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Decision No. 24 ) £,

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

TEE ATCHISON, TOPEKA & SANTA FE RAIL-

WAY COMPANY, SOUTEERN PACIFIC COMPANY

(Paeific Lines), and THE WESTERN PACIFIC | .
RATILROAD COMPANY, for authority to can- Application No. 20891
cel allowances now made in their exist-

ing tarilfs of $1.00 per car for weigh-

™
Ing certain shipments of potatoes.and/ox L @ j[fi
onions. | /Mﬁ &

G. E. Duffy and Z. C. Plerre for The Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe Rallway Company.

A. L. Waittle and J. E. Lyons for Soutaern Pacific
company.. : ‘

L. N. Bradshaw for The Western Pacific  Railroad
Companye. e

Ernest Yarx for Weyl-Zuckerman & Co. and General
Potato and Onlon Distributors, Ltd.,
protestants. ‘

BY THEE COMMISSION:-

QPINIOX

This 15 an application wder Scetlon 63(2) of the Public
Dtilities Act for awthority to imerease certain charges on carload
shipments of potatoes and onlons received by the appiicé:n‘cs from boats
or barges at Stockton, Middle R:Lver,.Orwood, Isleton andlmermi:lzous. |
It is proposed to camcel Ltems In applicantst tariffs which prov:;de that
the actual cost of weighing these commodities not %o exéeé@‘ $1.00 will
be zbsorbed by the rail lines when they enjoy a lime haul.l‘ | |

A public hearing was had at San Francisco on Japuary 11, |
1937, before Examiner lulgrew. | |

Applicants allege that at the time these absorption provisions

© were established pota’coé_é and onions were not packed in contaiﬁers of

L

The items are:

S Nos. 4819 and 4870-A of Atehison, Topeka and Santa Fe Tariff No.
8.7.1.7-1\7, C‘-R--Co NO- 659- ’ ' ‘ . :
- No. 525~ of Southern Pacific Company Tariff No. 230-J, C.R.C.
No. 3183. IRRE
Nos. 99-F and 99-l-A of Wesvern Pacific Rallroad Company Tarif

Noe 35~F, CeR.C. No. 245. pany b
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wiform weight to the exten®t thet prevails wnder existing trade
practices. Im the past 1t was necessary,-due ©To the lack of welght
wmiformity, to track scale or obtain by other means the actualrweight
of eack carload. Under those circumstances, the rail carriers attached
value to the faoct that shippers furnished actual scale weights. On
shipments originating at points served by wator carriers, coxpetition
between transportation agencies prompted the Eg;l carriebs 4o com-
pensste shippers for 2t least some part of the expense of weighing

the produce in order to maintain a compevitive position. At the brescﬁt

-

time Invterstate shipments of potatoes and onlons, In sacks, osre sube
o

Jected to published estimated weights for standafd shipping containers.
Or California intrastate tralfiec, although estimated weights are not
filed with the Commission, weights of Ldentical volume are observéd,
They are sz2id %o be:auxhorized through the medium of Weight bullettﬁs
issued by the Transcontinental Freight Bureau. TFor these re&séns.agpli-
cants contend tiue absorp:ion provisions are no longer necessary. They -
fwrther conteﬁd‘tha: becaunse the 1teﬁs are restricted to a éertain‘ .
territory and to traffic handled iﬁ a particwlar manner; they prefer |
certain shippers of potatoes and onions and prejudice others, apd that

there are no valld reasons for absorbing the cost of welghing poﬁatoes

a2nd onions and failing to provide allowances when shippers of other

commodities furnish rall lincs with actual weights.
| Ernest Marx, Vice-President of Potalto and Onlon.Distributors,
Ltd., 2 subsidiary of Weyl-Zuckerman & Co., protesied “he granting of
the application. EHe contended that there were no recent develovments

walch Justified a ckenge In “he prevalling nractices, arxd that the

2 Thesc weights &5 shown in witness Pierrefs Zxhibvit No.‘a‘are:

When packed and Invoiced as: - Estimated weight will be:
15 1lbs. per sack 15% 1bs. per sack.
o5 noon ol n no o
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furnlisndng of actual welghts st1ll was of value to +the carriers for .3
the reason that when shippers weighk vhe produce at the point where it g
is sacked they are able to adhere more accurately to tae nét welght
shown for each size contalner vhan when the net welghts are esﬁimated_
by the loaders. Thus he. contends the carriers do not transport weligats
In excess of the Invoiced amownts.

The record shows that a scheduwle of estimated weights on po~-
tatoes ané onlons moving in Interstate commerce was filed with the In-

terstate” Commerce Commizsion at the Commisslon's requeut Way 2 simi-

lar schedule has not veen filed with thls Comm* sion Inasmuch as the

same basis of weights is observed on Califormia imtrastate vraffic iz

not shown. Thke practice of assessing charges on estimated reighxf in-
stead of on actual weights without filirg such est;mated veibhxﬁ with
this Commiscion,result in a violation of Scction 14(a) of tae Pub;ic
Ttilities Acf.s It should be discontinued.

Upon consideration of all the facts of record we are of the

opinlon and £ind that the application should be granted.

QRDER

This master having becn auly heard and uubmttcd,

IT 1S ZEREEY ORDERED that applicants, The Atchison, Topeka and
ento ailvay Comp_ny, Soutnern Pacific Company and The Western Pac-
1£2¢ Rallroad Company, d¢ cnd they arc nercby authorized to cancel 2b-
sorption of actual cost not to exceed $1Q00 per ¢ar for weighing pOtatées:
and onions received from boats and barges at Stockton, Middle River,

Orwood, Isleton snd Terminous, published in Items Nos. 4819 and 4870-4

3 ‘
This section provides: "Every common carrier shall file with the Com-
mission and shall print and Xeep open to public inspectlion schedules
showing +he rates, fares, charges and classifications for tke tranuporta—
tion bo tween termini in this State of persons and property from cack

N,

polnt on its route to all other pointa thereon % % *,"
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of ALtcnison, Topeka and Sentz Fe Tarilf No; 8117-N, C.R.C. Yo. 659;

tem No. 525~ of Souxherq Pacific Company Tarlff No. 230-J, C.R.C.
No. 3183; and Items Nos. 99-B‘and‘99-l-A of Western Pacific Rallroad
Company Tariff No. 35-7, C.R.C. No. 245, on not less than;fivev(s)
days™ motice to the Commission and the public and not laéer‘than Sixt#
(60) Gays from the effective date of this order.

The effective date of this ongg;jﬁgﬁQL,bQ twenty (20) days

from the date hereof.

Dated at San Framclsco, California, tbis /7 ~ day of
Pebruary, 1937.

Nl

Commissioners.




