Decision No.

SEFORT TEE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Ir the Matter of the Application of
the people of The State of California,
on relation of the Departmernt of Fub-
lic Works, for an order authorizing
the instellation end maintenance of
certein crossing protection at the
intersection of Firestone Boulevard
and Alameda Street and the tracks of
the Southern Peciflic Railroad, in the
County of Los Angeles, State of Cali-

fornia.

Application No. 20792.

Frank B. Durkee, for the Department of Public
Works, State of California, Applicant.

C. W. Cornell, for Southern Pacific Compeny,
Protestant.

X. C. Bean, for the Board of Public Utilities
of the City of Los Angeles, Interested Party.

H. J. Griley, Traffic¢ Manager, for Firestone
Tire and Rubber Company, Interested Party.

W. B. Holt, for Uanlon 011 Company, Interested
Party.

1i‘ve:rett"'xf Mattoon, Les Angeles County Counsel,
by W. B. Nbesson, Interested Party.

BY TEE COMNISSION:

CPINION

This is an application filed by the Department of

Public Works of the State of Californie, seekiﬁg en order pre-

scribing a method of protecting the grade crossing of Firestone

Bouleverd with Southern Paclfic Company's Sen Pedro Branch

(Crossing: No. BG-489.5), together with the adjacent highway

intersection of Firestone Bovlevard and Alameda Street. For

convenience, this intersection and'grade crossing herelnafter

e




will sometimes be referred to as the intersection.

A ﬁublic hearing.was conducted in this proceeding bf
Exeminer J. G. Hunter at Los Angeles, on December 22nd and 23rd,
1936, on which latter date the matter was takeﬁ under sub-

mission and is now ready for decision.

Tke rail line involved is Southe:n.?acirié Corpany's

San Pedro Branch and at the perticular point involved is a
single track linme. It extends in a general northerly and.
southerly direction through the district. Immediately north
of the intersection, & track doparts from the main line to the
east, r;om which the spur track serving the Firestone Tire and
Rubber Compeny is comnected. The first frack referred to also
forms one leg of a wye comnaction with the Santa Ana Branch of
Southern Pacific Company. At the present time, traffic is con-
trolled through the intersection by four boﬁlev&rd "Stop™ signs,
whlch require all traffic to stop prior to entering‘the inter-
soction. In addition, there is. one Standard No. 3 wigwag and
one Standard_No. 1 crossing sign protecting the grade crossinge.
Exhivit No. 2 shows that for a 24~hour period, ending
at 6:00 F.M., December 1lth, 1936, there were a total of 34
rail movements over the grade crossing. The exhibit further
shows that of this totel, 23 were switching movamentsand.the
remainder train movements. The evidence shows that there nor-
mally are four regularly scheduled freight trains each way
daily, operated at speeds of from 20 to 30 miles per hour, and
that the trains average about sixty cars. While there is no
regular pacsenger service operated over the line, there 13 an
occasional special passenger trainm to or from the Hardbor. The
record shows that there are about 20 passenger trains operated

over the line per yeer, at a permissibvle speed of 40 miles pexr

hour.




Alemeda Street, which is a main county highway artery,
runs parallel to and immediately west of the reilroad right of
way. TFirestone Boulevard, which is an important state highway,
extends In a general easterly end westerly directlon from Playa
del Rey or the wost ©0 Santa Ane on the east. This highway
to the west of the railroad sometimes is referred to as Man~
chegter Avenue.

Sxhivit No. 4 shows the results of a vehicular traf-
fic count teken at the intersection of Alemeda Street and Fire-
stone Boulevard on February 7th, 1935, and covers a twelve~hour
period from 6:00 AMM. to 6:00 P.M., which indicates that there
were 12,475 veblcles traveling on Alameda'Street and 7,401 on
Firestone Boulevard. This check Was teken shortly after the
completion of the paving of Firestone Boulevard. A spot count
of the Alameda Street traffic, only, was taken on QOctober 19th,
1936, which indicates that this traffic has increased approxi-
metely 14% since the date of the previous count in 1935,

The Intersection involved herein is an Important one
<rom @& vehicular treflic standpoint. Tho adjacent grade cross—
ing, located about forty feet to tho east of Alemedsa Street,
complicates the trar:ic control situwation at this point., Appli-
cant presentoed a plan of traffic control at the intersection,
consisting of light signals which will control wvehlecular traffic
in 8ll directions orn a time inbterval basis, except when & train
epproaches, at which time the traffic signels will be controlled
Dy the rail movement, rather then time Iinterval; in other words,
a synchronized traffic control system. This plan l1s similaexr to
the ome employed at the Florence Avenue grade crossing and ad-
jacent highway intersection located 1.2 mlles to the north,

which was installed pursuant to the Commission's Order 1n
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Decislon No. 24299, dated December l4th, 1931, on Application
No. 17362, end waich has been in service since May 9th, 1933.

‘The County of Los Angeles subscerlved to applicant's
plan. 3Both the County and the State suggest, as a plan of
apportioning eﬁﬁense, that the two public bodies bear the en-
tire expense of providing the traffic signals for the highwey
intersection and one~half of the added expense of protectlng
the adjacent grade crossing, involving the synchronization of
the signals.

