
, ' ' ...... ~, ~,~ .' 

BEFORE THE RAIu\OAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

-----------------------------------) 
In the It!atter or the Applioat1on or ) 
SACRAMENTO NORTEE~~ RAILWAY tor ) 
certificate ot puo:1c conven1enee and ) 
necess1ty to operate a~ auto-stage ) 
11~e tor the transpo=tatlon of passen- ) 
gers, oeggage, mail d:d express, as a ) 
common carrier, tor co:pensatlon, ) 
betwee~ Oroville and the Ca11torn1a- ) 
Nevada State tine near Peavlne in the ) 
Co~ty ot S1erra, State of Ca11rorn1a, ) 
and intermed1ate points. ) 

--------------------------------------} 

In the matter of the application or 
Feather R1ver Stage Company, a cor-
poration, (a) tor a certir1cate or 
pub11c convenience and necessity to 
operate an automob1le passenger stage 
service tor the transportation of 
passengers, baggage and express tor 
co:pensetlon as a comcon carrier, 
between Orov1lle and ~uincy, Calif., 
and all 1nter~edlate points, (b) to 
consolidate such operet~ve right with 
1ts present operative right, and 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
1 
) 

(c) to operate said consolidated and 
unified operative right as a eonsol-
idated and unified auto=ob1le stage 
se:-v1ce. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

-------------------------------) 

Appl.i.cation No. 19968. 

Applioation No. 20059. 

". 

L. N. Bradshaw, tor A~plicant in Application 19968 and tor 
the Western Pac1t1c Railroad Co. appear1ng 1n support or 
za1d app11cation; also tor Sacramento Northern Railway and 
the western Paci!1c Railroad Co., protest1ng App11cat1on 20059. 

Orle. St. Cla1r, to:' applicant in Applicat10n 20059, and tor 
Feather River Stage Company, protesting App11oation 19968. 

Edward Stern tor Railway Express Agency, Inc., in support ot 
Application 19968, and protesting Application 20059. 

Harry See tor Erot~erhood or Railroad Trainmen, 1nterestedparty. 
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BY TEE COMMISSION: 

OPINION 
~----.. ..... -

sacramento Northern Railway, a corporation, 1n the 
instant application seeks e. certif1cate o~ publio oonvenience 
and neoess1ty to operate~to stage service tor the transporta-

t10n or passengers, baggage, mail and express (express carr1age 

exclusively for R~11way Expres~ Agency) as a common carr1er ~or 

eompensation, between Orov1lle and the Californ1a and Nevada 

State Line near PeavinEl, mld s.ll intermed1ate po1nts. 

Feather River Stage Comp~, a corporation, seeka a 

eertif1cate ot public co~ven1enee and necessity tor the trans-

portat1on ot passenger~, baggage and expr~~s tor compensation 

as a common carrier between Orov1lle an~ ~lncy and all lnter-

:edlate po1nts, and tor the co~o11dat1on ot suoh operative 

rights with ltz operat1ve =lsht5 between Keddie, ~incy and the 
(1) 

ca11fornia-Nevada State tine near Peav1ne. 

PUb11e hearings thereon were eo~dueted by EXa=iner 

Wil11ams at ~u1ncy at which time the matters were submitted on 
briers, which have been tiled, and the matter is now read~ tor 
d$c1s1on. 

Saeramento Nortbern Ra1lway proposes to operate par-

lor car type, 33-~assenger veh1cles with ~uitable compartments 

tor the transportetion or ltmited quantities or mail, express 

(1) Deci~1ons Nos. 24921 and 24984 on ~~11cat1on 
l\!o. 18082. 

2. 
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and baggage, between Oroville and the Nevada State tine over 

the new Feather River H1gb.way route, t;~e construction or 
which is expected to be e·jmpleted early in 193'1. The serv1ce 

proposed is practically 1:0. lieu or the re-establishment ot 

train servioe ot Western Pac1t1c Railroad Co .. , which operates 
by nearly the srune routel:\,S the b.ighway tllrOUgh Feather River 

canyon. The ra1lroad now ha~. no daylight tra1n service 
(ll 

tbsough th.1s area, . su.eh daylight serv1.ce having been su.spend-

ed dur1ng the period or depression. One o~ the well.known 
and. well advertised teatures or the Western Pacir1c Railroad 

is 1ts journey through the Feather River canyon and. the pur-

pose or the a~p11cat1on of the present ~roceeding, in part, 

is to provide a daylight scenic trip tor its tran5cont1nental 

passengers or other tourists in an economical and comtortable 
xnannar. In part also this se=v1ce is intended to conneot 

w1th the operations 0: the Sacramento Northern~~e~io Ra11-

way between san Francisco an~ Oroville and Chico or by con-

so11dation sOught with the stage line which applicant proposes 

to operate from sacramento and Oroville to Chico as proposed 

in ~pl1cation No. 19882 now pending before the Comm1sB1o~. 

