Decision No. 28402

PEFORE TEHE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE O?‘ CALIFORNIA

rs

In the Mabtter of the Application of

;;he LOShAl\TGEIJES RATINAY, CORPORATION

or authority to discontinue. certain \ oo
»eil service on Sixty-First Street, 4pplication No. 20126
City of Iz Angeles, County of Ilos »
Angeles.. .

Gibson, Duxmn & Crutcher and Woodwerd M. Taylor, -
by Woodward M. Taylor, for Applicent.

Ray L. Chesbzo, City Attorzey of City of Los
Angeles, by E. J. Burzms, Public Ttility-
Engineer, Interested Paziy.

T. O. Mexch and Jemes Guzn, for Boerd of Public

. Ttilities and Transportetion of the City of
Los Angeles, Interosted Paxty.

Even Lewis, City Councilmen, Interested Party.

7. C. GentTy end Albext P. Botiller, for the

. 6lst Street Improvement Associatloxn,
Inveresteld Party. . '

Peter Luliter, representing Zoune Defenders
League, Interested Zexty..

3Y TEE COMDIISSION.
Q2INTION AND ORDER

The above mumbered application wes filed by the Los Aungeles

Railway Corporation on August 23, 1935, seexing eutaoTity t0 discon-

tinue raf.l service on its so~called Sixty-Lizst Street sauttle line
operating east aad west on Sixty-TiTst Street Yetween South Brocéwey
ené Avelon Boulevard, a distemce of 0.75 mile.

A pu;olic hearizgz on this matter wes held before Zxeminer
Zunter on November 6, 1935, at waich time it was submitted and is

now ready for decision.




Prior to December 25, 1934, applicant operated strect cars
over a route known as fts "S®™ linec, extvending from the downtown
business dlstrict of Loz Angeles via Seventa Street, Sen Pedro Strect,
Lvelon BoulevarTd to Sixty-rizst Street, where, except or Sundeys, tze
zervice wes divided, helf oproceeding westerly olong Sizty-first Street
to Broadwey end the remalinder continuing vie Aﬁalon-ﬁoulevard,'Gdge
Avemue end Central Averue to Memchester Avenue. On Sundays ell cars
on the "S" line opereted through to Marchester emd Central Avenues,
end a single car was operated on Sixty-first Street. Tnder the above
scheme of operstion, 4Lt will be zeea that Iifty per cent of the service
was provided Yo the Sixty-Lirst Street leg of tie line and fifty per
cent of the cervice to the Central Avezue leg.

A czeck of traffic,mede by the Board of Public Utilities and

Trensportatior of the City of Loz sngeles, showed that eighty-Tive

per cent of the traffic oa the south end of the "S" line used the

Centrel Avenue dranch, leeving only Zifteen per cent on the Sixty-
Tirzt Street branch.

‘In order to oliminate thic inegquality of service end.pursuent
to 2 leéﬁer from the Board of Public Utlilities and Transpoxtation, a
copy of which 45 attached to the application and fdentified as
Zxhibit ™A, ™ wpplicant, on December 25, 1934, discontinued through
sexvice ﬁy éhe "ST line enmirely on the Sixty-first Streeﬁ leg and
thereafter operated all cers on this line through to Manchester and
Central Awénues. Colncidentel with this arrangement, & single car
has been operated on Sixty-Lirst Street between Broedwzy snd Avelon
Boulevard, providing shuttle service between those points.  Sefd
Zxhibit "AT further shows that, previous o the filing of this epplice-
tion, comsideration wes givea to the complete abandomment of this
sexvice by both tire Los lngeles Reilway Corporation and the Boerd of
Pudblic Ttilities end Transportetion, dbut it was leemed advisable at

chet time to experiment first with the shuttle service.




Exhibit "C,"” attached to the application, zhows an axnual out-
oZ-pocket loss inm ezcess o2 £3,000 in the operation of the Sixty-firse
© Street schuttle lime anéd that ax enrual saving of come 56,400 could de
effected 1f it were discontinued. |

Applicant has recently installed bus service on Slauson Avenue,
waich parallels the Sixty-Lirst Strect car line at en approximate
distance of ome quarter mile to thc north, and hes also incressed the
service on 1ts precent Florence-Soto motor cocack line operating along
Florence Avezue, pa:alléling tiae Sixty-Lirst Street line slightl
over one-half mile to the souta.

In addition to the soervice provided Tris district on Slauson
and Floience Avenuves, relerred to adove, which'parallels the Sixty-
first Street line sought to be sbandoned, the territory tridbutery o
Sixty-fizst Street between Broadwey and Avalon Boulevard.is sexved dy
a north and south rail lire operating on Mein Street and & motor coach
lire opersting on Sexn Pedro Sireet. Applicant is, however, requesting
authority to discombinue this last named motor coack line.

