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Decision No.

y
BEFORE THE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIzrléé?

In the Mattexr of the Application of
MRS. THOMAS McDONALD
for authority to discontinue water Application No. 20616
service in the Town of Fremch Gulch,
Shasta County, State of California.

Mrs. Thomas McDonald, for applicant.
E. E. Zrich, for himself and other
consumers.

BY THE COMMISSION:

CPINION

In this proceeding, Mrs. Thomas McDonald asks for author-
ity to discontinue water gservice to consumers now belng supplied by
her in the unincorporated Town of French Culch, Shasta County, upon
the allegations that the utility operation is non-compensatory aund
that she is financizlly unadble t0 make necessary repeirs end re-
placements, 7

A public hearing in the matter was held dbefore Examiner
MacKall at French Gulch.

French Gulch is one of the famous ©ld mining camps of
the early days of Celifornia's gold rush period and, like many of
such once highly importent and flourishing mining communities, bas
graduelly declined in population to a mere shell of its former
self. Today rot over one hundred and fifty persons are residents
of the town. It is served water by two commerclal systems, both

relies of past mining days and each diverting water from surface
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strean rléw>with gravity distridution. Neither of these two sys-
tems 1s used strictly for household and drinking purposes bdut for
lawn end garden cud sanitary uses, Practically all homes, halls
and plsces of business have their own wells or private water
gources for housebold and drinking purposes because of the great
liadbility to contemination of the sireams supplying the two
ditch systems, However, the bed rock In and near this community
lies c¢close to the surface of the ground and, in addition, the over-
burden has been quite thoroughly prospected and turmned over dy
pioneer miners so that the wells sare not capadle of producing
more water than required for the barest household noeds.

The present MeDonald system has been serving water to
residents of French Guleh for over forty years. Its water is di-
verted from French Guleh Creek above the town, transported about
one and a quarter miles by open ditch and flumes to a smell fore-
bay delivering the water into a 42-inch vipe line which carries
the water to the pipe rumning along the main street of the town,
The water is not used for human consumption dut only for irriga-
tion and sanitary purposes eand, most important to the community,
being under pressure, vrovides the only fire protection avallable.
The other water system, known as the Town Ditch and now owned by
Edward Laboudique, diverts its water just above Fench Guleh from
Clear Creek, carrying the water through the maln part of town
through an open ditch with no possibility of providing pressure
because of the low elevation of the intake, This system has no

service connections other than individual "take-outs"™ or boxes

placed in the sides of the ditch. Incldentally, the location of

this diteh is suen that many of the residents have premises too
high to be served from this source except through the Installation




of a pumping plant.

The schedule of rates charged by applicant was filed
with the Railroad Commission oxn April 5, 1915, by the lete well-
known nining operator, Thomas MeDoneld, husband of applicant

herein. The schedule is as follows:

To Hotel Feed Stablo—=mwew-w T L e e $30.00 per year
To Hotel ————————————— e ————— 20.00 per year
Grocery Store and Stablee~~ececarmanaa D 15.00 per year
Publlic Schoole-vecmcrancan e et —r e e ——————— == 15,00 per year
Public Eall 15.00 per year
Blacksmith Shop 15.00 per year
Resldence and Flower Gardenw 12.00 per year
Residence and Flower Garden 10.00 per year
Residence and Smell Flower Gardexn 6.00 per year

=000

The record shows that, while service is rendered to
fifteen consumers under the above rates, no efforts for many years
have been made to collect from seven of these, at least four of
whom can easily afford to pay for their water sexrvice. The eight
peying consumers provided a total of one bundred end one dollars
($101.00) in revenue last year while the expenses were reported to
be one hundred twenty-five dollars and fifty-six cents (3125.56)
for the came period, malinly ettributed to the salary paid to the
ditch-tender. The two homes owned by Mrs. MeDonald in French
Gulen, while receiving water from both her own and the Laboudique
systems, nevertheless are not charged for water in her annual
revenue statements. Both of these places have large grounds,
especlally irs. McDoneld's own home which has several acres under

irrigation, considerable of the water therefor coming from her

own pipe line, On a small system of this kind, it is reasonadble

and necessary to give comsideration to such use by the system
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Mr. E. E. Erich, a resldent of French Guleh and clerk
of the local school distriet, on behalf of himself and the said
district as well as the other consumers, protested against the
discontinueance of service mainly because of the vital need of
'the fire protection for the school and other bduildings aveilable
only through the McDonald system and slso becsuse many of the
consumers were located below the Town Diteh of the Laboudique
system and could not obtain a substitutional supply from that
source without expensive individual pumping equipment. Mr. Erich
stated that practically all of the consumers of applicant's sys-
tem including the greammar school would dbe willing to pey an in-
crease In retes, i1f not too high, in order to preserve the water
service to the community.

A careful study of the evidence presented 1n this pro-
ceeding shows that discontinuance of this water service would be
a most serlous blow and a great handicap to the community and
that no effort has ever been made by Mrs. N&Donald to bhave the
Commission adjust »rescent rates to provide for a falr net return
upon the investment which it appears can be accomplished in this
case without plecing an excessive burden‘upon the consumers,

While this may seem a trivial matter in view of the small revenues
involved, yet it must be remembered that this water has been dedl-
cated to the public use in this community for over forty years and
that the retention of this service is most vital to all the resi-

dents of French Gulch. Under the circumstances as outling@

above, requect for discontinuwance will be denied, Should appli-

cant fTeel that existing rates ought to be adjusted to conform




with existing conditions, she 1s at libexrty to file at any time
an application for this purpose.

dpplication having been made to this Commission as en-
titled above, a public hearing having been held thereon, the matter
having been duly submitted and the Commission now being fully ad-
vised in the premises,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that the application herein be and
it is hereby denled,

For all other purposes the effective date of this Order
shall be twenty (20) deys from and after the date hereof.

Dated at San Franclsco, Californla, this 2/ /- day

ot _ANrgeceebire » 1936,

PEM

Comﬁiééidners.




