Decizion No. )q 0 %O
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BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STA

In the Metiter of the Application of
the CITY OF SANGER, a municipal
corporation, of the Sixth Class, for
permission to close Eleventh Strect
in seld City across the Southern
Paciftic Relilway's Right of Way, and
for permizsion to open Eigath Street
in sald City across The Southern
Paclitic Railway's Right of Way.

Application No. 20594.
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Semuel F. Hollins, for Applicant.
H. W. Hobbs, for Southern Pacific Compeny.
Francls C. Huebrer, for certein protestants.
H. J. Carling, foxr Leo Oliver aend

. Don Baxsottl, protestants,

BY TEE COMMISSION:

OQPINION

A public heering was conducted in the above entitled

applicatiob.' of the Citr of Sanger by IZxaminer Hunter at ‘E‘re‘sno;
Avgust 14, 1936, end the matter is now ready for dec.’x.sion.‘
Southerm Pac‘iric Compeny*s single track branck line
extends through the City of Sexger in a generel northerly and
southerly direction. The primary dusiness and developed section
07 the city extends fron Fifth Street on the nortz to Eleventh
treet on the south. Within this distence tﬁére are four grade
crossings with the reilroed at the following Locations:
Fifth, Seventh, Ninth end Eleventh Strecte.
The crossings are spaced an equal distance apart, beling .960 feet
from conter line to conter linec. Tho next c:o‘ssine; to the south
of Zleventh Street iz et Welnut Avenue, located a distance of

about 750 feet.




In thic proceeding the CLty secks an order autho*lzing
tho construction of Eighta Street at grade across the railroad
and simultanecusliy closing tho exizting grade crossing at Eleventh
Stroet. The district adjacent to the rallroad Between FALh and
Eleventr Streets is well developed with industries, particularly
packing houses, as Sanger 1s a trading center :or an extenzive
agricultural area from which there Iz a large rail shipment of
fruit, grapes end field products. ’

The record sikows that Eighth Street is the meain Entrance

to the city from.the.east 0% the railroad, whlle ParkhurstﬁStreet,
whalieh iz an extencion of Seventh Street, is the meain enz:ance %o
the West. Tke main business section of the city is along Seventh
Street to trze west of the ralilroed. A Citj'witnéss, who Lis an
employee of the Departmeﬁt of Public Works of the State of qui—
fornie, Division of Highways, testified that if the Bight Sﬁfégt
erossing with the railroad 1s constructed 23 proposed herein, it
will £4% in with a plan of Improving Eighth Street té the west of
the reilroad to a comnection with Parkhurst Street, and theredy
offer through traffic en alternate Toute tkrough the business
section oF tae city t0 the weszt of the railroed; furthermore,
that the cost of this highwey improvement could be met with funds
rocoived fron the State tax on gas0line.

4 zumber of city o"icials and other inmerev*ed parties'
testilied on bHohall ol the City's Tequest to open the E¢ghmh Street
croseing, contending that this additional CTOSSLING Was necessary to
meet the traffic requirements of the city. The Senger Chamber of
Commerce, by its resolution introduced a2 Exnibit No. &, urged |

that the ¢rossing be constructed.
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On the other hand, there is testimony in the record
opposing ¥ho opening of the EZighth Stroet crossing on the ground
trat there 1s 1ittle pudblic need for it at present as the adjacenv
cT sc;ngs et Sevonth and Ninth Streets reasonebly meet traffic
needs for the present. Southern Pacific Compeny also 6pposed tze
opeaing of this ¢rossing, primerily on the grouﬁd that puolic conw -
venience aud necessity do not justiry thls additional eroscings
furthermore, it would seriously interfere with rail\Operat;ong
as it would not only involve & crossing over the main l;ne but
also Tive adjecont trackv, VviZ., Ono house track, ono drill track
and three side tTOCKT.

.Wbile the regular reil oporation over thic b*anc% l;ne

~1s light during a portion of the year, emounting to one pasgen@e‘
trein end one frelight train in each direction deily, it is
maverially increased during the heavy shibping SQason, particularly'
with ,witc3¢ng movements, as there are many ;nduutrleu located at -
Senger wh ich are served by the rallroad. ‘ |

The estimated cost of aonyt*uc ting the proposed Eishth
Strect crossing, Lncluding property and autometic protect;on, iz
showz by Ixhidvit 1S to e $20,289. This estimate, _owever, i
cludes aﬁ item of 21,500 to cover the coct of mov;ng a pacr;ng
house which was recen:ily deszroyed by fire; there&ore t s Ltenm
showid be eliminated from the totel estimate.

Tae metter of corctructing a crossing at Zighth Street
over Southern Pacific Company's trecks was before the Commission
in Applicetion No. 16773 and by Decislon No. 23L6l, dated Decambér
10, 1930, the Commission found in effect that suffficicnmt public

convenlience and necessity had not been shown to exzist to tae extent

that 1% would Sustify the gramting of thet epplicatfon &nd it was

therefore denled.




