Dectsion No. I RAAL

SEFORE TEE RATLROAD COMISSICN OF TEE STLTE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application oFf
the 10S ANCELES RAIIWAY COZPORADION Eighth Supplemerteal
for ax . in lieu cexrtificate foxr its Application No. 19179

motor coach lines
/57/
/4 7i{ /%

/
Gibson, Dunxn & Crutcher and Woodwerd M. fé{ffzérf,
by Woodward M. Taylor, for Applicant.

Ray L. Chesbro, City Attoraey, by =. J. Buras,
Public Utility Engineer, Interested 2arty.

Lester 0. Luce, for City or’Ine,lewood, Interected Paxty.
I. O. Marsh and Jemes Guan, for Boaxnd of Public
Utilities end Transportation of the City of
Ios Angelecs, Interested Paxty.

S. E. Davis end C. O. Fisher, for Sleuson Heights
Iuprovement assocliation, Interested Party.

Orvin XKoch, residing on Slauson Avenue, appeering
individually, Interested FParty.

rank M. Sheppard, for S4th end Crenshaw Chember
o Commerce, Interested Paxty.

Zarl C. Gay, Mezber of Los Angeles City Council,
. 4in District A:r:tected, Interested Party.

BY TEE COMMISSION.

OPINTON AND ORDER

The above entitled applicatior waz filed by the Los Angeles
Railwey Corporation on August 23, 1935, seeking permission: Fizst,
to gbandor entirely its so-~called Fairview Zeights motor coach line;
second, o shorten its so-called Avelon~Sen Pedro-llain Street line
by eliminating that portion of said lime which now operates along
Sen Pedro Street, 59tk Place and Avelon Boulevard between 59tk Place

ané Cege Avenue.




4 public hearing on theze metitercs was corducted before
Exeminer Hunter in 1os Jngeles on November 6, 1935, at which time
they were teken under submission and are now reedy for decision.

There is 2o physicel conzection between the two operatio
;nvolv»d herein, so for the purpose of clerity, this opinfon will
deal, first with the so-called Falrview Zeights line znd, second,
with the Avelon-San Pedro-Main Street *ine.

With respect to the Fairview Heights line, the record shows
that it was esitablished on ﬁebruary 16, 1929, at the instigatioz
of a real estate developmen£ coxpany operating in this district,
which domated some $11,000 in the nature ot a subsidy. Ore coach
1s used in the service and operates on a twezty-minute héédway
during the morning end afternoon peek periods, end during the bal-
ence of the day on a thirty-minute headway with no service on
Sundays or holidays. The total length of the lime is ebout three
miles.  Exhibit "A," ettached to end mede s part of the application,
shows that the liﬁé ﬁas consistently been operated at an out=0f-
pocket lozz cince 1ts inception, The tovel loss Lor the period frouw
February 16, 1929, to Jume 30, 1935, amounting +0 a sum in excess
of $35,000.  Exhibdit "B,” atteched to the application, Shows en
"on and off" checkx of péssénsers by stops, takenr oz July 1, 1935,

%or the entire day. This tebulation shows there were less than
100 pessengers car»ied im each direction.

Nuxerous protestanzé appreared at the hearizg and advenced
various reasons way thic operation should not be discontinued entirely.
The primeipal reasons were attached to the fact the line was originally
sudbs Lized and &lso that should the line be removed, the people in the
Palrview Helghts district would be left withous any means o public

trensportation, whickh would jeopardize property values in +the district.




On the supposition that the present route over which thisz
coack is operated does not traverse the proper streets o enable
it to attract the greatest patronage, a number of rerouting pro-
posals were offered by interested parties, withk the hope that such
Teroutiang would result Iin a meterial increase ir the earnings of
the line and thereby stey the elimination of tramsportation service
in tals district. These new zoutes met with odbjectiorn of tre
applicent, due to the fact that most of the strects over which it
was proposed to operate the rerouted service were 20t in proper
condition for motor coach operatioxn. This contention was mét by ther 
propozents of the rerouting plex by the‘staxemqnz‘thaﬁ the streets
wovld be Improved immediately, as they had been given assurence thaﬁ
sufficient money would be made avallable from the gasoline tax runds
for this purpose.

It appesTc tﬁat the plan of street improvement is imminenf
whether or not the bus Terouting is put into effect. With thls ztreet
improvemenz‘plan assured end with the definite understanding tihe streets
would oe placed In suitaedle condition for movor coach operat;én,
applicant expressed itself as willing +o put imto effect a téial
operetion foxr a period of ninety deys, over the following fbute:

Commencing at Le Brea Avemue azd Fedrview Boulevard, thence
easterly over Falrview Boulevard to Buckler Avenue; thence
nortaerly on Euckler Avenwe. %0 59th Place; thence.easterly
on S59%h Place to West Boulevard; thence northerly.on West
Zoulevard o S4th Street; thence easterly on S54%th Street to
Crenshaw Boulevard; thence southerly on Crenshew Boulevard
0 59tk Place; thence westerly on 59tk Place and returniag
by reverse of going route. ,

4z e further condition of this txlisl operation, applicant en-
zounced thet 1f at the end of the ninety-day trial perliod, the operation
fTalled to show a substantial Iincrease in revenue, It wbuid Tenew its
application to the Comiission foxr complete abandonment.

This plan of rerouting does no+v contemplate any changes in

Tares. headways or type of equiprent operated.




Two cther possidble reroutings were zuggested at the hearing,
votn of which involved routing the busses over Overhill Dfive to S59%h
Place and thence over 59%h Place. It eppears, nowever, that the route
desceribed above is more nearly the correct one, for two resasons: First,
it more nearly traverses the center of the built-up section, ené,'
second, it would he Impracticcol to operate & motor coach over S9th
Place between Buckler Avenue axé Overalill Drive, due to excessive
gredes between those two strects.

