0N OF TE2 STLTE OF CALITCRN
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)
In the gut*e* of the application of )

FELTO HATER CO. ZLor vezmiwsion to ) Application No. 19874.
raise certain water rates )
)

Z.C. TWyczolf and aA.M. Lxnthony,
for Felton Waver Co.
Rayaond J. Schirm, Lor Zolmes
Lime & Cenment Co.
2.1L. Younz, for cervein consumers.
V2. Gless, for ”o*glewood Hater Co.

ZY TEE COMMISSION:

QEIXIOXN

Telton 7ater Co., @ corporation engeged in the public

utility business of selling weter for domestic, indusirial and
Irrigation purposes iz end in the vicinity of the Town oL Felton
fn Santa Cruz Cownty, asks the Commission to estadlish ax in-
creased rete to be charged its consumer Zolmes Lime & Cement

(1)

Company, and requests & realjustment In itz rate schedule to
increase or eliminatc commerciel sgricultural irrigetion service
énd to permit also bonea fide permanent residents to day monthly
rather than annuelly eas znow provided.

Public hearings were held in this proceeding verore
Sxeminer MacXall at Feltox.

Te present schedule of retes Is as Lollows:

1. Eereinefter referrcd %o as the Lime Coxpany.




FLLT 2ATE SERVICE

Tor the first four consecutive months in which sexrvice 1s
rendered during exny celender year, peyabdble in advance~=~=3 8.00
(Service may be cormenced at oxy time during the

calendar year at this rate.)

Tor each additional month o0ver LOUr=~e-mrerccccccrmmnccoeee 1,25
Flat rate cozmswumers may, L2 they so deszire, secure service
during vho eatire calender year by a peyment in advance

P Y D D et 1.6 .Oo

For lime kilns per mon‘th-"-"‘--"""--- - . 7-00

A1) other service, including aotels and other
large users of water, to be at mevtered rates.

VEASURTED RATE SERVICE

Tor thac Tirst Tour consecutive months in which service is
rendered during any calendar yeer, payable in advance,
and for water use not exceeding 500 cubic fect pver
month------------------------—-----—--—---------------~--$ 6.00
(Service may de commenced et azmy time during the
celendar yeer at thic rate.)

Tor each additional month over four, for water use not
oxceeding S00 cubic feet por mOnthe—--=wrsmcswssssseossoos 1.25

Measured Tate consumers mey; L they so desire, secure
service during the entire year, for walter use not ex-
ceeding 500 cublc Tfeet per month, on paymeat ia

BATERCE Ofmmmmer—msmme—e——ss———eeesesSssso—osmsSSmn oS SoSS 14.00

Tor water use in excess of 500 cubic feet per umontd
consumers shall be billed for suchk excesc use av
the followirng rates:

From 500 to 5,000 cubdbic Zeet, per 100 cubie feetmmemmam===30.20
Over 5,000 cubic feet, der 100 cubic feet-—m—==e=== 0.15

VONTELY METER CUANTITY RUTE
TOR vakoo DELIVAXSD NOR
AGRICULI Utk 228 IGATION ~U=r0SZES

24mst 500 cublc feet per monvr at reguler domestic ratec.

211 use in excess of SO0 cublic feet por month., u
per 100 cubic reet-----------------—----------------------90.03

=000~
m™e above schedule was esteblished by vhis Commission in

Decision No. 14262, dated November 17, 1924, with the exception of

2.




the Iirrigetion rave which was filed by the utility on June 19,
1930, as the result of a controversy with cextein 02 the irri-
gotors. JApplicent contends taet this rate was understood by
it t0 be vemporery only. The rate actuelly cherged the Lime
Company is Tour dollars ($4.00) ver month and is based upon &
contract envered into by and between avplicarnt aad the Lime
Company under date of Junec 1, 1924, providing, among other
things, rbr e Tlat rate service at & charge of four dollers
(54.00) per month. In 2édition to a request to alter the terms
Zce agreement, the Vater Company asks for the read-

esent Tate structure upoz the Lollowing basis:

Tirst four consecutive orths--mmee~—=
Additionel per month

Calendar year iz edvance-

Vonthly rate-emmececmcrecr-vweccseccacs -

Lime Company per MOnthw~—m-wmemmerme—e=- 7,00

Veter and Quantity Rates:

500 %0 5,000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic reete~~~=$00.20
5,000 to 10,000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic feebe==== 15
10,000 to 20,000 cubic Lfeet, per 100 cudblc feetemmm=
20,000 o 50,000 cubic Lfeet, per 100 cubic
50,000 to 100,000 cubic feet, per 10O cubic feotmmmm-
100,000 cubic feot and over, per 100 cudbic feetmmrum=-

Disconnection charge~=--=~=r-====== ————
Comection charg@.._--_.. -------- - - - - - -

=000~

The Water Company's principal sources of supply come

by gravity from Bull Creex and Irom Bennett Creek. Usually, dur-

ing the peak demands iz suxmer, pumping is necessary. The Water




Company and Lime Compeny both owr lands rivarian +to Zennett
Creek; the former claims to have used water from thls source
since 1895. Oz June 1, 1924, an agreement was entered into de-
tween these two riparian owrers wheredy the Vater Company was
%0 supply the Lime Compeny with certain water for the operation
of its plent &t a flat rate of four dollars ($4.00) per month,

reserving to the seld Lime Company the right to lastall and use

a2 2-inch pipe in Renanett Creek, in returm for which the Water

Company could use the remainder of the Sennett Creek water.

