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Decision No. S

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIX.

In the Matter of the Applicetion of )
Nepa velley Bus Company for an oxder)
autaorizing the eliminmation of the )} 4pplication No. 20107.
second stop at Southern Pecific compg

)

pany tracks on Soscol Avenue.

. Ba Browz, Menager, for Applicant.

. %. BEobbs, for Southern Pacific Company,
Protestant.

. C. Lucas, for Pacific Greyround Lines,Inc.

OPINIOXN

In this procecding the Napa velley Bus Company requests
authority +to pacs over a multiple track grade crossiag with oze
instead of two steps. The Pacific Greyhouné Lines, Inc., also
operates ctages over this grede crossing and jolns with epplicant
in this requecst. '

A public rearing wac conducteld in thiz mmtter by Exom
iner Zunter at Sen Francisc¢o, October 14, 1935.

The grede crocesing involved herein is located in the
southeazterly noxtion of the City of Xope, where Swuscol Awenﬁe, a
vaved State highway, c¢rosses four tracks of the Soutizern Pacific
Compeny (Croccing No. 4A3=45.4). Tae leyout of the four tracks at

the grade croscsing involved is as follows:

cioproximate Dictance Zetween
Center Line of Tracks
s&long Center

¢ Line of
Class of Track s Lt Richt Ansles:Svscol Averue

Touse Treck (Most Westerly Track)
13 feet 30 Leet

45 fTeet 91 feet
13 feet 24 feet

Yain Lire

Side Track

Svur Track (Zesterly Track)




Tho distance between tracks clong the highwey excceds
the rignt angle distence due $0 tho Zact that Swsecol Avenue ihter-

sects the railroad tracks at an engle of approximately thirty (30)

Paragrania 16 of the Cormission’s General Order No. 26
provides that drivers of vehicles operated by automotire NASSOLECT
stasze corporations znd/or by trensportationr companies, 2z such
ere defined, respectively, by the Dublic Tsilities Act, and the
suto Stege end Trucek Transporbotion Act, shell before crossing the
tracks of azy steam or electric interurban railrosd, drizg such
venlcles To 2 full wnd complete ctop not less than ten (10) feet,
or more thar Tifty (50) feet from the zearest »2il of the reil-
road over walch the highway crosses.(l) In this vrocecding eu-
taority is sougkt, in so fer a5 tie Commission has “he power %0
grant applicant the right, t0 ¢ross tae 2our tracks reforred to
avove, with a single ztop to be made in advance of the first track
and eliminete the second stop between the mein line arnd the zid-
ing. Previouc to Tuly, 1934, it wasz the practice of the drivers
of the XNapa Velley Bus Compeny axd the Pacific Greyaound Lines,
Ine., to make vut one stop in znegotiating thiz four-track grade
eroscing. Since that date, however, it kas been the practice of
the operators to make two stops - one belfore reaching the first
track ond enother between the malin line and the side track. Thkis
practice, applicant axnd the Pacific Greyhound Lines, Inc., contend
results in an ircreese rather ther a decrease of hazard at this

wade crossing. Tke increacced hazard, 1t is alleged, Tesuits fron

(L)section 576 of Chapter 12 of the vehicle Code provides 4im part
as follows: ™Mlertalin vehicles muct stop at all railroad grade
eroczings. (a) Tke driver of any motor vehicle carrying paszsen-
gers Tor hire, or any school bus carrying any school child, or any
motor truck carrying explosive substances or inflammadle liquids
ac a ¢argo or part of 2 cargo, belfore crossing a2t grade any track
or trocks of a steanm railway, ianterurban or suburban electric ralil-
road, shall ztop sueck vehlcele not less then 10 z=or more than S50
feet fron the nearecst rail of such track, ete.™
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2 seconl 3U0D o1 The nighway walcr hes resulted in a number of
accidents, or rear accidents, due to following vehicles colliding
wivth the stages.

Tae record shows that there arc less than ten train move-~
zents on Southern Pacific Compeny's tracks, including switch moves
over this grade ¢rossing per day and that these movenexnts ere at a
slow speed of not to exceed texn miles per hour. Thls low speed Tew~
sults from the fact that there ic a grade crozsing between the
Soutzern Pecific Commeny's tracks iavolwed hereiz and the mein line

track of the Sen Francisco, Napa aad Calistoze Reilway betwecen

Tallejo and Celistoga, immediately north of Suscol Avenue. ALl

trains of the Southern Pacific Company's lines ere drought to a

stop before crossing the tracks of the San Francisco, Napa azd
Calistoge Railwesy. ke view at this grade c¢rossing is unobstructed.
The highwey traflic on §9;col Avenue, which is a paved highwey, is
comperetively heavy as it is an impo:tunu highway artery betweon
Nepa and Tallejo.

The Nepa valley Bus Cozpary operates threec schedules oach
way daily over this ewossing and the Pacific Greyhownd Lines, Iac.,
operates ten schedules each way deily.

The granting of tais applicetlion wes opposed by Southoern
Pacific Company on the gemersl ground thav vexicles opexrated vy
autorotive passenger ztege corporations cnd/or trensportetlion come
panies should be reguired to stop av all grede c¢rossings in con-
formity with the Commission's Genersl Oxder No. £6 &nd, furthermore,
that this particuler grade crossing comstltutes two croccings rather
than one since the dishence bveiween the main line and side track s
in exceszs of fifty Leet.

In swmming up the evidence in this proceeding, it &is
clear thet imposing any unwarrented stops for axy elasz of wvehicle
on this highway creates a hazard along +nis important hrigh-speed

nigawey artery. Rull movemeats over this grede crossing ere less

7

- -




hezardous than is ordinaxily the cace Que to the fact that trains

move at slow speeds end the operationis rather infrequent. If

another track was constructed beitween the malin line and the side
“rack, the question Lavolved in this procecding would disappear
as it would be practically impossidle for 2 loag venlicle to make
“he second stop uxder thls plan bdevweon the tracks.

The record apmears o juctify the conclusion that the
advanteges of permitiing ctages and certificated trucks to operate
over the four-itrack grade crossing involved without maiking e second
stop more thar olfsets the disadvantege currounding tals practice,
sherefore, the Commission will euthorize epplicant and all auto-
motive pescenger stage corporations or transportetion coxpanies to
consider tric as a single crossing and recouire but one stop in ad~
vence of reaching the first track. Thic authority is granted in
so far as the Commission hes jurisdiction in the premise and in
no way relieves the operators of such vehicles from the full con-

pliance of the vehicle Code of this State.

ORDER

A pudblic nearing beving beexn had and the matver having
been suvonmitted,

The Celifornie Reilroad Cormission EZereby Declares, in
o far as it hes jurisdiction so to do, that the crossizg at
grade of Southerz Pacific Company's four-track line over Soscol
Avenue, City of Nepa, California, (Crossing No. A3-45.4), 1s oxe
crossing and, therefore

TP IS EERERY ORDERED that veialcles operated by auto-
motive stage corporations and/oxr transportation companies, as suck
are defined, respectively by the Public Utilities Act and the Auto

tage and Truck Trencportation Act, are cuthorized t0 ¢ross over

said grede crossiag by meking but one stop in either directiozn
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and in a manner as preserived in the Commission's General Orxder
No. 86.

Tae effective date of <his oxrder shall be twenty (20)
days from tac date hereof.

Dated at San Frencisco, Califoraie, this sz day
of /ﬁM{//JJ/‘/ L1935, |
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