
Decis10n No. _--.;2;..;~;.;.) .;,;;2;..,;9:::.,.· .;:.:3~_ 

BEFORE '1l!E RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE ST..\TE OF CALIFORNIA 

) 
In the Matter ot the Application o~ ) 
the CITY OF SA..~ ROSA, CALIFORN""";A, ) 
tor permission to construct. a public) 
highway ovor the railway tracks ot ) 
the Northwestern Pacific Railroad ) 
Company at 13th Street within se.id ) 
City ot Santa Rosa. ) 
-------------------------) 

Application No. 20524 

E. T. Xotord, tor ApplictUlt. 
H. W. Hobbs, tor Northwestern Pacific Railway Co. 

BY TEm Coi\WSSIOl~: 

OPINION .... --..-----
In thi3 proceeding the City or Santa Rosa, County ot . ' 

Sono~~ Cal1ror~a, applied tor authority to construct Thirteenth 

Street at grade across the tracks ot NorthwestGrn Pacitic Rail-
road Company 1n said City. 

A public heari::lg was held in this ma.tter before Examiner 
I " ' 

Hall in Santa Rosa, on Septenber 23, 1936, e.t which time the matter 

was duly submitted. 
The tracks involved in this proceeding :run through the 

~esterly portion ot S~ta Rosa and are those formerly operated by 

Sout1:lern Pacific Compe.n.y as e. part ot its Sante. Rosa Branch.. This 

operation has been absdonee. 8!ld. the tracks are now operated by 

No:-thwestern Pacitic Railros.d Company end used only tor swi tch1:o.g 

pu.~ose$. They extend in a general northerly and southerly direc-

tion through the easte:-n section ot Santa Rosa. 
The etreet system of Sant~ Rosa adjacent to the tracks in 

the vioinity of the proposed crossing is generally laid ,out with 

streets epproximately parallel to and at right angles to said tracks. 
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North Street, a north and south street, is parallel and adjacent 

to the west right-or-way li~o 01.' the railroad. Thirteenth Street, 

which the city proposes to construct at grade, over the railroad, 

is an east and west street extending easterly tram North Street, 

an~ its preposed crossing would cross over rive tracks ot the 

re.ilroe.d ju~t south or the station building rormerly used by 

Southern Paci1.'ic Company. 

College Avenue is the ~ext adjacent street aoross the 

traoks to the so~th ot the propo~ad cr03sing and Fourteenth Street 

is the next e.~je.OE)::lt st~eet to the north. College Avenue is ap-

proximately 700 teet south or and Fourteenth is a'pprox~tely 

350 teet north ottho propo~ed crossing. 

Thirteenth Street does not extend west 01.' North Street. . . . 
In the event th~ crossing herein requested is openod, trat1.'ic 

. . 

oould continue ~est on Benton Street, which is parallel to the 

lines or Thirteenth Street and located approxime.tely 75 teet 

north thereot and reach Mendooino Street, the main north and south . . . . , 

street 01.' thio city. Mendocino Street is a pert or u. S. Highway 

No. 101. 
The IC.a:ln business street 01.' Sente. Rosa is Fourth Street, 

which runs in a general northe~st and southwest direction, and 

1s intersected by Thirteenth Street near the east city limits 01.' 

Sante. Rosa. 

Appllcant produced testimOny to show that the crossing 
i:; neoes::o.o.ry in order that trut'ic trcm the east o:t' the city could 

be routed along Thirteenth Street end Benton Street to Mendocino 
Avenue (U. S. No. 101) and thus relieve the congestion on Fourth 
Street. It was rurther pointed out that 1~ the crossing is opened 

, . . 

and Thirteenth Street improyed, it would in all probability be 

designated as a truck route. 
The record ind1cates that 0011'08e Avenue could be used 
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as a by-pass route, without the installation of an additional 

crossing. It was pointed out, however, that College Avenue 

passes the Fair.mont School (located on College Avenue between 

North Stroet and King Street) and that it intersects Mendocino 

Street at an ~satisfactory point due to an angle in the latter 

street and also t~e close prox~ity ot adjacent intersecting 

3treets. 

