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EEFCRE THEEF RAILROXD COMMISSION CF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Spplication of )
the PEOPLE OF TEE STLATE OF CALIFORNIZ, )
ON RELATION OF, THEZ DEPARTAMENT OF PUB- )
LIC WORKS, for an order suthorizing )
the comstruction of z crossing at o)
grade of the Stete Eighwey, Route 60, ) Application No. 19299
and the trecks of the Racific Elec~ )
tric Railway, Sen Pedro-Gerdensz )
Zranch, between Trampton LAverue axnd& ;
)
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Normemdie dvenue, In the City of Los f‘ f,’,’;\:;/:{,’; u,”}’."w f;z o
dngeles, Los Angeles County, Califomis. \gﬁ*g Q ;j: Ny p /j‘:; ;

Frank B. Durkee, Depertment of Public Works,
Tor Lpplicext.

Zay Chesebro, Clty Ltiorzey, Los fLungeles, by
F. Vorn Schreder, Tor Petitioner.

C. W. Cormell, for Pacific Electric Railway
Compeny, Interested Party.

J. 0. XMarsh, for Bosrd of Public Utilitlies &

Tremsportation, City of Los Angeles,
Interasted Party.

3Y T™HE COMMTSSION.

OPTINION AND ORDER

The CLity of Los Lngeles, onr August 28, 1935, filed & petition
seekking & modification of the Comission'Ts order In 1ts Decision
Xo. 27073 orn the adbove numbered applicaﬁion, witk respecf‘ to con-
dition ($) thereof, which provides for the closing of tke-grade
crossing of 257th Street over the Ssm Pedro-Gardens line of the
Peciric Electric Reilwey Compemy (Crossing No. 62C-20.22), upon
the completion of the crossing at 258th Street and upor its being
opened ito pudlic use and travel.

4 pubdblic heesring wes cordacted on this metter bdefore Examiner
Hunter on October 9, 1935, at which time it was tzken under sub-

missior and is now ready for decision.




Cordition Cs)l:r.s & result of the fact that, prior to the
issuence of this order, an inspection of the crossing involveld was
made by representatives of the Highwey Commission, the Pacific
Electric Railway Coxzpeny and the Commfssion®s Transportation Divisiexn,
and it wes the consensus of opinion theat the crossing at 257th Street
should be closed. Aafter the £iling of the origizal applfcation im
this proceeding, but before the order (Decision No. 27073} wes Lfssued,
the City of Loc ingeles was contacted in this matter and, as evidenced
by Ordineance No. 7/.2’77;2 it was sgreesble to the jplap of closing this
erossing upon the opexring of the one at 258th Street.

The erossing at 258tk Street was completed om May 7, 1935,
in sccordance with the conditioms of sald oxder in Decision No.

27073, aad provided witk two automsatic signsls. The crossing of
257th Street, nowever, was not closed upon the opening of 258tk
Street, as coxntempleted in this order amd as set forth iz szid
Ordinence No. 74277.

1 (5) Prior to the beginning of actual construction of the
eroszing herein euthorized, the City of Los Jngeles shall fLlle
with this Commission & certiffed copy of.axn appropriate ordinsnce,
or resolution, duly anéd regulerly pessed, instituting all necesszary
steps t0 legally asdandon and effectively close the extstiing public
crossing st grade of 257th Street over cald Sex Pedro-Gerdena Line
of Pacific Electric Relilwey Compeny and identified as Crossing. XNo.
6RC~20.22, TUpon the completion of the crossing herein suthorized
and upon its being opened 1o public use and travel, seid Crossing

No. 6BC-20.22 shsll be legally abardomed and effectively closed
to public use and trevel.

2 Ordinspce No. 74277 wos passed by the Comnell of *the City
of Loz Angeles, dy the mmanimorts vote of 21l members of said Corneil
present, there being not less than twelve members present at its
reguler meeting of Octoder 25, 1934, and epproved by the Mayor of

the City of Los Amgeles on October 30, 1934. It provides in part
as follows: . - ]

"Section 1. That public interest, xecessity and conven-
ience.require, end. thet it is the Intention of the Commclil of
the City of Loc Jdngeles to close up, vacate and gbandon for
public street purposes 257tk Street from a line approxinetely
280 feect easterly of the easterly line of Framptonr Avenue 1o &
line approximately 220 feet easterly of sald eastexly line of |
Frempton Avenuwe, in the City of Los Amgeles, Cownty of Los
Lngeles, State of Califormia,™ * * * x rm :




Various witaesses of the City of Loz Angeles vestified
thet In thelr opinion pudlic convenlence eand necessity reguire the
retention of the 257th Street grede crosaing. This evidence wes
predicated lexrgely, however, wpon The fact that the cxossing hald
beon in existence for some twonlty-five years axnd to date had nover
been the scene of an accideat. The contention was e2lso made that
¢losing the 257th Street crossizg would necessitete school children
welking an additionel two and one-helf blocks in traveling from the
oast side of the tracks on 257th Street ¥o0 the school which is
Located on 254th Street bYetween Senator Avenne and President Avenue
west of the tracks. This contentlion was refuted to some extent by
the admission on the part of the petitioner's witnesses that school
children do u0t always use the regulexly préscribed erossing, but
¢xross the unfenced right of way of the Pacific Electric Raiiway at
any point that might suit thelir convenience.

