
()Q37i Decision No., ___ ""'_v_t. __ .;.;..... __ 

BEFORE TEE Rl1.I!.RO .. ~ COI~ISSION OF '!HE S '!ti.TE OF C .. \LIFORNIJ ... 

IIi the .l~J.a:Cter 01' the AppIl.cc.tlon of ) 
S&~ DIEGO ELECTRIC R..~Jl,\u..y CO!&lIlIT, ) 
a corporation, for permission to ) 
abandon the existing rail service on ) 
the La Playa Line (Route No. 13) in ) 
the City of San Diego and re~oval ot ) 
certain portions of that track; sub- ) 
stitute in lieu thereof, automobile ) 
bus service for the abandoned portion ) 
of that route and rerouting a portion ) 
along Pacific Highway into new terri- ) 
tory and tor issuance of certiticate ) 
ot public convenience and necessity ) 
tor the proposed bus oper~tion. ) 

------------------------------) 

Application No. 20895 

S. E. Mason and Dale Harlan, for applic~ t. 
D. L. Ault, City Attorney tor the City of 

San Diego, proponent. 
Lieutenant W. B. Howett for 11th Navc.l 

District, interested party. 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 

OPINION -------
In this application San Diego Electric Railway Company 

seeks permission to abandon its La Playa street car line (Route 

l\o. 13), to re:nove the tra.cks trom a ll,ol"tion of said route and in-

augu:-ate in lieu thereof, a mo·:;or coach service, 0.11 wi thin the 

City ot san Diego, County of San Diego, California • 
.}.\ public hearing was held in this matter 'before Examiner 

Eell in San Diego 0:1 Tuesday, December 6th, at wbich time the mo.tter 

was submitted. 
Applicant operates as a part of its electric street rail-

way system in San Diego, the La Pluya. Line, Route No. 13, extending 

from the 'business district ot the City elong Kettner Boulevard, 
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~ancock Street, Bernett Avenue, Lytton Street and Rosecrans 

Street to the United State.:: Uilitary Reservation. That }:>0r.t1on 

of the line from the business district ot San ~ieso along 

Kettner Boulevard, Eancock Street and cert~in ~rlvate rights 

ot way to a point o~pos1te the United Stutes ~arine Corps Ba30 

is also opel'ated over by e.l'plicant' s Oceen Beach tine end La 
Joll~ Line. That portion of said La Playa line beyond the junc-

tion point is s. single tl'ack locat.ed on one-half of' the street 

so as to pe~t tuture double track construction without re-

locating the original track. This res~Lts in operation 01' 

street caT.s in one direction on the wrong side or the street 

and constitutes a traffic menace. 
Only a portion ot Rosecrans Street is paved, and the 

fe ~ r Y U:\ited States NaVY', ~ owns much of the ad.jacent :property, is 

desirous of ~aving cert~in portions of the street now occu~ied 

by applicant's track. ~xrthermore, the City of San Diego is 

arranging tor funds to complete the pavine ot Rosocrans Street 

to its full ,~dth. In the event that streot car service was 

continued, it would be necessary to reconstruct the present 
track, to construct a second track and additional overhead span 

,nros at an estimated cost or e~pro~imately $98,500. 
Exhibit "D", attached to the ep,lication, shows that 

Route 13 is operating at ~ annual loss ot approximately $1200. 

,i\pplioant contends the.t· the operating results of this street 
car line do not vm.rrent the expenditure required tor its rehabil-

itation. It is propo~ed to inaugurate in lieu thereof, a motor 

coach service from the business district ot the City to the 

'Om ted States ~Ilili tary Reservation. u:pon 3Ild along a route as hero-

inatter described. Tr.e main ditferet~ce between the street C:lr 

route ~nd the proposed motor coach route is to move the service 
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from Kettner Boulevard to Pacific Boulevard in entering or 

leaving the business district 01' the City. This change in 

route is proposed on account 01' the large number ot industries 

located along Pacific Boulevard. The head:way ot the present 

street car l~e is basically '22 1/2 minutes, where~s the 

basic headway ot the prqposed bus line will be 20 minutes, 

thereby increasing the service about 10%. Applicant estimates 

that the new bus route will stimulate traffic about 10% over 

the traffic now enjoyed by tho street car line; that the cost 

of operation v.111 be materially less than the cost of' operat-

ing the :9resen t street Cs.%' line end will result in e. proti t or 

ap~roximately $7000. 
The City of San Diego in Resolution No. 65191, dated 

November 24, 1936, approves the substitution ot service as 

outlined above. Furthermore, the San Diego Chamber ot Com-

merce on ~~ovember 19, 1936 also adopted a resolution favoring 

the granting of this application. 
The Commandcnt's office of the Eleventh Naval District, 

S8:l Diego, the Oftice ot the COlmIlo.nding General Marine Corps 

Base, San Dieso, ancl the Ur..ited States Naval Training Sta.tion 

at San Diego have signified in writing that they are agreeable 

to the granting ot thiz application. No protest was entered at 

the he~ine asainst the granting ot this application and it ap-
pears trom the record that public co~venionce and necessity re-

quire a substitution of service as :9:uyed for in this application 

~d that the ~plication should be granted. 
Se.r.. Diego :E:lectric Ra llway Company is hereby placed 

upon notice that ~operative rights" do not constitute a class or 

property which should be capitalized or used o.s o.n element of 

value in determining reasonable rates. Aside trom their purely 

permissive asuect, they extend to the holder a full or partial 
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• • 
monopoly of ~ class of business over a particular route. This 
monopoly feature ~~ be changed or destroyed at any time by the 

state which is not in any re~ect limited to the number of r1ehts 

which may be given. 