The Ceneral Transporvation Committee, which was organized during
the lattexr pert of 1933, end whose personnel consists of representatives
from the Los Angeles Rellwey Corporation, Pacific Electric Rallway
Coxpany, Board of Public Utilities and '.r:ranspomatzbn of the City of
Los’Angelés, the Ios Angeles Traffic Ascocletion, Cemtral Business
District Association exné Down Towz Business ien's Association, togetier
with verious Caambers of Comzerce end the Commission's Tremsportation
Division, and whose Zfunction it was to make studies,"r verious metters
§ertaining t0 the trensportetion prodblem In the 1os Angeles metropolitax
area,‘at one time recommended the complete abendomment of the Sixty-
Tirst Street line and later amended 4tc action in favor of a trial
pericd of shuttle sexvice.

The reilwey is on private rigat of way, end the contentlion was

nmede thét 1t +the tracks were removed, it would necessiﬁaze the City
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replacing the track erea at & cost of epproximately $25,000, end
protestants' witnesses steteld that the City ot Izé ﬂégefés was 1ia 2o
position o meet eny such finenciel obligafioiﬁéxlfhis'time.
It is epplicant's further contention that if sexvice on thlis
lime is to be conxinue&, it will bYe necessery in the irmedlate future
to meke an expenditure of approximately $3,000 Lor the rehabilitation

o the track on Sixty-first Street, and in eddition, ir adout a yeax,

it would he neceésary o speﬁd some $800 for repalrs To special work

at the Broadway end of the line.

Nuerous protestents appeared at the hearing and based thelr
objections to the abandonment of sexvice of the Sixty-first Street
line on the facts that it was & subsidized operation and that 4t af-
forded the only direct means oL coxmunication between Brbedway and the
meaufacturing district located lxmmeldliately east of 4velon Boulevard.
The contention was elso advenced thet discontinuance oZ this line
would leave school children without any cross town service. By
roference to page Live of Ezbibi: 3," attached to the applicaxibn,

+ will be moted that thic contemtion is in & great measure refuted by
the fact that a check covering a period of a week shows tiat some oe
nundred ten school children use the service and constitute approximately
eight per cent o the Total patronage.

On the other hand, & resident ox Sixty-Iirzt Streét, wWZO0 pur-
ported to Tepresent other property owmers, testified that it was the
wish o2 a number of neighbors ané himself that the service be discon-
tinued and the tracks removed, on the ground thet the track andldis-
turbance caused by streeb cér operation through this residential
atistrict wes a detriment to the district, and that it would still
have ample public “ramsportatior without this operation.

A petition containing the signatures of some 1500 citizens hes
been filed with the Board of Public Utilities and Tranzportation, in
opposition “o the proposed abandomment, but in ell fairmesc, it should
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be stated also that petitions have been received from residents
along the route of the Sixty-first Street line ravoriné the aben-
donment. i

Sumning up the trensportation situation in the district that
would be affected by the proposed abendomment, we £ind thet the north
and =zouth lines of transportatiorn axe now spaced one quarter mile apazt
ané the east and west lines spproximately one~halfl mile apext. When
consideration Lis given to the traffic thet now Llows on %he Sixty-first
Street line, as shown in this record, the conclusion: is inescepabdle
that the district would dbe provided with emple trensportation without
the operation oL the Sixty-firsy Street chuttle line, und from +the
record as developed at the hearing, it appeers to the Cormiscsion
that public convenience. and necessity would best be served by the

granting of this application, and the following orxrder will so provide.

QR2Zzz

Public hearing having been held and the Commission being
fully advised, ' ‘

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that the 1oz Angeles Railway COEporaxion
ve, and'it'is; neredy authorized to discontinue rail service and
remove its tracks and facilities on its so-celled Sixty-first Street
shuttle car line, operating on Sixty-first Street Betweeg‘Broa&way
end Avelon Boulevexd, in the City of loc Angeles, subject ﬁo the

foliowing conditions:

(1) Applicent shall afford the public at least ten

. . (10) days' notice of the abendonment euthorized
herein, Py posting notices on all cars operating
on the line involved ané at all stations affected.

(2) Applicant shall, within thixty (30) days there-
. after, edvise this Commisszion, in writiag, of
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the abandonment of the facilities authorized

herein snd of Its compliance with the conm-
ditions hereof.

The auvthorizatior herein granted shall lapse

. and becore void if nov exercised within one
year from the dete hereof, umless further tine
ic granted by subceguent order.

For all other purposes, the effective davte of this order

chall be twenty (20) days from the date hereol.

Dated at éaanrancisco, Californie, this Zzrs, day of

Decezber, 1935. ‘j}
| oo Lt/
o Y

I

Cormissioners. '\




