Decision No.

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In tho Matter of the Application of
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS QF KERN COUNTY,
California, (Viewers' Petition) for
pernission to construct a road acros
tracks of Southern Paciflc Company
beginning at S.E. cormexr of Sec. 27,
Tp. 29 South, Range 28 East, running
thence westerly to commect with Bast
Califoria Avenue.

Application No. 20889.
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MeGinn, Assistant Distrlict Attorney, and

Willlams, for Appllicant.

Williams, for Southern Pacific Company,
Protestaont.

BY THE COMMISSION:

OPINION

The Board of Supervisors of Xorn County, on November
24, 1936, under provisions of Soctlon 2694 of the Political Ceode
of California, filed a certified copy of a petitlon of freeholders
of said County for the construction of o certain road (Pioneer
Drive), together with a certified copy of the Order of the Board
of Supervisors appointing viswers to view sald road, which road
crosses the right of way and tracks of Southern Pacific Compeny
in the vicinity of Bakersfield, County of Xern, State of Celifornia.

A public hearing was held in this matter by Exsminer Hall
in Bakersfield on Fobruary 1€, 1937.

It is proposed to construct the crossing herein involved
at grade across the double track main line of Southern Pacific
Compary approximately 2.4-wmiles east of Unlon Avenue, Bakersfield.
Southern Pacific Company's main line from Bakersfleld to the east
15 stralght for many miles and runs on & line at a slight angle

-l-




south qf east. The highways in that territory are laid out
gonerally north and south, and east and west, except that the
Bakersafleld-Nojave State Eizhway 1s south of, adjacent to, and
parallel with the raillroad right of way. Callfornla Avenue runs
easterly from Bokersfield and connects with the Bakersfield-
Mojave Highway in the vicinlty of the proposed c¢rossing. Piloneer
Drive 1s an east and west highway on the opposite side of the
railroad on approximately the line of Califormia Avenue exteﬁded.
It 13 the propozal to connect California Avenue with Ploneer Driye'

by the construction of the proposed crossing.

The first crossing to the east ¢of the proposed one 1is

that of Qswell Street, running in a northerly and southerly direc-
tion. It 1s located approximately three-tenths of a mile east of
the proposed ¢rossing. Oswoll Street runs north from the Mojave
State Eighway, crossing the reailroad at grade, and Intersects
Pioneer Drive as well as other east and west roads north of the
railrosd. Seven=tentis of a mile west of the proposed crossing
is located the crossing of Mount Vernon Avenue, 2 north and south
highway. Mount Vornon Avenue extends both north and south of the
railroad and conneets with Callfornla Avenue as well as other
ea3t and west roads on both sides of the railroad; all of which
is shown on Exhibit No. 1 filed at the hearing.

In applicanti's original plan 1t was proposed to commoct
California Avenue with Pioncer Drive on a straight line, ¢rossing
the rallroad at a very flat angle. At the hearing, appllicant
modified the alignment of the extenslion ¢f Ploneer Drive so that
the crossing could be constructed at an angle of approximately 35
degrees to the raillroad and a3 shown by Study No. 4 on spplicent's
Exhibit No. 3. At the point of crossing there would be two maln

line tracks and a siding.
It 1s applicant?s dosire to provide this crossing In order
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to afford the people residing north of the railroad a more direct
route to and from Bakersflield, and 1t proposes, in the event this
application 1s granted, to close the exlsting crossing of Oswell
Street, Although the Oswoll Street crossing is nearly at right
angles to tkhe rallroad, applicant contends that it is not &
satisfactory crossing for general public use. Applicant alleges
that the approach grades of thils crossing are rather steep and
that the distance between the State highway and the tracks is too
short for making the turn f{rom one highway to the other.
Conslderable testimony was introduced to show that the

commmity would be better served by the proposed extension of
Ploneer Drive across the railroad than by the continued use of
Qswell Streot, dased upon the contentlons that:

1. The distance to or from Bakersfield would be shortened.

2. The proposed crocsing would be less hazardous.

S« The approaches could be constructed with more satisfac-
tory grades,

4e More convenient turns could be made from and to the
State highway.

S. A larger volume of vehlcular traffic would result.

Southern Pacific Company objected to the granting of the
application on the grounds that: (1) the proposed crossing would
be more hazardous than the exlsting Oswell Street crossing; (2)
the cost of mzintemance would be highor due to the flat angle of
the crossing to the raillroad; (3) the highway distance between the
points. affected would not be materially lecsened; and (4) the ter-
ritory to be served Is sparsely settled and Is now served by four

oxlsting grade crossings within a distance along the tracks of 2.1

miles. Southern Pacific Company further contended that if applicae-

tion 1s granted, the crossing showld be protected by two automatic
signals with two-train indlcators.
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The rocord shows that there is an average of 28 trains
por Qay passing over the point of proposed croasing, comsisting of
passenger and freight trains, and switching movements, with speeds
of from S0 to 20 miles per hour. No traffilie counts were available
for the adjacent crossings, but 1t was estimated that there are 100

vehlcle movemonts over the Oswoll Street erossing per day.