the operation, therefore, between Oroville and the state line 

should be cons1d.ered as extending eo thrOtLgh service to passen-

gers who may originate south and west or Oroville or passengers 
originating east ot the Nevada state line, term1u1 ot the tn-

stant application. Whether the passengers o~ the present 

operat1on are received by the electriC railway or b~ through 

stage at Croville, the instant proposal will make available 

~e highway route will be apprc,xime.tely 140 miles 
~e distance by rail is 146.8 miles. . 

3. 
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a practically through service between points in California, 

i~cluding San Francisco Bay points, into the Feather River 

playground region east ot Quincy and included in the high 

mountain areas in and 00 out Blairsden as well as affording a 

scenic daylight trip for Western Pacific Railroad's passen-

gers. Service to these aree.s now is given by Western Pacific 

trains with only night-time sched.ules between the termini 

indicated. 

Feathe~ River Stase Company possesses operating 

rights trom Keddie, a station on the Western Pacific Rail-

road and ~uincy(llnd through by the State Highway to all 

intermediate poi~ts to the Nevada-California State Line and 

is a part 01' an interstate operation between Quincy and Reno. 

However, applic~t has local schedules between Quincy and 

Portola. The operation is nn old one having been established 

many years ago as a part of the ~.1:t. Lassen Transit Company. 

It now has connections ~~th Mt. Lassen Transit Company at 

Kcddie tor transportation of passengers to Greenville, West-

wood, Susanville and Red Bluft. Its equipment seems adequate 

tor its purpos~s. 

In the present app~icat1on Fea~her River Stage 

Com:pany seeks only a certificate bet\']een Ol"oville and QUincy, 

a distanoe or 67 miles. The inter.med1ate points involved 
are not n~erous, the most ~portant being Bidwell Bar, 

Merrimac and Buck's Lodge. It is not the route that is to be 
tra.versed by the stases or Sacrmuento Northern. Between Oro-

(l) The Western P~cific Railroad indirectly serves Quincy 
via Qui~cy Junction in connection wlth the Quincy 
R~1lroo.d. 
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Ville and ~ine~ the carriers would not serve the same inter-

mediate pOints except possibly Bidwell's Bar, east ot which 

the routes are trom 5 to 15 miles distant trom each other and 

mainly on opposite sides or the Feather River. The route to 
be traversed by Feather River Company is an ~proved mounta1n 

road and usable only between May and November or each year. 

~e route to 'be used by applicant, Sacr~ento Northern Railway, 

is over the new paved state highway through the Feather River 

oanyon and the service proposed is all-year serv1ce. As Feather 

River Stage Co~pany a~ks the coneo11dat1on or the right h~re1n 

sought with its rights between Quincy and the state l1ne, it 1s 

apparent both matters should be considered ae through services be-

tween Oroville and the state line. 

The testimony at the hem ng was su.bmi tted 1n 'behalt' 

ot app11cants and hence was att1rmat1ve ot the n8Gd or an op-

eration in pub11c interest for the benefit or practically the 

same class or passengers and property. It is unneoessary to 

go into this testimony tor the reasons stated exoept to note 

that many ot the art'irmative witnesses expressed. pret'erenee 

tor one or the other ot the carr1er~. Preponderance or ex-

pression was in ravor of a service that would provide cont1nuous 

transportation from the Bay Region Cities and Sacramento Valley 

into the Feather Rivor playgrounds t which service Feather B1ver 
Stage Company does not otter. At best, Feather River Stage 

Company service would depend on eonneetion at Orov1lle W1~ 

electr1e service or the sacramento Northern Railway. In add1-
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tion~ its service would be seasonal while the other serVice 

v~ll be annual. It should also be noted that operating 

conditions over the new state paved highway will be far 

im~roved over tho seasonal unimproved highway. Further, 

Sacramento Northern Railway service is not available to the 

public until the new highway has been completed, which may 

be in the spring of 1937, according to the best est~ates 

of the State Engineorins Depa=tment Phced in the record. 