Tho ovidence in connection with the company's use of wator in
Sexnett Creck is very meagre and by no means clear or conclusive.
The Lime Compsny is an upstresm riperiasn ovner es Iar as the
Vater Company is concerned and at no time, in so far &s this
record 1s concerned, ever dedicated any of its water »ights 2
seid creex to the public usce except to the extent it permitted
such use by the Water Company under the seld agreexent oF 1924.
4t the time of the last rate case izvolving tais ubllity no
evidence was submitted showizg the existence of this finstrument
which explains the establishmert of a different retc L£or 3erxvice
to the Lime Company %hen thet set fortk in the agreement, AS
f2r es the evidence in this proceeding 48 concerned, this agrec~
ment must be considered as Lnvolving oprivate interests of the
Lime Company and not sudbject %W the jurisdiction of the Reilroad
Commission. It should be noted in pescing thet tke izereasoed
rovenne demended by applicent from this source, amountizng o

not 7 excess of thirty-sixz dollers ($36.00) per exnum, could
not possibly compensete 1t for the loss of the use of the Lime

Coxpeny's rights to Bennett Creex water, es 1t bes unéer the

b




terms of the sald egreement the power to recepture in cese of
breach thereof by the Water Coxpany. The coatract rate to the

Lime Company therefore will not be alvered in this decision.

Permanent Residents:

Since vhe establishment of the present schedule of
raves in 1924, the charactér of water demand has chenged coz-
ciderably. From strictly vacation use there has been a gradual
transivion until now a large zunber of consumers reside upon
toeir premises throughout the yeer. ZExisting rates provide only
for a summer-resort type of structure. The utility end permazent
residents recuest a rete dy which the latter may pay for water
service m&nthly as a matter of convexnlience. Thls recuest will e

granted.

Acriculturel Irrizetion Sexvice:

At present there are four coansumers wao use vater lor
agricultural irzigatioz pﬁrposes, mainly in growixg berries and
in commercial truck gerdening. These users operate iracts of
land varying from one-half tosbout six acres iz net arce. All
cleim that when they purchesed thelr Tespective proporties they
were led to believe thet ell weter recuired would be available
at a f£lat rate of eighteen dollers (512.00) por year. Ihile
there waes & coxmunity of interests emong We owmers of the lands
s0ld to these irrigators and those in control of the water cor-
poration, nevertheless spplicant and its predecessor In interest
have been a separste pudblic utility corporation for 2 great aum-

ber of yesrs prior tc the sale of these lands TO the Srrigators.

No privete contractual or otiaer rights o water service at the

Se




above flat rete price were vroduced by any of these irrigators:

nelther would suck & low rate for £o0 large 2 usze 07 water be
fair to other cozsumers under existing conditions.

The testizony shows that this weter works essextlally
1s designed only &3 a domestic system serving water in maine
uncder pressure; Yhast the water supply is limited, requirs
pumping during veriods of peak demand during summer xoaths.
Testimony further indicetes thet the demend of the irrigetors
in the lete suxmer results in the inabdility of +he utility to
supply adequate water to its domestic consumers. It is also
clear that epplicent cenxot supply irrigation weter at the
preseat reve of three cents (3¢) per 100 cubic feet except by plac-
ing e discriminctory and uanfair portion of its cost of production
and distridution uporn the domestic user. The irrigation water
users who have thelir owx wells cannot produce weter Lfrom these
sources except et a hligher rate. ZEowever, the rate asked by ap-
pliceat for irrigetion water is not Justified by existing con-
ditions. The schedule of cherges £or this class of service
established in the following Order will equalize the costs of
water more reasonably between domestic and irrigation coxsumers
end eliminate existing unfeir discerimination.

The following teble showe the averasge monthly agri-
culturel Iirrigetion water use during the summer irrigation season
for threeo years under present rates, those requested by applicent

and the rates esteblished in the Order herein:




sSeaczonal Chrareges
Monthly :
Averagze TUze Prosent : Proposed Oxder

24,000 cudic feed & 8.30 $30.55 £13.00
34,000 cublic fee? 11.30 37.55 17.90
40,000 cudic feet 13.10 41.75 21.00

Toe reguest for authority %o charge summer residents one

dollar ($1.00) Tor comnection and the same amount Lfor disconnec-
tion of service eackh yeer being admittedly unnecessary was with-
drawi.

