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BEFORE T:a:£ P..A.ILRO.nD COMMISSION OF ~EE STKrE OF C.ALIFOaNIA 
In tho :MAtter 0:£ the Application 0:£ ) 
XBE C:UY OF F.aESNO, a m.unicipal » 
corporation, tor the construction 

'a.ll:f/'est.a.blisb.ment of Q. cross1%lg ) 
o"te:l: .... the tracks of the Southern ) 

~ Pecu:tk Railwa.y Compa~ within the ) 
City ot Fresno. 5 

",' . 
, s 

In the Matter, of the Application or 
~EZ CI~Y OF FE.E.SNO, a mumc1pa.l 
corporation, tor the construction 
and establishment or a ~oss1Dg 
aver the tracks or the Southern 
PacifiC Eall.way CompaIJY vdtll1:l 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
> the City or Fresno. . 

----------------------------------) 

Appl1cation No. 20750 

Appl1cation No. 207:52 

Claude L. Rowe, City Atty., for ,a.ppl1c&nt. 
Wm. Ri.seden, tor Southern Pacific Co., 

1nterested party. 

BY THE COMMISSION: 

In a~pl1eat1on No. 20750 the City of Fresno req~sted 

permission to construct :tIT1f Street at grade across the ,Clovis 

Br~:cch of Southern PacUic Comps.rq I in ,said iCity. The Co:nm1ssion 

in 1ts Decision No. 29223, dated October.26th, 1930, gra.nted. 

suthor1ty to co~truet said crossing with the coDdit1onthat 

applicant show.d i:ostaJ.l two No.. Z wigwags· as spee1!ied.. in General 

Order No.. 75-1.. o! the Cor:lmissio!l.e 

In application No. :20752, the City ot .FresJ:lO rCQ,uested 

permssion to eo:cstruct :ffS'f Stroot at grade across the Clov.1s 

BraJJeh or Southern Pac1f'1e ·CompaDY, in sa1d c1ty.. The Commission . , , 

b'its Dec1sion No. 29224, dated October 26th, 1936, granted 

/authority to·construct said Cl"oss1Dg with the co:od:1.t1on tl:lat 
... 
I appl1cant should i.:cstall· two No,. Z 'rl.gwag signals as, spec1!1ed in 

~ner.al Order No. 75-A o! the Commission. 



• 
~he above deCisions were re~ercd without holding a 

public hear:1.:ng_ 

~l:l.e City ot Fresno,? through1tz City Attornoy" on 

November l6, 1936" tiled a letter with the Commissionprotest1ng . 
the installation or wigwag sigDAls at the proposed grade cross-

1:cgs of ·1fSD am lr~21 streets" am asked tba.t the matters be . . 
reopened tor publ1c hear1Dg. . 

~hc Commission in its order rcopeD1ng proeeed1~s tor 

hearUg~ dated J-arJ)'JArY 18, 1931, set aside Decisions Nos. 29223 

a:od. 29224 ani reopened the matters :tor lleariDg. 

A. publ1c hear1%lg was held in these matters bef'ore E~ner 
"\' 

Ward Ball, in Fresno·, on February 17th, 1937, at wl:l1cllt1me the 

matters were consol1datod tor hea::1Zlg am determ1:o.at1on. 

In the vicinity ot the proposed crOSSings the Clovis Branch 

ot Southern Pac1t1c CompaDY runs 1n a northerly am southerly 

directiOn.. Parallel to and east ot the right ot wz.y is Ax2gus Street. 

:irS: a.nd. 2r~ Streets a:re located west ot the railroad right· of way 

a~ run in a general southeasterly a~ northwesterly direct10naDd 
approx:1:lately 400 :teet apart. It is the proposal or applicant to 

exteDd both these streets southeasterly at grad.e ac~os3 the railroad 

to 'co~ct10ns w1th~us Street~ thus providing direct connection' 
to the south. Mono.o.%ld IIlY'o Streets, which run· at right a%lgJ.es to 

21'S: a:cd :lrX:11 Streets ~ cross the railroad. in the v1c1:c:1.ty of: the 

proposed cross1X1gs. It is the contention ot applleant that the 

proposed crossings of: :Ir~ and ~x: Streets are ~eded to~ a direct 

entrance to Ax2gus Street a%ld points to the south. It was pointed 
. '. 

,out that. the use o! the l.1:ono aDd. I%lYo Street cross1ngsreqtl1re.s 

s~~ral sharp turns to 'be made bY'V'eb1cles to reach Al:)gus Street. 

'Xest1:noXl1 shows that the' tr.a!:f'1cover the proposed crossil:lgS. would 

be relat1.veJ.y l1ght. 

