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Decision Nos  L.1.30 1

BEFORE THE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Ta the Metter of the Application of )
VTLES MORTON GILBERT for certificate )
of public convenience and necessity )
to operate automobile stage service, )
as & common carrier, between Banning )
end Twenty-nine °a.1ms Californiea. )

Application No. 20947

Ceecil L. Lacey, for Applicant.

EY THE COMMISSION.
oPINION

Applicant herein secks to estedblish motor bus operatioa for
the trensportetion of passengers only betweex Bemning, Pelm Springs,
Gernet end Whitewater, oc ome hand, end points moxrth of Indio State

Highwey to end including the community of Twenty-nine Palms, oa.

i:ho otler.

A public b.eanng ‘pereon was conducted by Exeminer W. R. Williams,
at "‘wenty-nine' Palms The matter was duly submitted end is ‘How .
ready for decis‘ O%e '

As proposed the service affects no other exist;'.ns carrier |
except Pacific Greyhound Lines, wh.;ch in writing, bes waived oppos" tion'
under certain terms of restriction. Miles Morton Gilbert, wio pro-
poses the sexrvice, is ongeged in tae ree.l estato dusiness ab ?e.l':n.
Springs and Twenty-nine Palms.  MT. Gilbert prOpoees +0 begin by
*he use of & :ive;passen@er or seven passenger sedan and ©o operate
three deys each week. The point of origin, as proposed, is Twenty-
pine Palms. Contact mey be bad with rail end bus-carr;grs at
Wpitewater and Palm Springs. The sexvice then proceeds %o “'—'a.lm
Sp'n.ngs aiverting frow the Indio Eighwey et Whitewater, ‘ahonce o
turaing by way of Garnet to the Indio Eighway at Waiteweter, thence
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over the County Highway to Twentiy-znine Palnms. Tha‘éntiréloperation
is over paved highways except for nine miles in.ﬂbronga Valley. The
distence traversed by eacz schedule is epproxinately seventy-eight
miles. As proposed, epplicent will receive passengers at Bhnning'
ené Paln.Springs,:and at Garret and Whitewater only when their destize-
tion is moxth of the Indlio Highway. The return movement‘reverses
this operation, except that returning schedules need not 2o via Paln
Springs, Whiﬁewater or Garaet, unless passengers are destined there.

mpjlicant geve satisfactory evidence that he is financislly
able to estadblish and maintein the operation arnd to provide additional
or different equipment should public necessity so require.. The pTo-
posed operation is essentially pioneering, and eppliceant stated that
he expects Vo sustein losses in the early operation.

Twenty-nine Palms is en unincorporated commmity in the desert
area of Sen Bernardino County and hes en estlimated population in
excess of 1,000. The name was acquired from en oesis which, when
Tirst discovered, was marked by twenty-nine palm trees @eog:aphiéally
isolated from their natural habitat, the trees azll surrounding the
water hole and springs appearing at the point of thelr sroﬁth.
Originelly e landmaxk for prospectors who used it to renew their

ver supplies, it attracted attention subsequent to the Govermmenty
estqblishing 2 large homestoad aree of several thousand acres northe
east of Morongazvalley for the purpose of rehadilitating ex-service
zen under speciel privileges. There are approximateiy 200 such
persons 30 located on such foderal homestesd grants.  The climatic
corditions have provided such physiéal restoration on the part of
“he men, that the regior about the oasis bas attrected genercl
attention.

In eddition, at the fnstence of California orgenizetions,
Congresé.has now created, adjaéent 40 the Twenty-zine Palms‘dis;

Lmich . the Foshua Tree Nationsl Monument, ex ares approximately
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70 milos in length and 30 miles In width ernd containing over 800,000

aeres. This monumexnt will perpetucte lmmense forests of J‘osb.u_d

treos of great antiquity and also preserve many curious canyons and

rock deposits.

The route to be traversed by the epplicant im his operctions
perellels the west side of this monument Zor e distonce of some 25
ziles, and the plenned gateweys to the monument are through Twentye |
zine Palums end twelve miles south thereof, entering through Devilts
Lake Canyon. Az the Government does not Intend et present "co- cér.-
trect for interlior housing facilities, 1t i3 expected that Twenty-nire
Pelms will become the immediate ‘depositary of visitors seeking entrance
to the momumert, end already provisions ere being made for ample hous.;.ng.

The communis y or Twenty-nine Palms nay be approacked from
severel directions—etrom Victorville, Auboy, Whitewater-—over trevers-
gble roads. It is now undergoing intensive developments by real
e‘st;te mex. Mld.ings have been erocted at a central point known es
Four Cormers. The domestic heditations, however, are largel'y' scattered
over a very wide ares, most of then on large acreeges.