Southern Pacific Company, on the other hand, takes
the position that the signal installation becomes necessary as
a-result of the higaway itraffic, rethor than the railroad traf-
fic, end, therefore, it should nov be called upon to bear. any
¢cost over and above ome-half of the cost of providing standard
signals for the reilroad crossing, which in this case would e
a éecond wigweg, es thers 1s now one wigwag meinteined at this
location. The company introduced an exaidit (No. 10),. showing
the estimated cost of providing track clreult control for traf-
fic signals at the grede crossing, only, on & synchronized
besis, amounting to $2,521. Exhidit No. 8 shows the estimated
¢cost of Installing an additional ﬁigwag to be $490. It was the
opinion of the rallroad witnesses that two wigwags should be

meintained at this erossing, whether or not synchronized sig-

nals are cmployed.

The reilrosd's contention - that the signal system
controlling the intersection end the grade crossing should be
independent - 1s based upon its conclusion thet wvehicular
traftic in a west bound direction on Firestone Boulevard will
not stop at the highway signal located to the east of the track

when it is in e "Stop™ positlion but will continue on across the




track to the east line of Alameda Street.

It is apperent from this Tecord that it would not be
desirable ﬁo install independent signals to govern the traffic
at the highwey intersection end the traffic at the adjacent

grade crossing, due to the fact that, when a train is,aPProach-

irng, the highway sigrals might give a c¢loar :!.nd:z.cdtion for
tralfic on Firestone Boulevard at the same time the reilroad
signals would de In & "Stop” position for this traffic, Clear-
ly, thils wouid be misleading and hazardous for such vehioular
traffic. .

In this case, the Commission must choose between one
of the two plans presented. The applicant's plan appears to
afford the motorists complete protection if the signals are‘
observed, On the otker hemnd, the railroed’s plan permits of
a condition where a motorist may bve governéd by the highway sig-
nals and disregard the railroad sigrals and £ind himself on the
_Xrack when there is an approaching tralin. Clearly, the plan
offered by applicent is the one to which we should subscrive.

Careful review of this record leads To the conclusion
that the most practical and effective means of providing sig-
nals to control the traffic at this intersection is to employ
spplicant's plan of traffic signals at the intersection of
Tirestone Bowleverd sud Alamedn Street and two wigwags at the
adjacent grade crossing, these two systems of slignals %0 be

syachronized. It would appeer that the expense of providing

this protection'should be borne on the following basis:

Applicent should bears

(1) the entire exponse of providing the tralfic
signals. at the Intersection of Firestone Boulevard
and Alameda Street.

(2} One-nal? the expense of providing a socond
wigwag at the adjacent grade crossing.
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(3) Ome-half the expense of synchronizing the
intersection and grade crossing signals.

Southern Pacific Company should bdear:

(1) Oxne=-half the expense of providing a second
wigwag at the adjacent grade ¢rossing.

(2) One-half the oxpense of symchronizing the
intersection and grade crossing signals.
It appears that the expense of maintaining the traffic
slgnals at the intersection should be borne by the applicent

and that the cxpense of maintaining the wlgwegs eamd track cir-

cuits saould be borne dy Southern Pacific Company. The follow-

ing Order will so provide.” -

A public hearing having been held, the matier having
been submitted and “he Commission being fully advised;

IT IS EEREEY ORDERED *that the Department of Public
Torks of the Stete of California is hereby suthorized to im-
stell a three-light signel system for traffic control at the
intersection of Firecstono Boulevard and Alamede Street, with &
four-lens signel fece for traffic on Aldmeda Street, walch sig-
nal system is %o be synchronized with Southern Paciflic Compeany's
San Pedro Branch, so as %o provide proteéction for vehicles at
the grade crossing of Firesitome Boulevard {Crossing No.BG-489.5),
subject $0 the following conditions:

The entire cost of providing traffic sigoals

et the interseciion of Alaomeda Street and

Pirestone Boulevard shell be borme by the

applicant.

The cost of installing the necessary, circults

for the synchronization of these signals with

the reil mevements shall be borne on & basis

of 50 per ceat by Southera Paclific Compeny and
50 pexr cent dy the applicant.
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The malntenance of the traffic signals thore-
after shall be borne by the epplicent and the
maintenance of the synchronizetion mechenisi
shall de borne by Southern Pacific Company.

Soutzern Pacific Company saall, within sixty

(60) deys from the date of this Order, submit

& plex of the proposed instellation for *he

Commission's approval. :

IT IS EERIBY FURTHER ORDIRSD that, as further pro-
scevicn at the grade crossing of Firestone Boulevard with
Southern Paclilfic Company's San Pedro Branch (Crossing

No. BG~489.5}, an additional Standard No.'S wigwag, &5 speci-

fied in Gemeral Order No, 75-A of thic Commission, shall be

installed, subject to the following conditions:

(1) The cost of installing this additionel wig-
weg shall be vorne on a baslis of 50 per cent
by Southern Pacific Company arxd SO por cent
by tae applicant.

Tke maintenance of thls additional wigwaeg
voereafter shall be borne by Southern Pacific
Company .

Thls eatire Order is subject to the followling con-

Applican®t shall, within thirty (30) days
thercafter, notify this Commission, in writ-
ing, of the complection of the installation
o tho protective devices authorized herein
end of its compliance with the conditions
hereof.

The authorizetion herein granted shall lanse
and dbecome vold il not exerclsed within one
year from the date hereofl, unléess further
time 1ls granted by subsequent order.

The Commission reserves the right to make

such further orders, relative to the protec-
tion of sald Intersection, as to 1t may seem
right and proper, and to revoke Its permission




if, iIn its judement, public convenience end
neces Ity demarnd such action.

Tac cuthority herein granted shall become effective
twenty (20} deys from and after the date hereof. 5
Dated at San Francisco, Californie, this 2  day

of Qm—-,d Lot A s A s 1937,

’ f@M

Commissioners.




