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'WEITSE:"JI" C OMMISSrO!:·lER: 

o PIN! O.N -- .... - .... -""- ... 

This is a complaint tiled 'by the Peninsula Grade Cross-

ing Conference, a civic organization, ,against the Southern Pacitic 

Company requesting that the Commission undertake !Ul investigation 

ot grade crossing conditions along the main line ot Southern Pacitie 

Com.pany in the cities ot San Mateo, Belmont, San (~arlos and Redwood 

City in San W!.8.teo County, end make an order olosillg all unnecessary 

c=ossingo and imp=oving the protection at those remaining. 
A number ot hearings were held on the m,;!itter and on 

October 7, 1935, the Commission made its DeciSion No. 28264 reoom-

:ending that no final order be made at that time but that the members 

ot the, local legislative bodies having jurisdiction of tho public 

streets involved be orde=ed to sh9,W cause why they should not be 
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required to close five ot the crossings covered in the proceeding. 

A ~ew proceeding on the COmmission's own motion was then 

insti tU'ced (Case No. 4092) and in this latter proc':>ed1ng an order 

was iSS"led directing the cities to proceed in the ::D.'lnner provided 

by law to vacate those portions of the public streets lying within 

these five railroad crossings, and ordering Southern Pacific Company 

to close tho crossings physically. In view ot this action in Case 

No. 4092, it now appears desirable to e~ter :!lD. oreler in the instant 

case directing Southern Pacific Compeny to improvel the crossing pro-

tectio:. at several of the remaining crossings. 

In Case ~o. 4092 the clozins 01" two cro~~sings in the City 

ot Sa=. Carlo's is o:-dered, thereby concentrating all tratfic in the 

city t() the two re:aining crossi~gs, those of Holly Streot (Cross-

i:J.S No. :£-23.2) and. Britten Road (Crossing No. E-:eZ.6). The Rolly 

Street crossing is the main crossing in tho comm~lity and is now 

protected by a s1Dgle wigwag. It appears desirable to install an 
additional wigwag and equi~ both wlth two-train i~d1cators. The 

Britten Roed crossi~, while not so 1mport~t trom the traffic 

viewpoi~t, has a bad accident record there having been tour acci-

dents resulting i~ four deaths in an eight-year period. The o1"oss-

ins sbould have special protection. 
~ the City of San l&:.teo there a::e at :present e. number ot 

c=oes:lngs protected 'by ma.."lually controlled croes~.ns gates which at 

the ti~e ot ~he hea=ings in this metter were eq~Lpped with inadequate 

audible and visible warning devices. The rocor'3. shoW's that ~~1le 

the gates have been ettective in preventing act~~l collision between 

trains ~d vehicles, there have been quite a number ot so-callea gate 

accic1.en:ts in which vehicles have collided with lowered or 10w~r1ng 
gate a.~ but have not come in contact with the train. It is probable 

that the inadequate warnine devices ere responsible for this type or 

accid.ent and more mod.ern warning O'luipment, such as electrically 
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operated lights and bells, should be installed. 

The crossings ordered closed by the Commission's Order 

in Case No. 4092 will not materially affect traffic conditions at 

e:!J.y o! -che crossings in the cities or Belmont e:ld Redwood City and 

no orde= in connection vdth crossing protection in these cities 

will be made at this time. 

ORDER .... - _ ..... -
" 

Hearings having been held in the above eIlt1 tled matter 

~d the mattor havi~g been sub~tted and being now ready tor decision, 

IT IS :s:E:P3EY ORDERED that Southern Pacit:tc Company is 

hereby directed, Wi thin ninety (90) days from the d.ate or the 

effectiv'e closing to public use end travel ot Orossing No. E-22.9 

(E:u.ll Crossing, San Ca:-los) and Crossi:::lg No. E-24.5 (Eaton Cross-

ing, San Ca:los), to ?rotect crossing No. E-23.2, Bolly Street, 

San Carlos, and Crossing No. E-2S.8, Brittan Road, San Oarlos, by 

two (2) automatic crossing signals of a type approved 'by the Com-

:nssion. Said signals shall 'be eq,uipped in such a i:ne.nner as to 

give war.~ing of the ~?proach of a second train. 

!T IS :E:lERE3! FURTHER ORD~D and Southern Pae1tic Company 

is hereby directed, within ninety (90) days from th(~ effective date 

of this order, to provide electrically operated li~lts and bells or 
a ty:pe am;)roved. by the Co:nmission on its cross1ng gEltes now pro-

tecting 1~b.e follo .... 'ing cro~sings in the City or San Mateo: 

E-17.7 
:8-17.8 
E-17.9 
E-18.0 
E-18.1 

First Avenue 
Second. Avenue 
Third Avenue 
Fourth Avenue 
Fifth Avenue 

The above Opi~ion and Order are hereby ap~rov6d and 

ordered filed. as the Opinio:l. and. Order of the Railroad Com::lissiol'l. 

of' the State ot Cal1forn1,~. 
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The ettcct1ve date ot this order shall be twenty (20) 

days from the date hereof. 

Dated at Se.n Francisco, Cal1t.,rn1a, this /;?~day 
ot April, 1936. 

Comm1s~11onors. 
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