The eovidence shows that 207th Street is an wiimproved
roadway which has never been surfaced or graded; that the approack
grades to the crossing, particularly fron the west, are rather
steep. The views approaching the crossing from the west are open,

while those epproaching from the east are obscured Dy trees and
buildings.

The 257th Street crossing 1s protected by a Stardexd No.

1 crossing sign only, while the new 258th Street crossing (500 feet
south) is protected by two upper quadrant wiswegs with flashing
lights and treck cireuit controls. These signels were installed

et a cost of $4,234, exclucive of the paving. The crossing of
253rd Street (1300 feet to the north), is protected by a standaxd
No. 3 wigwag. To install sigunels at the 257th Street c¢rossing
would cost epproximately $2,500, or, if the Cormission were to
pernit their installation witk trolley contact control, the amount
would be approximstely $1,400.




The evidence shows thet rail traffic consists of sixteen
passenger trains indound, seventeen passenger trains outbound and
two frelght movements delly over the crossing. ZExcoept for the
passenge> treins which stop to xeceive or discharge Pessengers,
these trains travel at falrly high raves of speed over the 257¢h
Streot ¢rosaing. 4 vehicular count made at the 257th Street crossing
on September 9, 1935, end covering e period of elght end one-half
hours (7:00 AM. to 3:30 P.M.), shows 38 vehicles and 46 pedestrians
over the crossing during this period.

While thore mey bo some merit in the cleim that a pedes-
trien c¢rossing should be meintained et this location, the traffic
counts do not substentiate the countention that pudblic convenience and
necessity require the retention of the crossing for vehicular use,
particulerly in view of the fect that no automatic protective device=
are provided at this location end the additionel fact that 257th
Street, on either side of the reilrcad, is unimproved. Although
there have deen no acclidents at this location, we must, nevortheless,
rocognize the fact that every grale crossing is a point of potential
hazard.

Atter a careful review of the record, it appears %o us
that, with the opening of the 258th Street ¢rossing (620-20.32),
public convenience and necessity 20 longer regquire the continuance
02 the 257th Streot grade crossing over tie Sen Pedro~Gardena dranch
of the Pacific Electric Reilway Company (Crossing No. 620~20.22),
to sccormmodate vehicuwler traffic. Furthermore, nothing has been
offered to show that conditions have changed which effect the matter
wnder consideration, when all parties agreed to the vlan 02 closing

the 257th Streot crossing with the opening of the ome at 258%h Street.

There appeers to be some public meed for & pedestrien Srossing at

this location to accommodate both school children snd other pedestrian
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traffic in this district, therefore, we are of the opinion that

condition (5) of Decision No. 27073 should be modified to pormit
of a pedestriexn crossing omly at thls locatioxn. The following
order will so provide.

CRRDEZR

Pudlic hearings heving been beld end the Commission
doing fully advised,

T? IS EEREBY ORDERED +het Condition (S) of said Decision
No. 27073 be modified to read ss follows: |

(S) Prior to the beginning 02 actusl construction
o* the crossing herein euthorized, the Clity of
Los Angeles shall file with this Commissioz a
certiried copy of an eppropriate ordinence, Or
resolution, auly end regulerly passoed, insti-
tuting ell necessexy steps to legelly abandon
and effectively close the existing public cross~
ing et grade of 257th Street over sald San Pedro-
Gardena Line of Pecific Electric Rellway Compeny
and fdentified as Crozsing No. 6RC~20.22. TUpon
the completion of the crossing herein authorized
and upon its being opened to pudlic use axd travel,
seid Crossing No. 620-20.22 shall de legally eben-
doned and effectively closed to public use end
travel; provided, however, thet the city may, if
it elects, meintain a pedestrlan crossing at this
locetion upon the condition that such a pedestrien
erossizg be made sefe for pedestrlien use and bar-
ricaded so as to prevent its use by wvekhicles.

I7 IS HERERY FURTEER ORDERED that in all otier respecis
cald Decision No. 27073 shell wemain in full force amd effect.

For all other purposes, the effective date of This order
shell be twenty (20) days Zrom the date hereof.

Dated et Sen Framcisco, Californie, this 2155 dey

of November, 1935. \@ Q
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cormissioners.