The propose~ crossing would serve, in add1tio:c. to the 

through traffiC, industries loc~ted on Thirteenth Street adjacent 

to tl::.e cross mg. 
Northwestern Pacific Railroad Company contendod that 

the crossing would serve only the industries and that it had con-

structed a roadway tnrough its station reservation to Fourteenth 

Street tor this pu..."1>ose, a.nd that the proposeG. crossing was un-

necessary. The raUroad. turther contended that tbrough trnttic 

would not be attracted to Thirteenth Street due to the fact that 

tor approx~tely ~~ blocks east ot the railroad, the street has 

a narrow oiled macad~ pavement. The city on the other hand, 

showed t:tl.at it wo'tlld. pave this section as soon as tunds became 

availabl". 
The rail trattio over the proposed orossing is entirely 

slow-moving switching, which co:c.sists of approx:1mately tour move-

:o.ents per day •. 

A review ot the record indicates that public oonvenience 

end necessity re~u1res the installation ot the cr03Sing as re-

ques~ed; that:lo undue hazard v:oul.d be created and that little 
interference would be cauzed to the operation ot the railroad .. . . 

The reoord i~dicates that the proposed crossing would not be a 
, 

benefit to the railroad and there:ore the cost ot its installation 

shottld be borne by ~plicant, except that the railroad should at 
1 ts own eo!l't, prepe.::"0 ell o't ito tracks and ep;purtenances thereto, 
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to roce1ve the pavement. 

ORDER - - ---
A public hearing hav1ng been held, the matter be-

ing lmdel"' submission and. ready for decision, 

IT !S ~BY ORDE..q:m) tho. t ·t::c.e Ci'ty Council of the 

City ot Sante Rosa,in 'tho County of Sonoma, State ot California, 
is he~eby authorized to construct Thirteenth Street e.t grad.e 

across the trac~3 ot Northwestern Pacific Railroad CO~~Y at 

~he location ~ore particul~lY do scribed in tho application 
end e.s shown by the m.al's (E:dl1bi t ~Btt end. "C") attached theroto, 

subject to the tollo~!ng conditions and not otherwise: 

(1) 

(4) 

The above crossing shall bo identitied as 
Crossing No. 5-5G.4-C. 
The entire expense ot eonstructing the cross-
ing shall be borne by applicant. The cost ot 
ma~tenance ot that portion ot said crossing 
outside ot lines two (2) feet outside ot the 
outside rails shl:!.ll be borne by applicant. The 
maintenance of that portion ot the crozsing be-
tween lines two (2) teet outs1de o~ the outsido 
rails shall be borne by Northwestern Paeit1c 
Re.ilroe.d. Compe:c,y. No :portion 01' tllc eost herem 
assessc~ to app11c~t tor the constr~ct10n or 
main~G~ance ot said crossing shall be assessed 
by e:oplicant, i::l any manner VI'hatsoevf)r, to the 
operative property otNorthwestern Pacit1c Rail-
road Company. Northwe~tern Pacitic Railroad 
Company shall at its own expense prepare the 
tracks ~o recoi va ~b.~ pavi:ls· 

The c=ossing shall be constructed ot a' ~"idth ot 
no-: less tb.e.n twenty-tour (24) teet and at an 
angle approximately ninety (90) dogrees to the 
railroad and 'With grades of' approach not greater 
tlla.ll tou:" (4) per cent; shell ba const::-ucted 
eo~~l or superior to type shovm as Stand~rd No. 
2 "'in o".l:" Gene:-al Order No. 72; shell ~e :protected 
by two (2) Stende.rd No. 1 crossing signs as spGc1-
t~ed in our General Orde~ No. 75-A, and s~all in 
every way be mado suita~le tor the passago theroon 
ot vehicles and other road tr.!ltti0. 

No t::"e..!:l, engine, motor or oo.:r sh.O.ll 'be operated 
over said crossing 'Unless tre.:t'fic Oll the highwe.y 
is protected by e. :c..em'bar ot tile train crew or 
other cO:::LPetent railroad empll'~yee acting as tle.g-
man. 
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(5) Applicant shall, within th~Lrty (30) days there-
arter, notity this Commission, in wr1ting, ot the 
completion or the instellation ot said crossing 
~d or its compliance with the conditions hereot. 

(6) The authorization herein granted shall lapse and 
'become void it not exerc1~\eo. within. one (1) yeer 
tror: the date hereof unless turther t:1:me is granted 
by subse~uent order. 

(?) The Commission reserves the, right to make such 
rurther orders r~lative to the location, construo-
tion, operation, maintenance and protection or said 
cross:Lng as to it may SOeIl'l right end. proper end to 
revoke 1 ts per.m.ission it, in 1 ts judgment, public 
conven1en(~e 6.'O.d necessity demand such action. 

The authority herein granted shall bec~e effective on 

the date hereot~ 
Dated at San Francisco, Cal:'l.ford.a, th13 J,UwI'.,Ae.y or 

Novexr.ber, 1936. 


