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Docision No. .48,:’, g

BEFORE THE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of )

PACIFIC ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY, & )

corporation,.for authority to ebandon ) Application No. 20596
service end remove its line between )

Venice 2xnd Playa Del Rey. ) /4 i?

. i@M

T. 0. Ma.rsh and Jemes G-u:nn for Board of
Pudlic Utilities and Transnortation of
the City of Los Angeles, Interested Party.

W. E. Silance, ror Boaxrd of Education City
o Los An.seles . Protestent.

X+ L. OWen for Motor Coach Company,
Imerested Paxrty.

Herold T. Hedger Tor Los Angeles Cownty Flood
Ccontrol District, Interested Party.

3Y TEE CQMMISSION. ' :
OPINION
Pacific Blectric Rallway Compeny, on Februsry 25, 1936;,
epplied for authority to "a.bandon ‘service and Wremove, its rail line
between Venice end Playa. Del. Rey in the C:.'ty ot I.oa .Angeles,
State of Calirornia..
A public Reering oz this matter was conducted berore
Exeminer McCaffrey on Juze 4, 1936 , &t which time it was sub-
mitted and is now realdy for decisionm.
The total length of the line which it is proposed to abandon

is 2.444 miles. Of tais mileage, 1.503 miles are doudle-tracked in
private right of v've.y, «808 mile 1is double-tmcked in paved ‘st‘reot,

and 133 mile is single-tracked in paved =ztreet. The poz-t-;on of
the line in private Tight of wey consists of light Tell, bedly in




. .l.

need of repalr, while that in the paved area is grooved girder. rd.ii ’
construction and in excellent condition.

Tho record shows that consideration was given to the abandon- |
ment of this line three years ago, bocause it was reslized that ‘
renebilitation would be necessary if the line were to be continued in
operation. The necessary application to the cOmisgsién was prepared
at that -;i.me,"'and the proposal was only sbandoned after a series of
conferences between the interested perties, which resulted im an agrooQ
ment to keop the line in operation with limited schedules, principally
to provide tremsportation for school children. |

During the year 1935, the Los Angeles County Flood Control
District advised the spplicant thet the present outlet of the storm
5:&11:. at Bellona Creex was %0 be changed. This change, if the line
is to be continued in opersation, will necessitate the comstruotion
of & bridge which, if: bullt for exclusive rall use, would cost ep-
proximately $79,000. If a cmbiﬁdtion bridg; , to be used jointly
for rell and‘highway trattic , were constructed, placing rail facil-
ities on such a bridge would add $4o",obo to the cost of a dridge for
highway use only. In addition to thls, 1t is estimated that it would
be necessary to spend $43,000 to rehabilitate thet portion of the line
on private right of wa&. |

Exhidbit “A," attached to the epplication, shows that Tfor the
year 1935, there was a net loss of $2,405. Exhibit "B,» attached
to the application, is a tratfic check taken during the week of
January 26-Februasry 1, 1936, .showing the maximum number of peassengers
handled on the 1ine in any one day to be 220 and the passexnger Tevenue
to be £8.90. The fare between eny two points on 'pr.o enxtire line
is 5 cents. Apiaroxim.tely half of the passengers hendled are school
children who, of course, are carried at helf the adult fare. The
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testimony shows that during the past tez'x years the line has boon‘.'“
consistently operated et & loss. '

The Boaxd of Education of %he City of Los Angeles entered a.‘
protest egeinst the ebendomment of the lime as sought herein, desing
such protest on the fact that should the abdbandonment be permitted, it
would be necessary :o:,&he Boexd o:t Eduoation to provide transportation
for spproximately Lifty students to and from the Tenice Eigh School.
This, according to their estimate, would entall an expenditm of .
epproximately $2,000 per year.

The Los ‘.zmgeles Coun'by Flood Control Di.'strio;t, through Its
assistent chief engineer, stated thet it was ‘ne;essaz'y to straighten
“the aligoment of the Zlood comtrol chnnnel' thus necezsita.ting the
construction ot the new dridge above referred to over said chmnel.,
It was dis rurther statement that personal ob..ervation showed that
the travel on the rail line was Vory. mall and strongly urged the
granting of the application fLor comp.s.ote a.bandomen'c.

A commication from the Board of Public Utilities and. Trans-
portgtion. ‘of the City of Los mngeles, dated A;pril 22, 1936, has
attached thereto a report' of its engineering"dgpartmenp dated Maxch
16, 1936, in which they state thet the sbendomment is Justified. The
report contains the further stetement that an effort will de made to'
xecure‘ accommodation by some other carxier for those rovr_pa:brgns who
zow use the :Line aad &3.20 %o have the 3oard of Educa.t" oz supply &
dus $o transport pupils to the schools. '

Prom the facts presented above, it would seem thet this line
could never be expected to earn even out-of-pocket expenses and cer-
tafnly would not justify the expenditure of some $83,000 which is
the minixum estimete of the amount necessaxry to constmct a new bridge
and rehedilitate the portion of the line om private rﬂ.ght or WaY .
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After cerefully comsidering the record in this proceeding, it
is concluded that the application to sbandon 'ch.is' Telil line 1s Treasom-

eble asd should be gremted. The following order will so provide.

A public hearing having been held on %the above entitled
application, the matter having been duly submitted and the Com-
zission being Tully edvised, )

IT IS HEREEY ORDERED thet Paciric Electric Rallway Company
be, emd it is, ereby authorized to dlscontinue operation of its
line betweon Venice and Playa Del Rey in the City or Loa‘mngoles,
County of Los Angeles, Stete of Celifornia, more psrticularly
described as follows: ‘ | |

Trom commection with Venice Sbort Line at North
Tenice Bouleverd (formerly Center Street) to 35tk -
Avenue double treck in peved street; thence from 3ISUh
Avenue to & point south of §6%h Avenue louble track on
privete right of way 30 feet-and 40 feot in widthi
trence from point south of 66%h Avenue to Esplenade,
double track in paved street; thence Lfrom Esplenade
o commection with Del Rey Line double track on private
right of wey. Also.from Esplensde and Trolleywey €0 a

cozrection with Del Rey Line at Culver Boulevard single
track i1n paved street,

end to remove the tracke and racilities along this line, with the
provision that that portion of the track in‘pa#ealstreet{may renaln
in place unxil.such time as the street is repaved or the.city'may
require the tracks to be removed, subject to the following
conditionss | |
(1) Applicezt shall give the pubdblic not less thex
~ten (10) dsys® alveuce notice of vhe abandon-
ment.of .this operation, by posting notices in

ell cars opersting on this line and at all
stetions effected.




(2) Applicent shall, within thirty (30) de.ys thereaftor,
- notify this Comissmn in writing, of its compliance
with the conditions of "this order.

{3) The authorization herein granted shell lapse and bew

. come vold If not exercised within ome year from the

date hereof, unloss further time ls gram:od DY sube
sequent order.

For ell other purposes, the effective date of this order
scall be twenty (20) days from tke date Lereof.
Dated at Sen Fremoisco, Californifsa, this 2 Z”"é day of

June, 19%6.
’ L7 B thsns,

Comissioners':,'z«; !
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