Decision'Nb.

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Matter of the Application of

the City of Oceanside to comstruct a

street across the tracks and right- APPLICATION NO. 20995.
of«way of The Atchison, Topeka &

Sante Fe Railroad.

Maurice W. Myers, City Attorney, for Applicant.

M. W. Reed, for The Atchlison, Topeka & Santa Fe Rallway
Company, protestant.

WHITSELL, COMMISSIONER:

OPINION

In this application, the City of Oceanslide seeks per-
mission to construct First Street at grade across the tracks and
right of way of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Conm-
pany in the City of Oceanside. Public hearing in this matter
was held at Oceenside on April 21, 1937, at which time it was
duly submitted, amd 1t is now ready for ¢ecision.

The evidence shows that the City of Oceanside is now
engsged in a comprehensive plan of improving The Strand along

the besch front. This Strand 1s separated from the adjacent

general ground level to the ¢ast by a ¢liff some fifteen (1s) -
feot high,, and the only existing highways over the tracks of

The Atehison, Topeka & Santa Fe Reallway Company which provide
direct entrances and exits to The Strand are located at Sixth
Street and Wisconsin Street. In addition to these two crossings,
however, there are, at the present time, grade crossings at Third
Street located seven ruadred sixty (760) feet north of the pro-
posed First Street crossing, and at Iyson Street, located elght
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bundred thirty-four (834) feet south of the proposed First
Street crossing. The Third Street crossing is improved with
asphaltic concrete, seveniy-five (75) feot in width, crosses
three tracks, and 1s protected with a wigwag of the Commission's
Standard No. 3 type. Tyson Street is a dirt road and the eross-
ing itself conforms to this type of construction. It is, how-
ever, protected by an automatic signal, and this roadway crosses.
tive (8) tracks.

It i3 the contention of applicant that prospective

patrons of the deach facillities who are not entirely familiar

with the clty streot system, frequently pass the Sixth Street
entrance to The Strand without observing that it is cut through,
end upon being informed that thoj'must either retrace their
course or proceed to Wisconsin Street in order to reach the
beach by ¢car, go elsewhere.

In the opinion of the City, dy opening Flrst Street
to The Strand, persons traveling through will be enabled to see
the beach front and can proceed across the tracks to the beach
along that artery.

City officlals estimate the population of Oceansl de as
evidenced by Exhibit No. 3, at approximately five thousand (5,000)
permanent residents at the present time, in addition to which there
are & large number who come there for the summer. Inr fact, the
evidence indicates that a2t times during the swmmer months there
are ac many as ten thousand (10,000) persons at this beach.

In further support of the application, the City of
Oceanside contends that the means of access at First Street 1s
necessary in order to aid the fire protection facilitles as well
as proper policing of the beach. From this point of view, how-




ever, it is my opinion that these facilities can be acoommodated
by the Third Street crossing and sudsequent wse of the Manicipal

Ploxr and ramps to The Strand.

The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Company vigor-
ously opposed the granting of thls epplication, basing 1ts opposi-
tion upon the coatention that sufficlent grade croasings already
are in existence within the City of Oceanside, to meet present
needs, and that two roadways providing access to the deach are
ample to accommodate any crowd which might reasomadly be expacted.
First Street, 1 constructed, would eross seven (7) tracks of The
Atchison,Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Company. Unless these trains
wore cut, the crossing would of necesslty be blocked to traffio
for long periods of time by all northbound trains which mast stop
for water at tkhe Oceanside statlion.

The c¢rossing would be an expensive one to construct as
showa by Exhidit No. 8, which estimates the cost at approximately
Zighty-one Bundred ($8100.00) Dollara.

It is apparent from the record that this is the type of

grade crossing which is difficult to protect iz a practical and in-
expensive manner. Although e large number of wiltnesses were pro-~
duced by applicant who testlfied as to the necessity for the First
Street crossing, a careful review of the record leads me to the
conclusion that thils testimony is based upon civic desire rather
than actual need.

It would be possible, however, and entirely practicable
to oconmstruct anm additionel approach to The Strand from Tyson Street,
if such additional approach is deemed necessary. TFor a substan-
tilally lesser sum of money, the existing erossing could be im-
proved and additional protection provided so that for all practical
purposes that croszsing would serve the same needs as the one pPro=~

vosed at First Street.




It?gppears~rrom thlis record thet The Strand has a capac-
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ity of twelve hundred (1200) cars, and that frequently in the past,
all avallable parking space for automobiles has been occupied.
Therefore, Lrom that polint of view, there would seem to be little
Justlification for providing another means of access to a location
which can already de and frequently is filled to capacity from the
two highways now provided.

The nationalitendency is to eliminate dangerous grade
crossings rather than permit the imstallation of new points of
potential hezard, and I am of the opiniorn that pubdliec interest
san best be served by the use of existing c¢rossings. I am of
the further opinior that public convenience and necessity do
not at this time warrant the construction of a grade crossing at
First Street, end that this application should be denied. The

following oxrder will so provide.

Public hearing heving bPeen held and the Commission be-
Ing fully edvised,

IT IS HEREEY ORDERED thet the appllication of the City
of Qcoanslde, to construct First Street at grade over the tracks
of The Atchison, Topeka and Sernta Fe Rellway Company, be, and

the same 1s hereby denled without prejudice.
The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20)

days from the date hereol.
The foregolng Opinion and Order are heredby approved

and ordered filed as the Cpinion and Order of the Rallroad Com=-
mission of the State of Californliea.




Dated at Sex Francisco, California, this _ £
day of &»M y, L937.




