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Decision No. Q3333 " ,' '

BEFORE TEE RATIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

10S ANGELES RAIIWNAY CORPCRATION for

axn order, pursuent to Section 369a

Ponal Code, prescriding and approv- Application No. 20958.
Ing the use of EB life guards on )

cortain street cars.

Weodward M. Taylor, Cenoral Attorney, for
Applicant.

Ray L. Chesebro, City Attormey, and Wa. J.
Caxrr, for the Clity of Los Angeles,
Interosted Party.. :

Stanley Lanham, for the Board of Public
Utilities of the City of Los Angeles,
Interested Purty. .

2Y TEE COMMISSION:

CPINION

In this proceeding, Los Angeles Reilway Corporation

. . (1)
seeks en order, pursuant to Section 369a of the Penal Code,.

(1) 369a2. Brakes and fenderz on strect-cars. Any person, come
pany, or corporetion, operating cars on the streets of cities..
or towns, or on the county roads within the state, for the con-
veyence of passengers, propelled by means of wire ropes attached
to stationary engines, or by electricl¥ty or compressed air, who
runs, operates, Or uses any car or dumy, unless each car and
dummy, while in use, is fitted with & brake capadle of bringing
guch car to a gtop within a reasonable distance, and a sulitabdle
fender, or appliance placed in front or attached to the trucks
of such dummy, or car, for the purpose of removimg and ¢lesring
obstructions from the track, and preventing any obstacles, ob-
structions or person on the track from getting under such dummy
or car, and removing the seame out of denger, and ocut of the way
of suck dumy or car, Ls guilty of a misdemeanor. Where the
relilroad commission of the ztate of Californla prescribes the
fender or brake to e used as aforesald, then & complience
therewith must be deemed a full compliance with the provisionsz
of this section.
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preseridbing and approving the EB life guard type of fender,

for use on such street cars of é.pplicaxi't as are known. and
descrived as Presidents’ Conference Committee cars, instead
of and In lieu of the Tclipse or other projecting type of
fender.

Public hearing was conducted on this proceeding by
Exeminer Hunter at Los Angeles on Fedbruary 9th, 1937, at which
time the matter was taken under submission, and it is now ready
for decision. |

In the applicatioﬁ it is alleged that:

*On Angust 14, 1936, applicent placed en order

with .the St. Louis Car Comp y S%. Louls, Missouri,
for the purchase of sixty (60 new modern street cars
of the type commonly referred.to in the industry as
Presidents! Conference Committee ¢cars. Delivery of
the first units of sald order has Yeen promised to
begin in February, 1937, and it is oxpected that
delivery of all sixty of them will Ye completed in

- April, 1937.7

At thi‘s“ time all the street cars operated by appli-
cent arc equippeld with the Eclipse fender, which is a projecting
and folding type and, when in serxrvice, e:&ten¢s in front of the
car for a ,dis*qance of 3 rget 2 ;.nche;;. It appeaxrs "thal.t thzi.s Type
of ‘fender is prescribed by em Ordinmance of the City of Los An-
‘géles. Lpplica.nt bas no plan at this time to change the type o:'
Tender on the equipment now ir use but desires to use wb.a.t is
, designated as the EB life guard on its new equi:oment.

The EB life guard is constructed under the body or the
caxr a;zd in advance of the first trucks, with no portion p:rojec't-'
irg beyond the end of the car. The carrier of this iire gudrd is
operated by & pilot whick is comstructed at the rrom: end of the
car. "men the pilot encounters & per.,on or. ob:j ect, it causes the
carrier, installed Immediately chead of the truc}c.,, 0 ‘drop m.'om
its normel horizontal position to an inclined position, so that.

the free end travels along on top of the rails or the pavement,
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theredby preventing the person or obJect V:tro:‘n getting under the
wheels of the first truck. In its normal position, Yotk the pllot
end the carrier have & five-imch clearance above the top of the
reils. After the pilot'and cerrier of tho 1ife guard have func—
tloned, as a result.of encountoring a person or object, they can
be restored to their normal clea: position through a me chanism
under the control of the operator. 4 detéiled deséription of
the EB life guard is shown on Exhibit No. 1. o
- Applicent’s witnesses testified that the EB 1ife guard -
is Deing aélopted ondma:ny of the major street tramsportetion sys-
tems In the United States, as well as in Europe and Canada.
This type of Tender is now used on & number of stéeet' reilway
systems in Californfa. In meny cases the Eclipse type of
fender has been replaced'by the non-projecﬁing type. A pa::’tial
list of properties usizig‘ the EZB type of life guard- is shovm on
hpplicent's Exhibit No. 4. | '

ﬁxhibit No. 3 showe that to equip the Prosidents' Con-

Y .
rgrence Committee car with the Eclipse type of fender would in-

volve 21”5.nches_-, more street space, in rounding a forty-Live réot
redius curve, then is the case with tho present typo of street |
cars, which would have the effect of interferring with the free -
passagé of two cars om & curve at meny locations on the sy.é'tem
end, at the same time, create an added hazerd i:q pedestrians at
intersections. |

The testimony stows that the use of the EB type of
life guard.; instead of a projecting type of fender wiii eftoct
s reduction in the stTeet space occuplied by a car of about four
Teet, whick is an important element on streets carrying heavy

traffic, from both a rail and vehicular stendpoint.




Applicent's witnesses testified that expoerience has
proven that the non-projecting type of fender offers more pro-
tection -to the public then the projecting type; also, that the
Eclipse type of fender is inferior to the HB life guard type,
Irom a standpoint of maintenance, as it not infrequently bappens
that the projecting fender becomes damaged, as a result of a
minor collision, which nocessitates detaching it from the éar,
with the attendent expense of transporting the damaged fender
to the ropair shop. In such cases it becomes necessary to move
the other fender :C‘rom'th.e rear of the car to the front, which
‘requires the services of two men. |
| The Presidents' Conference Committee car is the re-
sult of many yeors of stﬁdy and experiments by a selected come-
mittee, with the objective of developing a practical car with
tae groavest comfort and attractivepe ss end, at tho same 't:‘ime,
reducing' operating costs to a minimum. The EHB life guard has
‘been adopted as & stenderd far this particular car, not oxly from
"‘;b.e stendpoint of sefety..and service dut, alszo, from the stend-
point of appearance. If these new type of cers were equipped
with tae Belipse type of femder, it would materially detract
from their sppearance, a3 well as interfere with their opera-
tion.

No opposition developed to the granting of thls
application ané a review of the recoxd leeds to the conclusion’

thet it should bde granted.

Public heering having been held on the above en-

titled proceeding and.-the matter now being ready for
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d.e'cision-

IT IS EEREBY CRDZREID that, pursuant to the authority
grented this Commiseion by the provisions of Section 369a of
the Penal Code, Los Angeles Railway Corporation is herebj'
~authorized to oyﬁérate its new Presidents® Conference Committee
cers with the EB life guerd type of rendér‘ as shown 6# it's
Exaivit No. 1, 4in lfeu of the Eclipﬂe type ot projectmg
réﬁaer.

| | The &uthority herein granted she.ll become errec'cive
.on the da.te herecof.

Dated at Sen F*-ancisco, Cali:rccmia, this /u " day

of Fe‘bmary, 1937.