Apparently, through a misiaterpretation of the rules
end regulations, applicant has charged severel summer residents
Tor turning on and off water connecvions to thelr premises. Such
a charge being unauthorized, ir. Fetherston, President of appli-
cant utility, has agreed to meke relunds in these cases. Accord-
ingly, on or hefore the thirty-first day of Decexber, 1836,
Telton Water Co. shell refund to ell water users,who have been
80 assessed within a pericd of two years immediately precédins
the year 1936, all charges made for shuiting off end turning on
water, except in caszes of delinquent b1lls, sald refunds o be

nmade eitiaer ia cash or by wey 0f credlt on water bills.

Svwirmine Pool:

Certain consumers contended that & swimming pool locaved
in Felton Acres and combtrolled and operated by lr. George Fetaerston,
President of epplicant compeny, obtained water from the utliliv
system during the summer months without proper accounting therelor.
The evidence presenied on talis subject wes 20t only contradictory

but fasufficient for any &irect finding thereoxn. Ifr. Fetherston




claims a private right t0 appropriate certain waters from Shingle
¥Ill Creex Lfor use ir conmection with the zwimming pool and other
purposes separcte end distinet from any water rights owned and/or
controlled by the wtility and flatly denies That any use wkat3o-
ever has at any time been made 02 the utility water service with-
out peyment therefor, or whex the use tkereof would work a hard-
skip oz the pudlic utility weter users. Unfortumately, xo date
was subzitted concerzing the low Zflow of Shingle MLll Creck elther

at the Vater Compeny's point of divercion or ab the lower point

waere water iz diverted to the swimming pool throug: a lz-iznch

pe. In order to eliminete, in so far as possible, controver-
his swimming pool, it Zs suggested that a Zeter be vlaced upon
the service pipe comnected to this pool end tke utility systen
end that & monthly record be Xept of the registration of sald

meter during the entire perliod of operavtion of said pool.

Telton Weter Co. naving made epplication to this
commission as evove entitled, public nearings having beex held
thereon, +he matter having been submitted and the Commission
veing now fully advised in tae premises,

Tm TS SEREEY 02DERED that Feliton viater Co. be and 1%
ie hereby eutborized to file tae following schedule o rates 1o

be charged for service rendered {ts consumers on ané arfter the

fipst day of January, 1936:




“L.T RATE SERVICE

Donestic:

For the first four consecutive months in waieh zervice

is endcred during any calendar year, payebdle in
elVANCO=~ommrmmc e rcad e e a e cmeccs s e ———— o

(Service mey de commenced at any time during the
celendar year at this rate.)

For each additional xonth over four

Flet rate consumers may, 1f they so desire, secure

service du:ing the eatire caleadaxr yea~ by a payment
in edvance ofe==-- e ——— ————————— cemmmemmcee== 16,00

ALl other service, izcluding notels and othexr ’
large users of water, tote at metered ratec,

MVETEZRED RATE SERVICS

Domestic:

For the first Zour comsecutive monhths in which service
is renae*ed during any celendar resr, vayable in
advance, and for water use 20t exceeding 500 cubic
feet por moRth=-=--- ceeem———— e ————————— - —————— —-———

(Service mey be coxmenced at any time during the
celendar year at this rate.)

Tor each edditiornel month over four, for water use 20%
exceeding 500 cubic feet per month=—me~e—a- —mrmemmmsmea= 1,25

Metered rate consuzers may, if they so desire, secure
sexrvice during the entire year, for water use notv ox=-
ceeding SO0 cublic Zeet pe* monxh on.payment iz ad-

e r Yy P Y ol Yo ¥ ¥ R T X 3 X X X X 2 ¥ X g Xl Lol gL - S AR sk S 14.
For water usze in excess of 300 cubic feet per month

consumexrs shall be villed for such excess use at
the following rates:

Fron 500 to 5,000 cubic feet, per 100 cudic feet=wemee=~=(0.20
Over 5,000 ¢cubic feet, per 100 cubic feot==mm==e~= .15

TERMANERNT OR ALL-VEAR CONSUMERS . <t

Dozestic:
Tlat Rate:

Vinimum Wontaly Charge-------—--------------------------$ 1.50
Yeasured Rate:

Vinimum onthly Charge for water use of
S00 cubic feet OF lesSS~—remmmemucmmcmme e mm e e~ a e ¥ 1.25

Use over 500 c¢ublc feet to be charged for
under regular schedule a3 set out above.

9.




Pirst 500 cubic feet, vor mONth=ecmremewccccacaa- —————meeem—e=$) 25
Over 500 cubic feet, per 100 cubic feetmcmmmemncccnmncvnmnnanas 0,05

=000~

I7 I3 ZERZIIY TUDTEER ORDERED that Felton Vater Co. be
axnd it iz hereby ordered and directed to refund, om or before *the
thirty-2irst day of December, 1936, to those consumers entitled
thereto, all emounts collccted for conxmection and/or disconnection
of water service during the years 1934 end 1935, cxeedpting suck
cherges, if any, &s mey have been lncurred as a direct result of
delincuencies in the psyment of waver bills; said retunds to ve
mede either Lz cash or by wey of credit on water bills.

Tor all other purposes, tte effective date of this

»der shall be twenty (20) deys from and after the date hercol.

Dated et San Framcisco, Celiformia, this _ 227 day

or Hlrose s , 1934

—

Commiscloners.




