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EEFCRE THEE RATLROAD COMMTISSION OF TEE 0

In the Matter of the ipplication )
of the COUNTY OF LOS ANGEIES for )
separation of gredes on Soledad ) JApplicetion No. 19850
Canyon Roed over Southern Paciric%

- Company right of way.
Y. B. XeXessorn, for Applicent.

Z. T. Eobbs, for Southern Pacilic Company.

BY TEE COMMISSION.
OPINIOX

The sbove entitled application was filed by the County
of Los Angeles seeking suthority to construct Soledad Cemyon
Road at separated gredes with the Southern Paciflic Company's
Sem Joaquin Valley mein lizme, and also requesting the Commission
to ellocate the cost of same beitween applicant =xd Southexn
Paciric Company.

A public heering on this epplication was conducted by
Exexminer Hunter oz Mey 17, 1935, at Los Angeles, &t wbich time
the matter was duly subnitted.

In its report dated April 25, 1935, the Los angeles
Comnty Grade Crossing Comxtttee recommended the construction
of this separstion. While Southern Paclfic Cozpany 12 & nember
of this cormittee, the recommendation wes mede with the under-
stending that it would in mo way prejudice the company's position
with respect to apportionment of cost of ihe proposed improvement.

The comnty road involved herein (Soledad Canyon Roed) ex-
tends from & cornection with a stete highway known as Mint Cenyon

Road at & point called Solemint, through Soledad Canyon to another




connectior with the same state highway rorth of icton, a distance
of about eighteen miles. In gezeral, it parsllels the main Valley
Line of Southern Pacific Company through this camyon and crosses
the track at grede at a number of locations. This roed has been
in existence ové} forty years and the County is now rebuilding ap-
proxinately f£ive znd ome-helf miles of it oz & mew alignment, in
order %o eliminate memy sharp curves and avoid grede erossings with

the railroad. The County proposes tc comstruct the new highway with
& xoedway width of thirty feet. The estimated cost of this lmprove-

mert is ebout $200,000.
The record chows that the vehicular traffic over the Soledad

Canyon Road hes in the past beex comperatively light, consisting of

a small amount of local traffic and & somewhat larger amount of week-

end trevel to ané from the picnic grounds ard other attractions in
the canyon. It {s estimeted that epproximately 20 per cent of the

traftic now using the ¥{nt Cenyon Roed, whick is an important state
highweay through this district, will route itself over the new Soledad

Canyon Roed upon its completion, due primerily to the fact that the
grades are lighter and the distance somewhet shorter; glso it trav-
erses & more scenic district. Generally spesking, the new alignment
is at & considerably higher elevetion than either the old road or
the railrosd track. In order %o comtinue this plex of allgnment,
1t ic necessary thet the new highway de carried over the railrcad
as well as the naturel dreizege chennel (Soledsd Creek) adjecent
thereto. A favorable location for such an overhead crossing is at
the point of the proposed separation neer the station of Alpine.
Applicant estimates the cost of the structure and approaches
at $23,750, of which $3,500 Ls desigrned to cover the cost for the
£411 at the east approesch, the balamce beilng for the elevated struc-
ture itself, which will be ebout 250 feet in length.




The reilroad involved is Southern Pacific Company's main
Valley Line. At the point of the proposed separation, the Compeny
neintains a2 single track within its 200-foot right of way. The

Company's exhidit No. 14 shows tkhe present trafflic to be, on the

aversge, eleven trains delly through this territory, approximately
hal? of which are passenger ireins.

While Southern Pacific Company 1s not opposed to the com-
struction of this separation, 1t takes the position that it should
not be assessed eny portion of the expense of the improvement. Im
support ¢f this position, It contends that even though the railroad
were not in the cenyon, it would be necessary for the County to make
its highwey relocation at approximately the same elevation as is
contemplated in this plan, in order 1o provide a connection with
the Agna Dulce Cenyon Road with regsoneble grades, as well as to
eliminate the hazerd of high weter from occasional spring Ifreshets
end heavy rains In the upper Branches of the canyon. As a result
of these conditions, the Compeny contends that it would be necessary
in eny case to build a bridge over the cemyon at oT near the loca-
tion proposed herein. In emswer to this contention, & witness for
the applicant stated that if 1t were not for the railroasd being in
the cemyon, the Couwnty could bulld a bridge suitable for its pur-
pose over Soledad Creek at & cost of epproximately §2,500, but
aédmitted this plan would reguire steeper grades then would obtainm
with the proposed separation.

The rebuilding of the said five and one-half mile sectlion
of new highway permits of the closing of three grade erossings,
nemely, Crossings Nos. B—435.4, B-436.0 and B-438.1. Although
¢rossing No. B-438.L hes now been physically closed as & result
of this improvement, this closing will be considered as & part
of the benefits accruing from this project in considering ep-
portionment of the eXpense of %the separztion beiween applicant

and the carrier. While the testimony shows that 1t will bde
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'necessary rfor the County to continue to meintain portions of the
old road in order to provide access to the adjacent property, the
new highwey fills this need for a considersble portion of the dis-
tance within the limits of the improvement. The testimony shows
further thet comstruction of the zew highwey will provide & road
free from grade crossings for what might be termed the "through

traffic,” leaving only two of five grade crossings end two ézisting

separations to accozmodate strictly local traffic within the limits
£ this highway Improvemexnt.

