louls Lehn 'J.‘elephoﬁe Comi:any to discontinue telew
phone service as ahpu'blic utility and to dissolve.

A public hearing ;.n the application was held by Exam- ‘
iner Fry at Bast Windsor on April 26, 1935, at whick time all
interested perties were given full opportunity to be heard and
the matter was submitted for decision.

The application relates that Louls Lehn is conducting
e telephone service for the owners wnder the fictitious name of
Louis Lehr Telephone Company, Tormerly knowz as the Russien River
end Windsor Telephons Compeny. The utility furnishes service to
53 telephone' stations over eight lines in and about the Town of
Windsor in Sonoma County. 7Zhe record shows that at the beginring
of the utility's operetions in 1903, funds for the project were

contridbuted inf'varying smounts by the members of the non=-profit
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orgenization who constructed the lipes at that time. VWhez er-
rengements were made with the Pecific Company for switching sarv‘
vice at 1its Windsor Exchange, applicant applied to the Reilroad
Commission for suthority %0 increase its rates but later withérer
the application. Some of the original owners tramsferred their
interests o others and new subscribers odtained service from 4tkhe
Louls Lehn Compenye. The Operations and transections of the Come
pany were not recorded and apparently the transfers of ownership
in the Company were verbal agresments. In order that Louls Lehn
could regularly meke the application herein for authority to
ebeaxrdon utility operations, the owmers 2md subseribers of the ser-
vice signed powers of at¥orzey appointing Louls Lehn to represent
them in the present proceelding, Copies of thess documents are in
evidence as Exhidit No. 1 filed at the hearing. In dissolvicg,
the Company proposes that title to and ownership of all the PO~
erty shall be vested in equal shares in the subscriders of the
Company in proportion to the nwauboer of subseriders that now arse
or mey becone a part of such telephone system. 4 copy of the
agreement setting forth this plar, to decome etrectivelir end
when euthority to abandon utility service is granted dy the Com-
zisslion, and signed by the various sudbscridbers, was filed at the
hearing as Exhidit No. 2.

When abdbandomnment of utility service is accomplished
end the Compeny dissolves, 1t 1s intended that esch sﬁch group
of subscribers as shall then be receliving sexrvice over & pertic-
uler line shall owa and meintain the telephomes commected there~
with and the line facilities to the point of comnection with the
Taclilitlies of the Pacific Company. In the same manner ss at pro-
sent, connections will e made from each such line to other sub-
seXiber limes of the Windsor-Exchange and to the toll lines of
The Pacific Compeny at Windsor. ZEach of the present eight lines
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of the Louis Lehn Telephorne Compeny will then be a faxmer line
receiving utility service from the Pacific Company under its
Farmer Line Exchange Service Schedule effectlive in the Windsor ex-
change area. Ixhibdit "B filed with the application sets forth for
each group the names of the subscribers, their telephone numders,
the classes of their services, the neme of the organizetion snd
the name of its secretary. The secretary will bde responsible to
the Pacific Compery for the collection of the yearly farmer line
exchange service charges of all Memders of his group. The Pa- |
cific Compeny will bill each farmer line subscerider for his Toll
charges.

Mr. G. P. W&llic&, Division Manasgor of the Coast Di~
vision of The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Compeny, testi-
fied relative to certain of applicant'ts subscribers’ services
as heving the status of deviations from the regulariy riled sched~
ules of the Pacific Company. No farmer line service or suburdan
service 1s offered by the Pacific Compeny within the base rate
gres of the Windsor or other of its exchanges in Califoruia.

Eowever, as ir. Wallick pointed out, eight of epplicant’s sub-

scribers' sarvices are located within the base rate aréa of the

Windsor Exchange. Each of these deviation stbacribers will de
allowed to continue his deviation status until or unless he
initiates some major chenge in his service such as a change of
address. No supersedure % & deviation will De permitted.

The record sbows that the Pacific Company has on file
with the Railroed Commission verious schedules for exchange sor-
vice in its Windsor exchange aree and that the bdoundary of tials
exchange arees includes with other territory that in which are
situated all of the subseriders of the Louis Lehn Telephone Com-
pany. There will be aveilable after abandomment of applicent's
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pudblic utility operations, tha usual grades, ¢lasses and types
ot Pacific Telephone Company service. |

A careful comsideration of all the ovidence received
in this proceeding leads to the conclusion thet the interests
of the public will be properly conserved by the granting of the
authority reguestel. |

Iouls Lehn having requested an oxder of the Railroed
Commission"pemmiéting the discontinumnce of public utility tele-
phone service by Louls Lehn Telephone Company, & publie heering
having been held in the~proceeding and the matter heving deen
submitted for decision,

The Retlroad Commission of the State of California
hereby finds as & fact that Louls Lehr Telephone Comparny should
gbandon public utility talephone service under the circumstences
related in the Opinion which precedes this Order, and desing 1ts
Order on this finding of feact and such other statements of fact
end conclusions as are contained in the precedirg Opinion,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that Louis Lehn Telephone Company
shell discontinue its teléphoﬁe 0perations'and withdraw from pubde
lic utility telepbone service as of the Lirst of the month next
following the date of this Order.

For all other purposes the effective date of this Order
chell be twenty (20) deys from and efter the date hereof.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this Jzaﬁ;;gzjﬁday
ot Mey, 1935




