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BEFORE TEE RAILROAP COl\l.~lSSION OF ~BE S~A'rE OF CALIFORNIA. 

In tho Matter of the Applic::'.tion. of the . ~ 
State of California, acting by and through } 
its state Park Co~ssion, for permission ) 
to construct a pub11c park v~h1e'~lar under- ) Application No. 20959. 
pass beneath the railroad tracks and trestle ) 
of the Southern Pacific Railroad Company, a ) 
corporation, or Southern Pacific Company, a ) 
corporation. ) 

------------------------------------) 
U. S. Webb, Attorney Goneral, by Neil Cunn1ngham .. Dep~:tY .. 

for applicant. 

Newton B. Drury, for California State Park Commiss1on. 

H. W. Hobbs .. tor Southern Pacific Company. 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 

OPINION _-._ ... _--
In this proceedtnz the State or California.. acting by 

and through its State Park Comm1sc1on .. seeks permission to con-

struct a public vehicular undergrade crossing under the tracks 

of Southern Pacific Company's santa Cruz Branch at New Brighton 

Beach Sta:te Park, in Santa Cruz County. 

A public hcaring was beld 1n this matter by Examiner 

Ho.ll in San FranCiSCO, May 1 .. 1937 .. at which time the matter 

was submitted. 

TAe state Park CO~5~1on 13 develop1ng New Br1g.~ton 

State Park on the shore of Monterey Bay C3.:st of Capitola, Santa 

Cruz County. This park ie separated from tho public highway 

~ystem by the Santa Cruz Branch of Southern Pacific Company. 

Parallel to and north of the ra1lroad right ot way 1s located 

the Cap1tola highway which runs northeasterly from Cep1tola to 

a connection with the s~tc Cruz-Watsonv1lle highway. 
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At present tho only means or ingress and egre~3 to or 

from the park is by way of a private crossing at grade over the 

railroad at a point marked nBn on a map of New Brighton State 
Park ond .filed as Exhibit 1. 

It is the proposal of applicant to take advantage of 

an existing trestle located approximately 700 feet northeast of 

the private cross~, through which the park entrance road could 

be built, thue el~~t1ng the use or the private grade cross1ng. 

The record shorts that the onsting crossing is bazardous 

and unsatisfactory for public use and travol, due to the existence 

of rela.tively deep exca.vation bsnks on either Side of the crossing. 

In other words, a vehicle whon approsching tho crossing must bo 

almo:t upon tho tr~ck: before the driver gete a view along tho 

track in eithor d1rection. 

T.he trestle t~ough which 1t is proposed to construct 

the road under the tracks is of three spans on approximately 

~ock. ~t ~~ propo~e~ to u~o two or the ~panQ ror tho ro~dway ~d 

tho tMr<1 £or Q. VlGl.terws.y-. A p120 bont 13 to remain in tho center 

of the roadway which will seDarate the traffic. The crossing is 
proposed to have an overhead clearance or l4 reet l which conto~ 

to tho prov1s1ons of our General Order No. 26-C. 

Each opening is proposed to bo llt feet wide. The width 
or roadway is restricted duo to the tact that 1t w1ll be nece$sary 

to placo a masonry wall on the bulkhead bent to protect the pile 

and place a narrow sidewalk in the OPPOSite opening. Protection 
plank1ng o~ oither side of the center bent is necessary. This 

protection will restrict the effective width of roadway to 10 

teet. 
The trarf1c to and from Now Brighton Beach w1ll almo3t 

all be tor recreational purposes, and the vehicles used will be 
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largely automobiles. It is expected that few, if any, trucks 

will have occasion to use this subway. It general highway 

traffic were expected to use this undergrade crossing, it would 

not be prudent to have a restricted roadway width7 but in view 

of the class of traffic, it appears to be reasonably sare .. 

provided, however, that the structure is adequately flood-

lighted during tho hours ot dArkness; t~~t the pile bents be 

painted with clternate black and white diagonal stripes; and 

that veh1cul~r speed be restricted upon entering the structure. 

Applicant is agreeable to installing and ma1nta1ning these pro-

tect1ve meaouros. 
Southern Pacific Company, although it is opposed to 

the construction of a d1vided roadway undergrade crossing.. did 

not seriously oppose the granting of the application, provided 

tho existing private grade crossing i3 closed, and that adequate 

protection is placed at the underground crossing as outl1ned above. 

It appears from the record that the public ~~ing use 

of the New Brighton Sts. te Park "'ould b9'better served by the pro-

posed undergrade crossing than by the existing private crossing 

at grade and that the application should be granted. 

o R D E R 

A public hearing having been held, the matter having 

been submitted nnd being now ready for decision, 

IT IS HEREBY ORD~RED that the Sts.te ot Col1tornio., 

acting by and through its State Park Commission, is hereby 

authorized to construct a public road at separated grades under 

the S~~ta Cruz Branch track of Southern Pacific Company in the 

vicinity of New Brighton Beach State Park, County of Santa Cruz, 
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State or Cal1rornia~ at tho location more particularly descrioed 

in the application and sub~tantially in accordance with and as 

shown oy the plan (C. E. D~o.w1nG 14411) attached to the npplico. ... 

tion l subject to the following conditions: 
(1) The above cro:sins shall be identified as Crossing 

No. Ee-54.7-B. 

(2) Tho entire expense of constructing and theroafter 
mA1nt~in1ng the crossing in good and first-class 
condition for sofe and convenient use of the public 
shsll be borne by a~plicant. 

(3) Said grade separation shall be constructed substantially 
in o.ccordance with th:e plan (C.E. Draw1ng No. 14411) 
attached to tho application. 

(4) Said crossing shall '00 constructed vlith vertical 
clearances conto~~ to the provisions of our 
Gene~al Ordor No. 26-C. Each lane or the roadwa7 
may be constructed of a width not loss than ten (10) 
feet. 

(5) Appl1cnnt zbsll, at its OVln exp~nse, paint the trestle 
bents on each side of and in the middle of the roadway 
with o.lternate black and. wh1te dio.gon:l.l stripes; shnll 
ade~~ately flood-llght said grade sep~ation durinG 
the hours of darkness; and shall post signs on the 
approaches notifying the public to re~trict speed of 
vehicles to 10 miles per hour in passing through said 
grade sep~~stion. 

(6) Upon the openinS of said srade separation to public 
use and tra.vel, applicant sho.ll close and e ffcct1vely 
barricade to vehicular use and travel the existing 
private srade croosing located approximately 700 teet 
southwest theroof. 

(7) Applicant shall> within thirty (SO) days thereafter, 
notify this Commi3sion~ in wr1t1ng~ of tho completion 
or the 1n$tall~t10n of. said cro~s1ng and of its com-
plianco with the conditions horeof. 

(8) The authorization hereln granted shall lapse and 
become void if not exercisod within one (l) year 
from the date hereot, unless further ttme is granted 
by subsequent order. 
The authority herein granted shall become etfective 

on tho date hereof. 
Dated at Sm FranciSCO, Ca11fornia.~ 

of June, 1937. 