Liter a carelful review of the recoxd, the Commission is of the
opinion"that the proposed new route Justifies tne seid ninety-day
triel periocd, ané {the order in this proceeding will so provide.

Turning to that portion of the epplication dealing with the
plan to shoxten the Avalon~Sen Pedro-Mein Street motor coach line:
This line wes establiched on i%ts present route on August 9, 1931,

end has a length of approximately five miles. - The present route

is a3 Zollows:
Coxmencing &t %he intersection of Manchester Avenue and
Avalon Bouleverd, thence via Avalorn Boulevard, 59th Place,
San Pedro Street, Manchester Avenue,. Nhin.Street to the
intersection of'Main Street and 71lst Street, and return
vie the same route to the point ol coumencexment.

The major portion of this operstion is along three pearallel,
edjacent streets situated onme~guarter mile apart. In the Iastent
epplication, it is proposed o shorten this line to‘approximazely
half its present length dy eliminating service entirely on San Pedxo
Street between Fires tone Bouleverd axd 59th Place, as well as those
portions of the line operating oz 59tk Place detween San Pedre end
Avelon Bouleverd end on 4velon Bouleverd between 59th Place and
Gege Avenue. h
| Exhivit No. 2, introduced at the hearing, shows that from
1932 up %0 the present time, this line has been opéramed at an oult-
of-pocket loss which exceeds VG? 000 for the pericd. The loss i=

attriduted largely to the fact that the Territory is ovér—serviced,




that is, tae lines are 100 close together. ZElimination of the portion
of this lize on San Pedro Streét will s;ill.provide'service Tox the’
residents on that street within one quarter mile walking distancg;'
axd It iz not felt by the applicent thet there will be any loss 4
Tevenue due to the removel of that portion of the lire. In eddition,
considersble saving in operating expenses will result, since the new
line ceaxn e operated with three coaches, whereas, the present operation
requires five. More frequent service will be provided under the pro-
Posed set-up, by reason of the fact that preéent nidday headways are
twelve minutes, whereas, it is expected to reduce these to ten‘minuées.
Pesk service will be the same as wnder the present schedule, the head-
ways being nine mimutes. No chemge in fare or type of equipment
pperated is contemplated.

Little opposition developed to the gramnting of this portion
o the épplication, end the record clearly shows that with the proposed
revised operation of this line, the district will 5311l retain adequete
service, as the Commission has held, ir numerous previous instances,
that service within ome-quarter mile is reasoneble and edeguate. it
appears 0 the Commission that every operating economy waich cexn ve
accomplished, without placing an umdue burden upon the Yraveling

public, should ve effected, and thlis aeppears %0 be such a case.

A public hearing having been held and the Commission being
fully advised,
| IT IS HERESY ORDERED:
I. ipplicent is hereby authorized %o reroute its Fairview
Heighxs‘motor coach line Zor a triel period of nminety (90) days,

6ver the following route:




Commencing at La Srea Avenue exd Falrview Bouleverd, thence
easterly over Falirview Douleverd to Buckler Avenue; .thence
northerly on Buckler Avenue 40 59th Plesce; therce easterly
on 59th Place. to West Boulevard; thence northerly on West
Boulevard to S4th Street; thence ocasterly on S4th Street

to Crensheaw Bouleveaerd; thence soutaerly oun Crenshaw Boule-
vard to 59th Place; thence westerly on 59th, end returning
by reverse of going xroute,

instead of over the route described in item 6 of Exhibit MA" attached
to end mede a vert of Decision No. 27052, dated Mey 14, 1934, on
Application No. 19179.' This rerouting is subject to the following
conditions: |

(1) Necessary lmprovement of the streets involved in the
Proposed rexouting shall be completed, In ordexr that
the new service may de made effective not later than
Jenuery 1, 1936.

During this ninety~day triel period, applicant shall
meintalin an uccurate record of the earrirgs and ex-
penses of the same, which shall be availeadle to the
Comnission and all interested parties Involved.

The public shall be arfforded at least five (5) days'
notice of the propased rerouting authorized. herein, .
by posting notices thereof on all motor coaches op-
erated ox the line and at all stations affected.

II Applicant iz heredy authorized t0 shortern and rename Iits

Aﬂalon,‘San Pedro-Main Street line, so as 10 operate over the

Zollowing rToute:
AVALON-MATN STRZET LINE:
Commencing at the intersectioz of Avalon Boulevard and

Cage Avenuve, thence via Avelon Boulevard,. Manchester
Avenue and Main ‘Street to 7lst Street,

instead of over the route described in item 18 of Ixhibit mA" attached
to and made a part of Decision No. 27052, dated May 14, 1954: oz
Application No. 19179,'subject to the following conditvions:
' (1) Applicant shall afford the public at least five (5)

days' novice of the rerouting authorized herein, . by

posting notices in ell motor coaches operating on
said lire and at all stations affected.




III. The suthorizations herein grented ere both sudbject to
the following conditions:

(1) Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days thereafter,
20%ify this Commisgion, in writing, of the effecting
of the reroutings authorized herelin.

(2) The suthorizationsherein granted shall lapse and
become void, if not exercised within one year from

the date hereor unless further time iz granted by
subsequent o*der.

In &ll other respects, Deciszion No. 27052, as emended, shell
~remaln In full force end effect.

For all other purposes, the effective date of tals ordex
shell be tweanty (20) days from the date hereof.
Deted at Sen Franc;sco, California, +this Zw7-day of

December, 1938.
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