Applicant wes supported by the testimony of M. 4, Whitcomd,
Wesley W. Evens and Katherine M. Kauth, all of Palm Springs end all
Interested in Teal estete. They testified to numerous Ingquiries at
Palm Springs for treasportation to Twenty-rine Palm., Mr. mvanﬂ
te...tiﬁed that on the Sundey preceding the heering, fourteen inquiries
were mede et his office alone. Testimony also was given by E. H.
Nicholes, real estate operator; Leornerd P. Wikors, inétallins | a‘j,mblic
etility electric system for tho community, ezd T. B. Carris, service
station, all of Twenty-zine Pelms. Thelr tes‘ciniony was directed to
the need of bus service, in order that the community might do its
shopping at Palm Springs and Benning and also have access to rail and
bus lines at Baaning and Witewater. In this connection‘, epplicant




sﬁatca thet he intcnded %o qo-oidinate-his service in such a wa& that
lonz distance Traffic may be broughkt to the Twenty-nine Palms torminus.

The testimony presented dy epplicant in support of nis ‘applica—
tion indicates that some soxt of transportetion sexvice is reqnired by
e large number of residents and visitors from Bamning, Palm Springs
and Twenty~nine Palms. Applicant inmends‘to assume the duty of fur-
nishing this service ¢ a piomeering advemture without asswuming that
it would be profitadle from the start. The rates proposed aro in lino
with usual stage operations. However, applicant believes in beginniﬁg
on & small basiz and without g:?eat expense, and the 'eq_uipment he orrérs
eppears to be adegueto for the volume of traffic spparently evellable.
Douvbtless future develmeenz;will roquire larger egquipment and diffor-
ont scheduleé. Tko application'will bo granted.

Mles Morton Gilbert is heredy placel upon notice that "operative
Tights™ do not constitute a class of propexty which should be capitaliied
or used as an element of value in dete:mihing reasonable rates.v Aside
fron their purely permlissive aspect, fhey éx’cend to the holder g full
or partlel monopoly of 2 class of business over a particular route;
This monopoly feature mey be changed or destroyed at amy time by the
state which 1s not im any recpect limited to tho nwmber of rights
-.vb.ich‘may' be glivenz.

O RDER

Miles.dbrtoi Gildort having made application for a certificate
of publlc convenlence and necessity, as above entitled, a pudlic hoar-
1ng having deen held, the matter heving been duly submitted and now
being ready for decislon,

THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA HERERY DECLARES

that pudlic convenience and necossity roouire the cstablisiment of an

autdmotive service for the trazsportation of persons ané their baggdge

as suck is defined in Seetion 2% of the Public Utilitles Act, botwoen




Banning and Twenty-nine Palms and certain intermediate polints over
axé along the following rToute::

Via U. S. Bighwey No. 99 between Banning and Garnet,
with diversion over County Roads dbetween Palm Station end
Garnet and Pelwm Springs, and botween Whitewater end Twenty-
nine Palms; sand ' ‘

Ir'IS EEREEY ORDERED that a cortificate of public convenience

and necessity therefor be, and the scme hereby iz, granted to'Miles
Y¥orton Gildert, sudject to the following conmditions:

(1) No passenzors, baggage or Oxpross shall be carried:
locally detween Banning, Palm Springs, Carnot and
Whivewater and intermediate points; but the authority
granted epplicent shall Yo confined to the tranz-
poriation of passengers and baggage frow Banning and
intermediate points between Banning ané ¥hitewater,:
on applicant’'s proposed route, to amd from points .
between Whitewater end Twenby-nine Palmes, not including
Whitewater, ant to the transportation of PASSENZOTS
and bagsege locally between Whitewater eond Twenty-nine

Polms and between intermediate points betweon Whitewator
and Twenty-nine Palms.

Applicent shell file a writtem acceptance of the
coxtificate herelin granted, within a poeriod of not
to exceod rifteen (15) days from date hereof.

Applicant chall commenco the service herein euthorized
within a period of mot to exceed thirty (30) days
Trom the effective date hereof, and shall file in
triplicave and comcurrently meke effoctivo, on not
loss ther ten (10) days' notice to the Railroad Com-
nission and the pudlic, a tarf? or tari®fs constructed
in accordance wlth the requirements of +the Commission's
Genersl Orders ard coxntelining retes and rules which
in volume and effect, shall be ldentical with tho
ratos osnd rules shown in the amonded exhinit attached
to the epplication, in so far as they conform to the
cortificate horein granted, or rates and rules satis-
factory to the Reflroad Comicsion.

Applicent shall file, in duplicate, ané make
effective within o period of not to exceed thirty
(30) days after the effective date of this order,

on not less than five days' notice to the Railroed
Commission end the public, time schedules covering
the service herein authorized in s form satisfactory
to the Rallroad Commission.

The rightc and privileges herein authorized -may
not be discontinued, sold, leased, transforred nor
assigned, unless the writton comsent of the Railroad
Cormission to such dizcontinuance, sale, loase,
transfer or assigmmont has first been odtained.




(6) No vehicle may be operatod by applicent horeinm
unless such vokicle is.ownod by said applicant

or iz leased by eprnlicant under a contract or
agreement on & basis satisfactory to the Reflroad
Commission.

For all other purposes, the effective dato of this order
shell be twonty (20) days frox the date horoof.

Dated at San'Francisco, Calirornia, this ,/Z- day of
Fobruary, 1237.

COMMISSIONLRS .