For three mo~bsor the year there is an average of 4 



freight train and 12 switcb:L:cg movements over .the proposed eross- . 

i:cgs .and. for the rema1:ader or the year there is an avorage or 2 

freight train and 8 switch1:cg movements. The speed or the :t:re1ght 

trains is not over 20 miles per hour and the sw.tteb1Xlg movements 

&verage !rom 4 to 10 miles per hour. 
Applicant protestod the iDStallat10n or wigwag s1g~s 

at these crossi:lgs as prescribed in Decisions Nos. 292Z> am 
29224 on the gro'Ul:ld tllat the amount 0:£ tra.rf'ic, both rail. a:cd. 

vell1cular, is relatively small; that the trz.1n lIlovements arc 

relatively slow; and that the cost or such ins~1'Atio:c.s is. not 

justUied. 
Southern Pacific CompaIlY does. not' protest the granting 

or these applications. 
The opeD1Dg or ·:2SS= am 2IXU Streets over the Clovis :a;-~l:.If,;A 

'", ' 

would make an ~sterlY outlet to ADgus Street to those residing 

west or the r2.1l.l"oad. These people now have a :aortherly outlet 

to Arlgus Street by way or :Mono aDd I:o;yo Streets, both ot which 

cross the rzilroad. It is apparent that it wo'Uld be .more con-

venient for these people to use uSu and ~~~ Streets to reach Angus 
~~~ ..... 

Street 30M points south than tbrough Mono .and. I:o;yo· Streets·. Xhe 

distance of travel wo'1JJ.d be somewhat shortened am one right 

a~le tm-n and. one acute a:cgle turn wouJ.d. be el1m1:oated bY' the 

use of the ~S~ or nx~ Street route. 

Due to the relatively small amount of vehicular traffic 

am t:b.e small a=OWlt .o.%ld~ow speed o~ rail trat't1c:1 it· al)peo.rs .. 

that the installation or wigwag signals is %lOt justified at 

tl:l1s time .• 
~he record indicates that public conve~ence and neces~ 

sitY' re~:u1res the i:c.stal.lation o! said crossillgs at grade, a:cd· 

1t w1ll be so ordered. 
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.A public heariDg llav1:og been held. in the above entitleCL 

p.roceed.1~s aDd the matters hav:Lng been s'\lbm1tted~ 

IT IS HEREBY OEDERED tbat the City CoUl:lCll or the C1.ty 

ot Fresno .. in the County or Fresno, State o! Cal1f'orlJia" is 

hereby authorized to construct :lfg1r axxl :If X:!! Streets .at grade across 

the track or the Clovis Branch of Southern Pae1f'1e' Compa%:lY" at the 

locations more particularly described in the appl1cations aDd as 

shown 'bY' the maps attached thereto" subject to the f'ollonIlg 

co~t10ns and not otAerwiso: 

(1) ,I The abOve cross1:ogs sball be 1dent1!1ed as follows: 

.~ Street--CrossiDg No. B.S.~07.a5 
%IT:tt Street.--cross1:og No. B.S.-207.45 

(2) The e:c.t11"e expense of' eo:astruct1:cg the crossiXlgs 
shall be borne by applicant. !ehe eost of 
msi:c.te:oanee of those ;e<?rtioXlS or said crossings 
outside of linez two l2) tect outside or the 
outside :rails sball be borne by appl1cant. The 
maintena.l'Jeo 01: those port1ollS or the cross1:ngs 
between lines two (2). teet outs1de or the 
outside rails shall be borne by Southern ?a.c1!ic 
CompatlY. 

(3) . The crossiXlgs shall 'be. constructed of' a width or 
not less tban twenty-tour (24) feet am at an 
a:ogle to the ra1lroad. as shown by the maps attached 
to the .applications 1 aM w1tb. gr~des or approach 
not greater than two (2), per cent; shall be construct-
ed e.qu.~1 or superior to type shown as Sts,I.Idard. No. :2 
in O'tlr Gener2.1 Order No. 72; eaeh cross1:cg sball be 
protected by a StaDdard No. 1 crossing s1gn as 
specified in our General Order No. 75-11.:1 ~M sball 
in ~ery wt.:'.! 'be ::nade suitable ror the passage thereon or yeh1cles and other road tr~t!1c. 

(4) Applicant sl:lall:l within tll1rty (SO) days there-
a!ter:l notity this CommisSion" in wr1ti:og" of' the 
completion of' the installation of said crossings 
a:od or its compliance with the eoni1t1ons hereof'. 

(5) , The authorizat1on herein granted sball lapse am 
become void U not exercised within one (i) year 
from the date hereof' 'IlXlless turther time, 1s granted 
by subsequent order. 
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• • 
The Commission reserves the right to make such 
~her orders relative to the location" 
construction, operation, maintenance .aDd. proteet1on 
or said eross1DgS as to it may seem. r1ght aM proper 
ani to revoke its permission 1!, in its judgment" 
pUblic conveIl1ence aIld necessity dematld such 
action. 

~he authority herein granted shall become effective On 

the date hereo!. 

Dated at San Fra:cc1sco, Ca.l1!or:01a,, this _____ day 

of: Yarch" 1937. 
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