Therefore, until the high~~y is completed, the public must 

depend upon the service of Feather River Stage Company be-

tween Oroville and Q.uincy and this Company's oervice between 

Quincy end the state line in order to reach the resort area 

during the season of 19~. 

Full consideration of the record betore us results in 

the tollo'wing conclusions: 

(a)' Feather River Stage Company should be granted 

a certificate between Oroville and Q.uincy and intermediate 

points via Bidwell Ear, MerriI:lac and Buck's Lodge; that this 

right should be cO::lsolido.tod ... ·Ii th the rights of the Feather 

River Stage Company between Q.uincy and the state line; 

(b) The application of Sacramento Northern Railway 

should be g:-antec. oetween Oroville and the ste,te line, 

subject only to a :-estriction that no local service may be ren-

5. 
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dered between Quincy and the state line or between intermediate 

~oints and with the further condition th~t should such service 

not be established by Ju~e 1, 19S?, the rights herein granted 

shall l~~se and oecone VOid, UDless extended by further order 
o~ this Comm1s~1on. 

Such conclusions, we believe, moet equitably the 

problem presented by the two applicants.. Such orders would 

pe:::":!li t tbrough se:-vicc by the only road available during the 

1936 season, beginning at Oroville and serving all pOints to and 

including the state line. For the 1937 season, the Sacramento 

Northern Railway would establish its service, in connection 'With 

its coordinated r~~l or bus services, and be able under it to 

transport any persc~s west of Quincy over the route between 

Quincy and the state line with practically through trans!>or-

t~tion. The essential premi~ upon this o,eration is its 811-

year character. There is much to be found in the record to 

support the vnntcr o?eration of this applicant as many winter 

sports e.re be:tng established in the Feather River Region, 

particularly in and about Blairsden. Tourist traffic in winter 

is also heavy. 

o R D E R --_ .... --
.,. 

Sacremento Northern Railvmy, a corporation, having 

made application for a certificate to establish automotive 

transportation for passenGers, mail and expross, as a common 

carrier between Oroville and the California-Nevada State Line, 

(' Near Peavine, u public hearing having been held and the Commis-
/ -<:)-

sion being fully advised in the premises; 

7. 
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THE BAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF C.AI.IFORNIA 

EEP~y DECLARES that public convenience and necessity require 

the establishment and operation ~t automotive trans~ortat10n 

service tor the transportation of passengers, baggage, mail 

and express betv:een Oroville and th.e California-Nevada State 

Line near Peavine over and along the follo~~~ route: 

Vi~ the Feather River Highway between termini. 

~"D IT IS HEREBY ORDERED tha'c a certificate ot pu'b-

lic convenience and nece$sity therefo~ be and the same hereby 

is granted Sacr~ento Northe=n Railway, a corporation, subject 

to the :t"ollow·lng conditions: 

1. 

') .... 

The certificate herein 8rant~d applicant shall 
be accepted in writing by applicant within fif-
teen (15) dcys from dnte hereof, applicant 
ztipuleting in said acceptance that the service 
to be n~ovided herei~ shall 'be established not 
later t~~ June 1, 1957, and that said service 
she~l be ~aintaincd during the entire year 
th0rOQfter except as such condit10n may be modi-
fied or el tered by a sU'Pplemental order of 'i:.his 
CoIOI!l.i ssion. 

Tho authority herein granted 'co establish such 
servlce is subject to the particular restriction 
that ap~licant shall perform no local service 
bet'l.,,'een. CJ':lincy and the State Line inclusive nor 
between i~termediate points between ~uincy and 
the State Line; also, thnt transportation 01" 
express shall be l~ited to property transport0d 
under co~tract with Railway Express Agency, Inc., 
without limitation as to weieht or kind of auto-
motive ve~icle used. 

Applicant shall begin the service herein authorized 
on or before June 1, 1937, and shall tile 1n 
triplicate and conourrently make effective on not 
less th~ ten days' notice to the Commission and 
the ~ublic a tarirr or tariffs constructed in 
accordance \'1'1 til tte requirements 01" the Commis-
sion's General O~ers and containing rutes and 
rules which, in volume and effect, shall be 
identicc.l with the rates and rules shoVv-n in the 
exhibit attached to the application in so far 
as they contor.m to the certificate herein granted, 
or rates satisfactory to the Railroad Commission. 

