[y

Doeclsion No. ™

BEFORE THE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF TEZ STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Matter of the Application
auzhorizing the Southerr Pacifie
Coxpany €0 graat an easement to
the County of Ventura across the
tracks and right of way of said
company, end for an Order author-
izing certain Iimprovements to be
mede at . said crossing detween Tico
and Matilija erossings. .

ORIGINAL

Application No. 20796.

T e el At P A e P e o e

Ai D. Barmes, District Attormey of Ventura
Cornty, by M. A. Waite, Deputy, for the
 County of Venturs, Applicant.

A. S.‘Wil_iam,, for Southern Pacific company,
- Protestent. - )

BY THE COMMISSION:
OPINION

This 4s an epplication riled by the County of Ventura,
esking that the Commizsion authorize Soutkern Pacific Com@any to
‘g*ant en easement eeross it, tracks and right of way Zfor public
=oed purvoses, to serve e subdivision Anownvas Ueliners QOaks at a
point near Tico Stetion in Venture County.

Public heerizg was held‘ét—véntura before Exeminer J. G.
Hunter on Jammery 12th, 1937, at wiaich time the matter was duiy
subaitted and it is now ready for decision.

The rallroad involved is a single track line of Souzhern
Paciric Company known es the 0jai Branch. The record shows theat
there s mo regulerly scheduwled service over the Line and that |
rall movements consist entirely of Trelsht averaging in number
ebout two or three per week, depending entirely upon the volume

of freignt to.be noved.
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The aree which the proposed crossing would serve is now
served by LWO grade crossings, one of which is deslgnated as No.
BAZ-409.1 and the other as Loma Drive. The lazter,.however; has
never been assigned a Commisslion number as & publle erossing, as
it is thé'r&ilrogd's contention tkat it is a private crossing and
& sign so indicatiﬁg is maintained by the railroscd at the crossﬁag.
These two ¢rossings coTe separated by a dlstance of 2,759 feet. The
proposed crossing, if constfucted, would be spproximately .25 of a
mile easterly from Crossing No. BAE-409.l1 a2nld epproximetely .27 of
a mile westerly from the Loze, Drive erozsing.

Exnidit No. 2, introduced by Southern Pacific Compeny,
is & mep of the area involved, upon which have'been tebulated the
results of a traflic chéﬁk, showing tke volume of traffic through
the verious intersections in the aréa. This check was made on
Friday, Jenueary 9th, 1937, cbvering e period between the hours of
8:00 A. M., end 5:00 2. M., cnd shows thet during this time there
wes & total of 264 cars over Crossing No. BAZ-409.1 and 46 cers
over the vprivate crossing at Lome Drive.

Soutbern Pecific Compeny contends that the district”isf
now axply served witk the two grade c¢rossings referred to aboée |
end that the proposed crossing would not meterially reduce the
distance of travel to any vehicle using the crossing, if co#structed;
furthermore, “het adding snother crossing in this district increases
the hazexrd to the pudblic and rallroad without en equel offsetting
factor in the way of pubdblic convenience and ngcessity.

It i3 epplicent's contentlion thét in qpite of the con=-
paratively'small volume of traffic, as reflected b& this check, the
proposed ¢rossing Lls mecessery for the reascn that 1t would eliminate

e hazerdous twra &t the existing public crossing and also would save

some little distence in trevelling %o or from Meiners Oeks from
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Venxura Avenue, located immediately south of and adjacent to
Southern Pacific Company's right of way. |

‘The saree immediatély adjacenx.to the proposed crossing
1S devoted largely to the growing of berries, fruits and_vegetabies,
and the pouliry dDusiness. Residents of this aree, wio appeared as
witnesses for apnlicant, testiflied that The successful conduct of
their business is laxgely dependent upor their ability to market
those products at their doors, end that, under existing 66n&i€ibns,,
prospective patroﬁs Trequently pass up the tract because of lack of
femiliarity with the routes by which it must be reached. In their
oPinione this condition would be corrected by the opening of the .
erossing as proposed herein.

The views at the existing public erossing are sonmevhat
obscured, due to the fact that the railfoad is on a cu:ve.and in
a8 cut Immedlately east oL the crossing. There afe also some trees
and shruds in the area which tend to interfere with the view of
approaching trains. Fusthermore, Venturs Avenue beiﬁe_barailel
and immedietely adjecert to the railroad or +the south accéntuatés
the hazard at tiis location. The record shows that if the proyésed 
crossizg were cozstructed the views would be gquite serioﬁsly imé
paired, unless trees and shrubds in the immedlate viciniﬁyjﬁ:e_
either trimmed or removed. Two witnesses for dpplicanm, wﬁofa?e
the owners of the property adjacent to the reilroad on the nérth.
of the proposed crossing, indicated they would be willing %o havé‘
these trees removed or trimmed so as 4o provide unobstrﬁcted viéﬁij-
of the track in either directionm. The other trees and shrubds which
would obhstruet the view at this erossing are loca@ed.oither on
Southern Pacific Company's right 6f way o on the highwﬁy fight of
way and it is anticipateé thet there would be ‘no &ifficulty in

heving these trees end shrubs either remeved or trimmed zo as to

provide proper approach views. Waile Ventura Avenue is adjecent

-3-




and perellel to the railroad at the cite of the proposed crossing,
it is epplicent's contention that the hazerd to motorists would Ee“
less ot the proﬁoeed crogeing than at Crossing No. BAL-409 1y
reason of the faet that the intersection would ve at a point where
both the railrosd and highwey are on texngent.

