‘)()0&;/1
A" JU .
Decision No. . =-%

BEFORE THEE RATLROAD COMMISSICN OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNTX

Iz the Matter of the Application of

PACIFIC GREYHOUND LINES, INC., =

corporation, for certificate of

public convenience and necessity to

operate a passenger stage service, Application No. 2076l.
as ¢ comon carrier of passengers,

baggage and express bvetween Fowler

and Tulare via Henford and Corcoran.

H. C. Luces, for Applicant.

T. S. Haworth, for Orange Belt Steges, Inc.,
Interested Perty.

E. T. Lucey, E. R. McNally end ". Go “\‘\\
Shields, for The Atchison, Topeka & \\\\

Santa Fe Rallwey Company, Interested
Party.

Z¥ THZ COMMISSION:

CPINION

By its emended epplication in this matter the Pacific
Greyhownd Lires, Inc., a corporation, seeks a certificate or pudlic
convenience end necessity authordizing the operation of an auto-
motive passenger stage service for the transportation of passengers,
baggege and express between Fowler and Tulare and intermediate
points, vlia Laton, Eanford, Corcoran and Waukena, as a part of and
t0 be consolidated with the operative rights previously granted
by Decision No. 23244 end supplementary declsions. No protest
was voiced to the granting of this epplication, the carriers in

the rield, The Atchison, Topeka & Sente Fe Reilway Company amd

Oresnge Eelt Steges, Inc., appearing as interested parties only.




A public hearing was had before Exeminer Austin at
Eenford on Cctover 19, 1936, when evidence was offered, the matter
was submitted and it 1s now realdy for degision. ‘ ‘

At present applicant's main line service 1s conducted
between Fresno exd Tulere and points south, vie Fowler, Selma,
Xingsburg and Tisalia Alrport. East of this route it operates
a service betweoon Selme and Tulare, via Pariler, Reedley, Dinudba
end Visalle, a.brench frox the latier polnt extending west %o
Visalia Afrport. Tke Orange Belt Stgges, Icc., operates 3 passenger
stege service between Visalia Alrport and Egnford, gt?ordipg a
cornecting link detween Heaford end applicant's system. There is‘
no stage service between Corcoran, and Tulare and Hanrord; respective-
1y. | .

Weszt of epplicent's main ;ine, and paralleling the route

roposed herein, the main lize of Tke Atcehison, Topeka & Santa Fe
Rallway Company pesses througk Freéno, Fowler, Laton, Hanford aﬁd
Corcoren, Irom whick polnt & branch divgrses to.the east, extend;ng
to Fresno througk Tulare and Visalia dut not serving Hanford. The
service formerly operated by applicant between Fowler and Eanrofd

via Lgton was ebendoned during the depression aé raxrt of 1its

poliéy of genersl retrenchment. (Decision No. 25327, in Application
No. 18234). '

'Those now desiring to travel by stege between Hanford
and Fresro are obliged to change at VESalig Alrport from the buses
ol Orange Belt Stages, Inc., to those of the applicant. There is
oW 20 stage cervice befween Coxcoran and Fresro. |

Applicent called In its behell 1ts Superintendent of
Transportaﬁion wio descrided at length the proposed service, and

it also produced twelve public witnesses comprising merchants,




business men end representatives of chembers of cormerce residing
&t or having business interests inm Corcoren, Fresno, Laton end
danford. In additlion, the testimony of another witneés was included
ir the recérd by stipulation.

From the showing mede 1t appears that these coxmunitles,

though having & substantisl population,‘l)

are obliged to depend
for thelr local transportatioa needs upon the Santa Fe, which pro-
vides dut two trains Qally between Hanford end Fresno with an
additlionel train serving Corcoran over the Visalle bdremck, upon the
circultous stege service via Visalia Afrport, and upon the Southern
Pacltic Company, which delly operates ome train each way between
fresno and Henford, dotk of them in the arternoon.‘z) Both Fresno,
exd to e lesser degree Hanford, are shopping centers for these
coxmunities. Eenford 1s also ihe county seat of Kings County,

in waich are situated Laton and Corcoran. Because of this fact,
there is constant travel dbetween these points ¥y Jjurors, witnesses
end others having dusiness witk the county.

The evidence clearly indicates the inadeguacy of the
existirg tramsportation service to meet the requirements of those
desirirg %o travel between tze polnts involved. Some of the wit-
necses, particularly those engaged in the hotel business and in
other vocetlons where they come in contact with the pudlic,

Teleted the frequent inquiries received, stating that on many

(2] The evidence indicates that the population of these communities
is epproximetely as follows: Fresno 85,000, Hanforad 7,000, Corcoren
2,400, Laton 650. During the cottor season the population  of
Corcoran end surrounding territory is increased to ahout 5,000 vy
the Influx of egricultursl workers.

(2) Southern Pacific Compeny did not appear or protest this aprlice-~

vion; prior to the hearing it advised that it head no objection to
the spplication.




occasions they had carried in thelr own cars not only acqueintances

und friends, but evex strangers.

Others described the necesslty for a more expeditious
and frequent express servlice, principally for the harndling of
emergency eutomotive repalr parts.

