Declislon No. 9 gz

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
the CITY OF SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA,
for permission to comstruct a public
highway over the rallway tracks of
the Northwestern Pacific Railroad
Company at 13th Street within said
City of Santa Rosa.

Application No. 20524

E. T Loror& for Applicant.
E. W. Hobbs, for Northwestern Pacific Railway Co.

BY THE COMMISSION:

CPINIOX

In this proceoding the City ot Santa~Rosa, County of

Sonome, Celifornmia, applied for suthority to comstruct Thirteenth
Street at grade across the tracks of Northwestern Pacific Rail-
rosd Company In sald City.

A public hoaring was held in this matter before Examiner
Hell in Senta Rosea, ou Septenber 23, 1936, at which time the matter
was Quly submitted.

The tracks involved in this proceeding Tun through the
sasterly portion of Santa Rosa ard are those formerly operated by
Southern Pecific Company &s & pert of lts Santz Rosa Branch. This
operation has been abandoned and vhe_tracks are now operated by
Noxrthwestern Pacific Ralilrosd Company end used only for switcking
purposes. They extead In & general portherly snd southerly direc-
tion through the eastern section of Santa Rose.

The ctreet systex of Santa Rosa adjacent to the tracks in
the vicinity of the proposed crossing is generally leid out with

streets spproximetely parallel o end at Tight angles to said tracks.




North Street, a north and south street, is parallel and adjacent
to the west right-or-way line of the rallrosad. Thirteenth Street,
which the city proposes to canstruct at grede, over the railroad,
is an east‘and west street extending easterly from North Street,
and 1ts preposed erossing would eross over five tracks of the |
rallroed Just south of the station building Tormerly used by
Southern Pacific Compexny.

_ College Avenue ls the aext adjacent street across the
tracks to the south of the proposed crossing and Fourteenth Street
is the next adjacent street to the north. College Avenue is ap-
prpximately 700 feet south of apdvFourtgenth is approximately
350 feet morth of the proposed croésing.

Thirteenth Street does not extend west of North Street.
In the event tke crossing herein reqpested is opened, traffic
could continue west on Benton Street, which Is parallel %o the
lines of Thirteenth Street and lqcated app:oximately 75 foet
north thereof aad reach lMendocino Street, the mein north and south
street pf this eity. Mendocino Street Is a part of U. S. Highway
No. 10L. |

The main business street of Senta Rosa Is Fourth Street,

which Tuns in & gemersl northeast and southwest direction, amd
is intersected by Thirteenth Street near the east city limlts of

Sante Rosa.

Lppliceat produced testimony to show thab the cTossing
iz necessary in order that traffic from the east of the oity ocould
be routed along Thirteenth Street and Benton Street to Mendocino
Avenue (U. S. No. 101) and thus relieve the congestion on Fourth
Street; It was further pointed out thet 1f the crossing 1s opened
and Thirteenth Street improyed, it would in all probablility be
designated as a truck route.

The record indicates that College Avenue could be used

-2




as a by-pass route, without the ;nstallation of an additional

crossing. It was pointed out, however, that College Avenue
passes the Felrmont School (located on College Avenue between
North Stroet end King Street) and that 1t intersects Mendocino
Street at an wmsatisfectory point due to an angle in the latter
street and also the close proximity of adjacent intersecting
atreeis. _

The p:oposed erossing would serve, in addition to the
through traffic, industries located on Thirteenth Street adjacent
to tte c¢rossing. -

| Nortihwestern Pacific Railroad Compeny contended that
the crossing would serve only the Industries and that 1t hed con-
structed a roadway throggh its station reservation to Fourteenth
Street for this purpose, and that the proposed c¢rossing was W~
necessary. The rallroad further ccatended that through traffic
would net be attracted to Thirteenth Street due to the fact that
for approximately two blocks east of the'xailrogd, the stree# has
a narrow oiled macadam pavement. The city on the other handg,
showed that it would pave thls section as soon as funds became
availadle.

The rail traffic over the proposed crossing is entirely
slow-moving switching, which consists of approximately four move-
ments per day.

A review of the record imdicates thet publlic convenlence
end necessity reéuires the instellatior of the crossing as re-
quesved; that no undue hezard would be created and that little
interterence would be caused to the operation of the railroad.
The »ecord indicates that the proposed crossing would not de 2
benefit to the railroad and thereZore tﬁe cost'or ite installatibn
shoaid be borme ty epplicant, except tkat the reilroad should at

its own cost, prepeze &ll of its tracks and sppurtenances thereto,
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to roceive the pavement.

A puovlic hearing having been held; the matter Dbe-
ing under submission and ready for deciaion;

- IT s HEREBY ORDERED that the City Couneil of the
Ci%y of Sante Rosa,in the County of Sonoms, State of Californie,
is héreby authorized to construct Thirteenth Street &t grade
across the treacks of Northwesterr Paclific Rallrocd Compsany at
the location more particularly descrided in the application
end es shown by the maps (Exhibit "B" end "Cc") attached theroto,
sudbfect to the following conditions and noﬁ_étherwise:

The above c¢rossing sball bo iLdentlflied as
Crossing No. 5-56.4—0.

The entire expense of comstructing the croszse
ing shall be dorne by applicent. The cost of
maintenance of thet portion of said crossing
outside of lines two (2) feet outside of the
outside rails shall be dorne by spplicsat. The
meintenance of that portion of the crossing be-
tween lines two (2) fTeet outside of the outside
reils shall be borne by Northwestern Pacific
Reilroed Compery. No portion of the cost herein
essessed to applicent for the comstruction or
meinsonance of seld crossing shall be assessed
by eppiicent, in eny manner whetsoover, 1o tke
operetive property of Northwestern Pacific Reil-
roed Company. Northwestern Paciflc Railroad
Compeny shell at its own expense prepare the
trecks vo receive the paving.

The ¢rossing shall dbe construgted of a wigth of
not less then twenty-four (24) feet and at an
angle epproXimetely ninaty (90) degrees to the
weilroad and with grades of epproach not greater
then four (4) per cent; sbell be constructed

equal or superior %o type sbown &s Standerd No.

2 in our Genersl Order No. 72; shall Ve protected
by two (2) Stemderd No. 1 crossing sigus as specl-
fled in our General Order No. 75-A, and shall in
every way be mede sulitedle for the passago therocn
of vehlicles and otker road trafilc.

No 4»eia, emgine, motor or car skall be operated
over seif crossing unless traffic on the highway
is protected by & nember of the train crew OTr

other competent ralilroed employee acting as fleg-

an.




(5) Applican®t shell, within tbirty (30) days there-
efter, notify tils Commission, in writing, of the
completion of the instellation of sald crossing
and of its complience with the conditions hereof.

{6) The authorization herein granied shall lapse and
become vold if not exercised within one (1) yeeor
fron the date hereol unless further time is granted
by subsequent order.

(7) The Commission reserves the right to make such
further orders relative to the location, constxruc-
tion, operation, maintenance and protvection of sald
crossing as to it may seem right and proper end te

revoke its permission if, in its Judgument, public
convenience and necessity demand such action.

The authority herein granted shall becone effective on
tke date hereof. |
Dated &t Sen Framcisco, Celiforzis, this _J.347 day of

Novexmber, 193€.
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