8. 
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4. Applicant shall tile, in duplic&ta, and make 

effective on or betore June 1, 19~7, on not 
less than five days' notice to the Commission 
and the public, time schedules coverine the 
service herein authorized in a tor.m satisfactory 
to the R~ilroad Commission. 

S. The riGhts and privileges herein authorized 
may not be discontinued, sold, leased, trans-
ferred nor aSSiGned unless the v~itten consent 
of the Railroad Commission to such discontin-
uance, sale, lease, transfer or aosienment 
has first been secured. 

6. No vehicle may be operated by applicant herein 
unless such vehicle is owned by said applicant 
or is leased by it under a contract or agree-
ment on a basiS satisfactory to the Railroad 
Commission. 
Feather River Stage Company, a corporation, having 

made application for a certificate of public convenience and 

necessity to establish and operate automotive passenger stage 

service tor the tra.~sportation of passengers, baggage and ex-

press for compensation as a co~on carrier between Oroville and 

~uincy, and all intermed1ate points, a public hearing haVing 

been held and the Commission being fully adVised in the premises; 

THE R.~ROAD COi~SSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
BEREBY DEC11LBES that public convenience and necessity require 

the establishment and operation of an automotive stage ser7ice 

for the transportation of passengers, baggage and oxpress, be-

tween Oroville and Q.uincy and intermediate points via Bidwell 

, " 

~'., I""'" 

" 

Bar, Merr~ac ane Buck's Lodge, ove~ and along the tollo~~ng route: 
Via Co~ty Highway betv;een termini and inter-

mediates; 

A.~ IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that a cert1ficate or public 
convenience and necessity therofor be granted Feather River 

9. 



Staee Company,. ~ubject to tho :follo"l,'1ns conCL1 t1ons:-:-

1. ADplicant shall rile its written acceptance 
o:f the certi:ficato hGrcin granted within a 
period of not to exceed fifteen (15) days 
fro~ dote heroo:!") stipUlating in caid ac-
ceptance that the certificate herein grsnted 

"~ , 

is accepted as an eA~ension and enlarge~ent 
of its opero.tions now authorized by Decisions 
Nos. 24921 and Z4984 on Applic~tion No. 18082 
and consolidated therewith and not as a new 
or a separate operating risht; and, also that 
property (express) transported by the authority 
herei~ granted shall be limited to shipments 
not in excess of five hundred (500) ~ounds 
tro.nsported only on vehicles u~ed in~the 
transportation of passengers. 

2. Applicant shall begin the service herein 
authorized within So period of not to exceed 
thirty (SO) days from the effective date 
hereot, and shall file in triplicate and 
concurrently mru~e effective on not less than 
ten days' ::lotice to the Commi:ssion and the 
public a tariff or tariffs constructed in 
accordance with the requi:oements of the Com ... 
mission's Ge::ler~l Order::: and containing rates 
s.!l.d rUles '\',hich, in volU!rl.e and effect, shall be 
identical ~1th the :oates and l~es sho~~ in 
the oyJlibit attached to the application in so 
far as they conform to the certificato herein 
srs::lted, or rates satisfactory to the Railroad 
Co:m::U scion. 

3. ~??licant shall rile, in duplicate, and meke 
eftcctive within a period of not to exceed 
t~i=ty (~) days after the effective ~ate of 
this order, on not less than five days' notice 
to the Co~~ssion und ~he public, time schedUles 
co~ering the service herein authorized in a 
~o~ satis~actory to the Railroad CommiSSion. 

The rights and privileges herein authorized may 
not be discontinued, sold, leased, transferred 
nor ~ssigned unless the v~1tte~ consent 01' the 
Railrond Co~ssion to such discontinuance, sale, 
lease, tr~s~er or assigncent has first boen 
secured. 

10. 
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5. No vehicle may be operated by applicant herein 
unless such vehicle is owned by said app11cant 
or 1s leased by it under a contract or agree-
ment on a basis satisfactory to the Railroad 
Co:nm1ssion. 

For all other purposes the errect1ve date ot this 

order shall be twenty (20) days from the date hereot. , 
~ Z/...c Dated at San Francisco, Calitornia, this 

day or Q~ , 1936. 

ll. 