Witnesses were gemerslly of the opinion that if the
crossing were to be inctalled, sutometic nrotection should de
provided, dbut felt that one siguel would be surficient.in‘§iew=or
the, comperatively smell volume of rall traffic over thiS'pérticus
lar lize. | |

| A review of thls record leeds to the conclusion*tﬂat the
construction of the n~0posed erossing would offor some convenlence
to the wvehicular traffic which would avell itself of the use of the
crossing. Om tho other hand, vher we amelyze the record dédliﬁg
with the ettendant public hazard, it is concluded that in th
paxticular case, 12 %ze crossing is constructed and prov;ded with
e clear view and afforded signel protection, it would = be what
aight be classed es a hazardous crossing, particularly in‘view of the
light traffic on the railroad, and it is finelly coﬁcruded'that public
converience end necessity Justifly the grenting of this applicatioﬁ.

. The application will therefore be grented with thé;pro- '

vislons that the approach view of the crossing be clear and also

that the crossing be provided with eutomatic protection. .

ORDER

Public heering having been held end the Commission boing
fully edviced, | |

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED thet the County of Ventura 43 heredby
authorized to const*uct Tico Road at gredo over the traclt of Southern
Pacific Company's Ojai Bremch, at the location more perticularly
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described in the application end as shown on the maps (Exnibits

"A," "B," and "C"), attached thoreto, subject to the following

éon&iﬁioﬁs andﬁnéé ctherwise:

(1)

(2)

The above crocsing shall be identified as
Crossing No. BAZ-409.3. )
The entlre oxpense of constructing the crossing,
including the protection prescribded herein, shell

¢ borne by applicent. The cost of maintenance

oL that portion of said crossing up to lines two

(2) feet outside of the rails shell be borme dYy
applicant. The meinvtenence of that portion of the
erossing between lines two (2) feet outside of the
rails skhall be borme by Southern Pacific Company. .
No poxvion of the cost herelin assessed to the appli-~
cant for the meintenance of sald crossing shall be
assessed oy epplicant, in any menner whatsoever, o
the operative property of Southern Pacific Company.
Southern Pacific Company.shall perform all actual
work of comstruceting the c¢rossing betweern lines two
(2) feet outside of the rails.

The c¢rossing shell be constructed of & width of not
loss than twenty-four (24) feet and at en angle of
approximetely eighty (80) degrees to the railroad
exd with grades of epproach not greater then six (6)
per cent, shall de coustructed equel or superior vo.
Type shown as Standard No. 2 in our Generel Order No.
72, end shall in every way be mude suiteble for the
pessege thereon of vehicles and other road traffic. -

A Standard No. ¢ wigweg (sldo~of-street type), &s
specified in General Order No. 75-A of this Commis~
sion, shall be installed at the sole expense of
applicant for the protection of sald crossing of Tico
Road (Crossing No. BAE-409.3). The crossing shall
also be protected by a Stendard No. 1 Crossing Sign,
as specified in our General Order No. 75-A. The -
maintenance of these protective devices shall thore~
after be borne by Southoxn Pacific Compeny.

Before this crossing is opered to public use, a ¢clear
view of the “racks shell e provided so that Lor the

last 100 feet of the approach %o the crossing fron the
nortk the driver of a vekicle shall have a ¢clear end
unobetructed view of the rallroad track in each direc~
tion for a dlstance of 400 feet. It chell be epplicont's
responsibility to provide and meintein this cleexr view in
so far as 4t involves the private property loceted to the
north of the reilroad and within the right of way of
Venture Avenue. It shall bde Southern Pacific Company's
duty to »rovide ard maintalin this clear view in so fexr
as it involves the railroad right of way. ‘




(6) Applicent shall, within thirty (30) deys there-
efter, notify this Commission, in writing, of
the completion of vhe instellation of said ¢cross-

ing end of its compliance with the conditions
hereof.

The authorization herein granted shall lepse and
bYecome void 4if not exercised within oze. (1) year
from the date hereof, unless further time is

. granted by subsequent order.

The Commission resexves the right to meke such
further orders, relative to the location, con-
struction, operation, malntenance and protection
of sald crossing, as to it may seem right and
proper, and %o revoke its permission irf, in its

Sudzment, public convenience and necessity demand
such action. '

For all other purposes the effective date of this Oxder
shell be twenty (20) days from the date hereof.

Dated at San Francisco, Celifornie, this o~ day
of February, 1937.

Commissioners.