ORDER - - - --
A public hearing having been held and the mutter being 

duly submitted, 
IT IS EE?3BY ORDERED th~t San Diego Electric Railway 

Comp~y bo and it is hereby authorized to abandon service upon 

and along its La ?l~ya line (Route 13) desc~ibed as follows: 

Operating betwee:. Broadway snd the United 
States ~i11ta=y Reservation "along Kettner 
Boulevard, Hancock Street, Barnett Avenue, 
Lytton Street and Rosecr~s Street, w1th~ 
the City of San Dieeo, County of San Diego, 
State of California, 

subject, however, to tho following conditions: 

(1) The abandonment of this street car service 
shall be effective concurrontly with the in-
auguration of motor coach service as authorized 
hereinatter. " 

(2) Applicant shall, vdthin thir.ty days thereafter, 
noti:c'y this Cocmis:;ion) in \'.T1 tins, of the 
ab~donment of the facilities e.~thorized herein 
and ot its compli~ce with the conditions hereof. 

(3) Tho authorization horein granted shall lapse and 
become vo~d ~t not exercisod within one (1) year 
tro~ the date hereof, unless ~Jrther time is 
gr~ted by $ub$e~uent order. 
IT IS ~~y FUR~~r2 ORDERED that San Diego ~lectric 

Rnilway Company bo and it is hereby authorized to abandon and 

=."e::.ove its tracks on Rosccrons Street 'betviccn Lytton Stroot and 

tho United State~ Military Re~crvation, City of Son Diego, 

County or So:o. Diego, California, SUbject to the following con-

ditiollS: 
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(1) App1iCa:lt ::;:ha11, within thi:::ty ~oys the:::ec.ftcr 
notify the Commission, in writinQ) of the rcco: 
vel of the tr~ck tac~lities author~zed herein 
and of its c Ol1l:plic.!lce with the conditions 
hereof. 
The uuthorizntion herein granteQ shall lcpse 
and become void if not exercised within one 
year from tho ~ate he:::eof, unless further time 
is granted by subsequent order. 

The Railroad Con:mission of the St&te of Califomi~ 

hereby declares that public convenience and necessity require 

the operation by S:;m Diego Electric Railv/ay Company, a cor-

porction, of a motor coc.ch passeneer service ror t~e transpor-

tation of passengers between ond serving the fol10w:lng no.med 

termini end all ~tormeuiate points ove::: the following described 

route: 
Eeg~~g at the intersection or Third Avenue 
and Broadway, easterly on Broadw~y to Fourth 
Avenue, :;;outhe:::ly on Fourtb. .L-\venue to E Street, 
westerly on E Stroet to Third Avenue, north-
erly on Third Avonue to Broadway, westerly on 
Broa~~~y to ?acific liighway, northerly alone 
Pacific ~iehway to Barnett Avenue, south-
weotcrly alons Bo=nett Avonue to Lytton Street, 
northwesterly along Lytton Street to Rosecrans 
Street, southwesterly alone Rosecrans Street 
to the United States ~;rili tSl"y Reservation; and 
return clone the same route to the point of 
beginning. 

IT IS ~~BY FURTrL&R OP~~D that ~ certificate of 

pu~lic convenience and necessity be and the same is hereby 

granted to Sa=. Diego Electric Eailwo.y Company, subj ect to the 

following condi t1ons: 

( 3) 

Applicant shan.file a written acceptance of 
t~e certificate herein granted, within a 
period not to exceed fifteen (15) days trom 
tbe date hereof. 
A~plicent shall commence the motor coach 
service herein authorized concurrently with 
the cb~donment ot its La Playa Street car 
line as hereinbefore authorized. 
Applicant shall, witbin a period of not ~o 
exceed thirty (30) days atter the ertect~ve 
date of this order, on not less thnn five 
(5) daye notice to the Commission and the 
public, supplement its Local Passenger Tariff 
~o. 7, C. ~. C.No. 62, to provide that tares 



shown therein shall apply in connection with 
motor coach service as herein authorized. 

(4) Applicant shall tile in duplicate and make 
ertective on not less than five (5) days' 
notice to the Comm.ission aD,d the public, time 
schedules covering tho s erv1ce herein author-
ized in a torm satisfactory to the Commission. 

(5) Applicant is authorized to turn its motor 
vehicles at termini, either ~t tne intersec-
tion of the streets or 'by operating aro'Wld 
a 'block contiguous to such 1ntersection in 
either direction, end to carry passengers as 
traffio regulations ot the municipality may 
require. 

(6) The rights end privileges herei:o. authorized 
may not 'be discontinued, sold, leased, trans-
terred nor assigned unlesz the written consent 
ot the Commission to suoh disoontinuance, sale, 
lease, transter or ass1gnment has first been 
obtained. 

(7) No veh1cle may be operated by applicant herein 
unless such vehicle is owned 'by said applicant 
or is leazed by applicant under a contract or 
agreement on e. basis satistactory to the Com-
mission. 

The effective date ot this Order shell be twenty (20) 

days trom the date hereof. 
Dated at Sen Francisco, Calitornia, this /..,ru-.-dey ot 

December, 1936. 