This spplicatlion bas the approdation of verious pubdblic
bodles. The Secretery of the Transportation Committee of the Fresno
County Chexbdexr of Commerce eppeared and volced the approvel of
epplicent's proposel, previously expressed by thet body. Similar
action has been teker by the Tulare Cheamber of Commerce and the
Corcoran Chamber of Commerce, representatives of which appesared
and testified.

From the record it appears that the service now operated Jjointly
by Orange Belt Steges, Inc. and epplicant between Hanford axnd -
Tresno is slow, wnduly circultous, and does not provide sufficlent
time between schedules for the trsxusaction of any business at
elther terminel. Over this route the average time consumed in

raveling bdetween Eexnford and Fresno 1s one hour axd 34 minutes,
with which may be contrasted the everage operating time of SS
minutes over the proposed direct route.

In addition to the four daily schedules now provided in
cozjunction with Orenge Belt Stages, Inc., via Visalie Airport,
epplicent will conduct four round-tripns dally between Fresno and
Hanford, two of whick will be extended to Corcoran, and four
round-trips daily will be operated between Corcoran and Tulare,
connecting there with the mair line service. The schedules are so
arranged as to provide adeguate time for the trensaction of

business at the terminals, and en opportunity to return the sanme




day. Convenient connectiorns are provided with main line schedules,

reacking points on applicant’'s system both nortk ané south of
Frosno, including Sen Francisco Bay polnts, Sacramento, Stockton,
Bekersfield and Los Angeles.

It is épparent from the record there is & public need
for the service proposed and, as we have stated, no one appesred
in protest. Therefore the application will be granted.

Applicent is heredby placed upon notice that "operative
rights” do mot constitute & class of property whick should be
capitelized or used as an element of velue in determining reason-
eble rates. Aslde from their purely permissive sspect, they extend
to the holder a full or partiel monopoly of a class of dbusiness
over a particular route. This monopoly feature may be changed or
decstroyed at eny time by the state which is not in any respect
limited to the number of rights which may de given.

A public hearing having been had in the above entitled
proceeding, evidenco having been received,‘the matter having been

duly submitted, and the Commlission now beirng fully advised,

THE RAIIROAD COMVISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DOES
ZEIRZBY DECLARE that public convenlence and necessity fequiré the
operation by epplicemt, Pacific Greybournd Lines, Inc., a corpore-
tlon, as a passenger stege corporetion, as'derined in Section
2-1/4, Public Utilities Act, of an sutomotive passenger stage
sexrvice for the transportetion of passengers, daggags and express

between Fowler end Tulere, and 2ll Intermediate points, by the




nein highwey, through Leton, Hanford emd Corcoran, over and along

the following route:

(a) Between Fowler and Frevno-Kings County Line vie
- . Fowler Avenue;

(b) Between Fresno-Kings County Line end Hanford
.. via xain county kighway through Leaton;

{¢) Between Hen®ord and Corcoran via State Rouste 135
. - through Guernsey, and

(a) Between Corcorsn and Tulere vie State Route 134
. through Weukene;

as en extension of and t0 be coordinated and consolidated with its

present certificeted operative rights heretofore granted to
gpplicent dy Declsion No. 23244, in Application No., 16989

end decisions supplemontary thoreto.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that a cortificate of public conven-

ience and necessity therefor be, and the same is, hereby grented to
Pacific Greyhound Lines, Ine., subject to the following conditions:

l. Applicent skell) file a wrltten acceptance of the
certificate herelin granted within a period of not to
exceed Tifteen (15) days from date hereof.

2. Applicant skall commence the service herein asuthorized
within a period of not to exceed thirty (30) deys from

the offective date hereof, and skall file in txipiicate:
and concurreatly meke effective on not less them ten (10)
deys' zotice to the Rallroad Commission and the pudlic a
tariff or tariffs constructed in sccordance with the
roquirements of the Commission's General Orders and con-
teining rates and rules waich irn volume and effect, shell
be ienticel with the rates and rules shown iz the exhibit
attacihed Vo the application in so far as they conform to
the certificate herein granted, or rates and rules satis-
Tactory to the Railrosd Commission.

O5. Applicent shell file, in duplicate and make effective
witain a period of not to exceed thirty (30) days after
the effective date of this order, on not less then five

(5) deys' notice to the Reilroad Commission and the public,
time schedules coveriag the service herein suthorized in

a form satisfactory to the Rallrosd Commission.




4. The Tights and privileges herein authorized may not
be discontinued, zold, leaszed, transferred noxr assigned
unless the written cornzent of the Railroad Commission
to suck dlscontinuance, sale, lease, transfer or assign-
ment has first bheen odbtained.

5. No vehicle mey be operated by applicant herein unless
suck vehlcle 1s owned by sald epplicant or 1s leased by
applicant under a contract or sgreement on a basls satis-
factory to the Railroad Commission.

6. That there chell be accepted for shipment no single
paczege of express welghing inm excess of 100 pounds and
all exprecs shall be irensported on passenger vehlcle
only, except as to property transported for or through
the egency of Rellway Express Agency, Inc., =nd milk and.
creem and cuply contelners of such comuodities when being
transported o or from a rellroed Junction point in
connectlion witk rail transportation, to which said
restirictions as to welght and vehicles shall not apply.

For all other purposes the effective Qate of this order

shell be twenty (20) days from the date hereol.

f-—
Dated at Sen Francisco, California, this _J-/ day of

2_‘253‘“&: (22L.
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COMMISSIONERS.