The'pr0posed.313hth Street grade crossing, if constructed,
would cross the railroad yards et Sanger with six tracks ianvolvedld.
Such & croszing Ls both hazardous and dirlicult to keep free from
interference dy tralns and standing cars, and should therefore be
ellowed only upon & clear showing that pubiic convenience ané reces-
sity Justify such a ¢rossing. |

A careful Teview of the record In thisz procoeding leads
1o the comclusion that in light of the wnfavorable conditions for
& grade crossing at Elghth Street, the oxlsting grade crossings
&t Seventh and Ninth Streets, which also cross this same reilroad
yard, Teasomably meot the present rlghway traffic requiremﬁnts fox
access ovér the reilroad iz this area and this situation would nod
be changed Lf the Eleventd Street crossicg were closed, as proposed
herelin.

Turning now to the question of closing the Eleventh
Street crossing, in the applicetion it is elleged in paragreph
6=c=2 "That the Zleventh Street cros;ing is littlé used by traffic,
and thet the Senger Frult Growers Associatlion desires to expand 1t
packing house to tho sbuth over what Is now'Eleveﬁzh{St:eet; that
the Southern Pacific Compary desires to permit this, in order thrat

it may secure a groater number oI cars to sklp over its railroad:

that public converlence and necessity would be served by ¢losing

Zloventh Street and opening Eighth Street.”

The Elevqnxh Street crossing is located at the south end
of Southern Pacific Compexy's yard at Sanger. Seven tracks.axe-in-l
volved in this cr?ssing, one of which is the main lize, ome & spur

track and the other five are yard and industry tracks. Exaidit
No. 17 shows the traveled portion of the Tleventh Street crossizg
to be 22 foet in width across the rallroad yard, with en 80-£oot
rigat of way on either side of the rallroad prOpefty. The testimony
showé that the vehiculer traffic over ﬁhis croasing is 115;t, a
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considorable portion of whick is to anéd from packing houses
‘located on the east side of the railrosd north of Zlevonth Street.
The reilroed traffic at Tleventh Streot is similar to that et
Tighth Street, which is discussed above. |

Tre City takes the position that there Lz little purblic
need for this crossing améd that the closing‘or it wuld pormit of
gxtendins the facilities of the Sanger TFruit Growers Association's
pecking house to the south, for whick there is ax urgent need. The
c;o sing of this crossina and the opening of tnc Eiuhth St*eet Cross~
irg is urged iz the resolutioz of the Flennlirng COmmit teec of the City
ot Sanger (Exhibit No. 9). Southern Pacif;c Company joins in the
opizior that the Eleventh Street crossing should be closed on the
growuzd that convenience to the 1ittle traffic flowing over this
crossing does mot Justify its existence. On the otzer hend there
is corxsiderable testimony Opposing the closing or the Sleventh
Stroet crossinge. This testimony came largely rrom.adjacenx PLO-
perty owners end fruit pecking Iinterests. Such a’protesﬁ was;

recoived from the Sarger Citrus Association (Exhivit No. 1l).

Tt appears from the record in this proceeding that'the

closing of'the Tlevorth Street crossing would not work en uzdue
nardsiip upon the tral Ti¢ now flowing over this ¢ros ng, S the
reilroald is peralleled on the west by ”M" Street between the crosu-
ing at Walnut Avenue oz the south and tre Ninth otreet'crossing apd

thers on the north. On the eest side or fhe reilroed "L" Street’
perallels the tracks between “ir th and “enth Streets. it'appea:s
that "L" is not a dedicated wtreet between Tenth and Eleventh
Stfeeés;

Tt %3 concluded from this record thet the Commission

should grant the City’'s request to close the Eleventh Street cross-
ing and the Order will so provide. |




A public hearing reving been had in the above entitled
proceeding exd tte .natter being now ready for deéiéion,

IT IS EERESY ORDERED thet the epplication of the City
of Senger to éonstrugt‘a ¢rossing over Southérn Pacitic Company’s
tracks at Eighth Street, as applied for therein, is heredy denied.

T? IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDERED that the City of Sexger's
eppifcation to close the Eleventh Street crossing (No. EC-220.1),
as epplied for therein, is heredby granted, provided, héwofgr, that
this esuthority shall ve exercised withiﬁ'dﬁe year from the date
of +his order. Upon ﬁhe vacation of this crossing by the City of
Senger, 1t shellibe effectively berriceded by the City azd
Souvthern Pacific Company shall abolish the crossing over its right
of wuy and vemove the crossing sign, and so advise tho Commission

within thirty (30) days thereafter.

The effective date of this order shell be twenty (20)

deys from the date hereof.

e

Dated at San Francisco, Cellforzie, this 3/

of An@ust 1936.
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Commissioners




