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BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNLt. 

) 
In the Matter ot the Application ot ) 
the City or Oceanside to construot a ) 
street across the tracks and right- ) APPLICATION NO. 20995. 
ot-way or The Atchison, Topeka & ) 
Santa Fe Railroad. ) 

----------------------------) 
Maurioe 'I. Myers, City Attorney, tor A.Pl'licc.nt. 

M. W. Reed, tor The Atch1son, Topeka &. Santa. Fe Railway' 
Company , protestant. 

w.EtITSELL, COMMISSIONER: 

OPINION 

In this application, the C1ty ot Oceanside seeks per

mission to construct First Street at grade across the traoks and 

right or way or The Atoh1son,Topeka and Santa. Fe Railway Com

pany in the City of Oceanside. Public hearing 1n this matter 

was held at Oceanside on April 21, 193'7, at which time 1t was 

duly sub~tted~ and 1t is now ready tor decision. 
, . . 

The evidence shows that the City or Oceanside 1s now 

engaged in a comprehens1 va plSll or improv1:ng The Strand along 

the beach tront. This Strand is separated from the adjacent 

general graQnd level to the east by a e11t~ some t1tteen (l~) : 

teet high',) and the only existing highways over the tracks or 
The Atchison, Topeka &. Santa Fe Rail'WaY Company wh1ch provide 

direct entrances and exits to The Strand are located at Sixth 

Street and Wisconsin Street. In.addit1on to these two crossings, 

however, there are, at the present time, grade crossings at Third 

Street located seven hundred sixty (760) ~eet north or the pro

posed First Street crossing, and at Tyson Street, located eight 
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hundred thirty-tour (834) teet south of the proposed First 

street crossing. The Third St::-eet crossi:cg is improved with 

asphaltic concrete, seventy-rive (75) teet in width, crosses 

three tracks, and is protected with a wigwag ot the Commission' s 

Standard No. 3 type. Tyson Street is a dirt road and the oross

iDg itselt eoDt'oms to this type ot construction. It is, how

ever, protected 'by an automatie s1gc.al, and this roadway crosses 

rive (5) tracks. 

It is the contention or applicant that prospective 

patrons o! the beach tacilities ~o are not entirely t~il1ar 

wi th the city street system, :rre~entlY' pass the Sixth Street 

entrance to The Strand without observing that it is cut through, 

and upon 'being intor~d that they must either retrace their 

course or proceed to Wisconsin Street 111 order to reach the 

beach bY' ear, go elsewhere. 

In the opinion 0": the City, by opening First Street 

to The Strand, persons traveling through will be enabled to see 

the beach trent and can proceed across the tracks to the beach 

along that artery. 

City orric1als estimate the population ot Ooeanside as 

evidenced by ~b1t No.3, at approximately rive thousand (5,000) 

permanent residents at the present time, in addition to wh1ch there 

are e. lo.rge number who come there "ror the swmner. In tact, the 

eVidence indicates that at times during the summer months there 

are ae many as ten thouoand (10,000) persons at this beach. 

In further :support ot the application, the City or 

Oceans1de oontends that the meanso! access at First Stroet 1s 

neoessar.r 1n order to aid the tire protection faoilities as well 

as proper po11c1ng or the beach. From this po1nt or view, how-
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ever, it is my opinion that these facilities oan be aooommodated 
'by the 'n.1rd Street Cro33lJlg OJld eubeeque:c.t uee or the ~101po:L~ 

Pier and ram,P3 to The StrAnd. 

The Atchison, Topeka. &. Santa Fe Railway Company vigor

ously opposed the grant1lJ8 ot tlUs applioation, basing its opposi

tion upon the oOlltelXti011 that 3ut'.t"ioient grade oro3s1ng.s already 

are in existence within the City of Oceansid.e, to meet present 

needs, and that tONe roadways pl'Ov1d1Dg access to the beach are 

emple to aeeo1lXl:l'lodate anY' orowd whioh m1ght rt) 0. sona bly be expected. 

F1rst Street, it constructed, would cross seven (7) tracks ot The 

Atchison, Topeka &. Santa 1"e Railway Company. Unless these trains 

were cut, the crossing would ot necessity be blocked to tratt10 

to~ long periods ot tim by all northbound trains which must stop 

tor water at the Oceanside station. 

The crossing would be an expensive one to construot as 

shown by EXhibit No. a, which esti~tes the oost at approximately 

:Eighty-one Hundred ($8100.00) Dollars. 

It is apparent from the record that thi8 is the type ot 
grade crossillg which is ditticult to protect in a practical and 1n ... 

e::t:pens1ve mnner. Although e. large number ot witnesses wero pro

duced by a~p11cant who test1f1ed as to ~e necessity tor the First 

Street crossing, a care~~ review ot the record leads me to the 

conclusion that this testimony 1s based upon civic desire rather 

than actual need. 

It would be pOSSible, however, and entirelY practioable 

to oonstruct an additional approach to The Strand trom Tyson Street, 

1~ such additional approach 1s deemed necessary. For a substan

tially lesser sum ot money, the existing crossing could be ~

proved and additional protection provided so that tor all practical 

purposes that crossing would serve the s~e needs as the one pro

posed at First Street. 
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It':e.ppee:,s ·from this record that The Strand has ~. eapae-
\ ....... 

1ty or twelve hund:-ed (1200) ea::-s, and that frequently in tJle past, 

all available parking space tor automobiles has been occupied. 

Therefore, trom that point 01: view, there woulc. seem to be little 

justifioation ~or prov1~1Dg another means ot access to a location 

which can already be and trequently is tilled to capacity trom the 

two highways now provic.ed.. 

The national tendency is to eliminate d.angerous grade 

crossings rather thnn permit the installation ot new points ot 
potential hazard, and I am ot the opinion that public interest 

can best be served by the use ot existing crossillgs. I am or 

the turther opinion that public convenience and necessity do 

not at th1z time warrnnt the construction ot a grade crossing at 

First St=eet, and that this application should be denied. The 

follOwing o::-der will so provide. 

ORDER 

Public hearing having been held and the Commission be

ing tully advised. 

IT IS mn:tEm- ORDERED that the application or the City 

ot Oceanside, to construct First Street at grade over the tracks 

or The Atehi~on, To:peke. end. Santa Fe Railway Company, be, and 

the same is hereby denied. without prejudice. 

The ettective date 0 r this order 3hal.~ be twenty (20) 

days trom the data hereot. 

T.ae foregoing Qp1nion and Order are hereby a~proved 

and ordered filed as the Opinion and Order or the Railroad Com

mission or the State ot Cal1tornia. 
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• 
Dated at Se.r. F:-e.ncisco, Cal1:tornia, this >PJJ.-

day 01: ~~ • 1937. 

'--- . 
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