An estimate of the cost of constructing the proposed

crossing at the location, by Study No. 4 on Exhidbit No. 2, was
produced which shows:
2 wigwag signals with 2-train Indicators .eeee $5,100.
Preparing track for pavement, paving between

ralls and 2 feot outside thereof seeve.e 1,500,
R&.’LSinS “'1:‘93, tﬁlﬁsr&ph &nd 318113.1 PoPsearssene 400.

TOLAL eoereeencanonceranocesnccassnonnoe $7,000,

The record shows that 1f the proposed road extension amd
the grade crossing were constructed, the travel distance would Dbe
somewrot lessened and that at lesast two right-cngled turns would be
oliminated. Although the view of epproaching trains is physically
unobstructed at both the proposed crossing and that of Oswell Street,
the former would be of a somewhat more hazardous nature than Oswell
Streot, duo to its relatively £lat angle of crossing (epproximstely
35 degrees) which would tend to roducoe the - abllity of a vehicle
driver approaching the ¢rossing to observe s traln approaching from
the same directlon.

The record shows that the proposed crossing and road
extension would be more convenient for the resldents located north
of the rallroad: that a direct conmectlion would be made to Call-
fornla Avenue leading into Bakersfioeld; and that better grades of
epproack would be corstructed than by the continued use of the
Qswell Street crossing.

It 1s apparent that the area north of the rallroad 1s
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developing and vehicular traffic will Increass between that area
and Bakersfileld. Although no automatic protection is provided st
the Oswell Street crossing, it 1s concluded that such protection,
consisting of two wigwag signals, as prescribed In our General
Ordex No, 75-A, should be provided at the crossing herein in~
volved when constructed and opened to road traffic.

A review of the record shows that public convenionce and
necesslty require the granting of this spplication, provided the
Oswell Street c¢rossing is closed, and the following Order will so

provicde.

A public hearing heving been held in the above entitled
procooding, the matter having boen submitted, and being now ready
for decision,

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that the County of Kern, State of
California, is hereby suthorlized to construct Ploneor Drive at
grade across the tracks of Southern Pacific Company, at the loca-
tlion as shown by the map (Exhibit No. 3 - Study No. 4, filed at the
hearing in this matter), subject to the following conditions and

not otherwises

(1) The above crossing sholl be identified as Crossing
No. B=31l4.1l. '

(2) The entire expense of comstructing the crossing shall
be borne by applicant. The cost of maintonance of
that portion of sald crossing outside of lines two (2)
feet outside of the outside rails shall be borne by
applicant. The maintenance of that portion of the
crossing botween lines two (2) fect outside of the
outside ralls shall be borne by Southern Pacific

companye

(3) The crossing shall bYe constructed of a width of not
less than twenty~-Ilour (24) feet and at an angle of
approximetely thirty-five (35) degrees to the railroad
and with grades of approach not greater than four (4)
per cent; shall be constructed equal or superior to
type shown as Standerd No. 2 in our Gereral Order No.
72; and shall iIn every way be made suiltable for the
passage thoreon of vehlcle:z and other road traffic.
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Applicent, at its sole expense, shall provide and cause
to be installed, two (2) No. 3 wigwag signals, as
spocilfied in our General Order No. 75=A, for tho pro-
tection of sald erossing. Said signals sholl thereafter
be meintained in first-clasc operating condition. at the
sole expense of Southern Paclific Company.

Prior %o the beginning of actual constructlon of the
croscing bheroin authorized, the County of Korn shall
file with this Cormission & certifled copy of an ap-
propriate ordinance or rosolution duly and regularly
passed, imstituting all necossary steps to legally
abandon and effectively close the existing grade cross-
ing of Oswell Street and ldentifled as Crossing No.
B=315.4, upon completion of the crossing herein auth-
orized, and upon its being opened to public use and
travel sald Crossing No. B-315.4 shall de legally
abandcoed. and offectively closed to use and travel.

(6) Applicont shall, within thirty (30) days thereaftex,
notify this Commission, in writlng, of the completion
of the installation of said crossing and of its com-
plimce with the conditions hereof.

The authorization herein granted shall lapse and become
vold if not exercised within ome (1) year from the date
hereof, unless furthor time is grmted by subsequent
order.

The Commission reserves the right to make suckh further
orders relative to the location, comstruction, operation,
meintenance and protection of gald crossing as to it nay
seex right and proper, and to rovoke its permission 1if,
in 1ts judgment, public convenience and necessity demand
such action.

The authority herein greanted shall become effective on
the date hereof.
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Det od at Sen Francisco, Cd ifornle, thls / ¥

day of June, 1937.

Commissionefs