Soutkhern Pacific Company objected to applicani's plaz of
structure with respect to the clear width between bents. Under
the Cowty's plen, the bents are on twenty-Lfive-Toot cenlers,
whereas, it is the Company's contention that in order to properly
take care of the ocecasional flood waters end to eliminate the
possibility of a failure of a portion of the structure, theredy
erdangering the rellrosd track, these bemnis should be on fifty-foot
centers with e thirty-two-foot spen over the railroad track. The
Compeny's design is set forth 1a its Exaidit No. 20, the primery
31 sference betweer this plan and that of applicant being the spacing
of vents and the depth of the footing. In the Company's plan, the
footings are carried to & grealer depth. Southern Pacific Company's
Byhibit No. 21 shows the estimated cost of this redesiguned structure
to be $26,839, which does not Include an allowance for gpproach
£111s, as does epplicant's estimate.

In view of the Zfact that the design of any structure spannding
Soledad Creek must heve the approvel of the Los Angeles County Flood
Coptrol District, the following order will provide that appliceant
st submit to the Comxission e plan bearing the approvel of both
the Tlood Control District and the Compeny, oOr & statement why such

approvel is withheld.




In summing up the evidence in this proceeding, it is clear
that the railroad will receive some benefiis as & result of the
Teconsiructlion of this Tive and one~kal? miles of new highway, in
that 1t will permit of the closing of three grade crossings, esach
of which Is protected dy a wigwag, theredby relieving the railroad
0f the maintenance of these three crossings within the limits of
lizes two feet outside of the outside rails, as well es the mainte-
nance of the wigwags. The record shows these particuler grade
crossings to be free froz accldents during the past-nine years.

It cannot be contended by the Compeny, however, thet because these

crosaingé have a ¢lear accident record, it will zot benefit by

their eliminetion, as all grade crossings are boints of potential

hazard with their attendart expense, whether or not they have been
thae scene oI accidents in the past. It {5 difficult to assign
any monetary value to such & hazard factor, but, nevertheless, it
is an iten to be comsidered.

It should be pointed out that 1f the County had elected to
coustruct this new highway at grede across the track, using the
oxicsting grade c¢rossing near the site of the proposed separation,
the Commission would have required the instellation of am additiomal

automatic signal, the maintenence of which would have beexn assessed

to the reilroed. Thus the railroad would have beexn called upox
to meintain two wigwegs at this crossing instead of one.

It ic concluded that the Southern Paclfic Company should,
as a result of the benefits above referred to, contribute the sum
of $5,000 toward the comstructioz of this separatiox, umaer the
conditions set forth in the Lfollowing oxder. If, however, applican;
does not or ceanxo?t comply with the requirements with respect to the
closing of the grade crossings, the epportionment of expense should

be on a somewhat differeant basis.




After a careful review of the evidence in this proceeding,
It 1s concluded that applicant should be autherized to comstruct
the proposed separatlion in sccordance with a plax to be filed with
the Commission and subject to its approval, the apportiomnment of
the expense of effecting this separation to be on the basis set

forth above, and %the following oxder will so provide.

The County of Los Angeles heving filed the adbove entitled

gpplication, a public"hearing having been held,'and the Commission

being fully apprised of the facts,

IT IS TEREBY ORDERED that the County of Los Angeles is heredby
authorized to construct a road known as SoledadICanyon Road at
separeted grades over Southern Pacific Company's Telley Line in
the vieinity of Llpine Statiozn, County of Los Angeles, State of
California, et the locationm more particularly deseribed im the
application and in accordence with a2 plen to de subnitied to the
Commission, before actusl work Is commenced, dearing the approval
of both Southern Pacific Company end Los Zngeles County Flood
Control District, or z statement showing why such &pproval has
not been;obtained, sub Ject, however, to the following conditlions:

(1) The sbove mentiomed separstion shall be identified
as Crossing No. B-435.7-4.

(2) The expense of coastructing sald separation shall
be apportioned between Southern Pacific Company
end applicent on the following dasis: Southern
Paciric Company shall contribute the sum of five
thousand dollars (£5,000) toward this separation,
the remaindexr to bYe borme by applicant.

The maintensmce of said separation shell be borme
in accordence with a plam to be agreed uwpon d¥y

Southern Pacific Company ond eapplicant, & copy of
waich shall be filed with this Commission before




actual comsiruction of the separation is commenced.
In the event these parties cannot arrive ait an
egreement covering such meintenance expense, the
Cormission will, by supplemental ordex, determine
tais matter.

Sefd seperation shall be consitructed with clearences
conferning to the provisions of the Commission's
General Oréer No. 26-C. .

The applicant saell, before comxencing actual con-
struction of this sepearation, or before requizing
the Compeny %o coztribute all or axy portion of the
sum assessed to the reilroed, file with this Com-
pission a certified copy of an appropriate ordinance
or ordinences, d&wly and regularly passed, instituting
all necessery steps to legelly abandon end effec~
tively close the existing public grede crossings
{dentitied as Crossings Nos. B-435.4, B-436.0 and
B-438.1. Upon the completiorn of the seperation
nerein euthorized end upon its being opened to
public use arnd travel, the abdove {identified cross-
ings shall be legelly abandoned and eftectively
cloced to public use and travel.

Applicent shell, within thirty (30) deys therecfter,
notify this Commission, in writing, of the completion
of the imstalletion of said separation aad of 1its
compliance with the comditions hexreof.

The authorization herein granted shall lepse and
become void if not exercised within one year from
the date hereof, wmless further tinme is grented
by subseguent order.

¥or all other purposes, the effective date of this order

shall be twenty (20) days from the date hereoZ.
Dated at Sen Frenciszco, Cellifornls, this dey of
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