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Decision No. YN

In the Matter of the Application of
CECIL T. TRUSCEEL and ROY W. MCDIARMVID,
a co-partnership doing busimess under
the firm name and style of MOUNTAIN
WATER WORXS for a certificsate of pub-
lic convenience and recessity to op-
erate a water distridbuting system and
water service as & pudblic utillty and
for an order fixing rates to be charged
for sald service.

Application No. 21212
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¥. Tellefson, for Applicant.

WAKEFIZLD, COLMISSIONER:

CPINIONXN

Tn this proceeding Cecil T. Truschel and Roy e MeDiarmid,

a co=partnershlp dolng business under the fictitious firm name and
style of Mountain Water Works, ask the Railroed Commission to
grent to them & certificate of public convenience and necessity

to supply water for domestlc purposes in Chatsworth Manorxr tract,
near Chatsworth in Ios Angeles County, as delineated on a mep at-
tached to the application herein and marked Exhibit "B" and made

e part hereol by relerence.

A public hearing in this matter was held in Los Angeles.
At tho hearing applicants were given authority to amend
their petition by = supplemental application in which they asked

o include in thelr service arca portions of Chatsworth Lake




Tiew Place tract and Chatsworth Lake View Annex tract, whieh tracts

adjoin the Chatsworth Mamor tract but are located in Ventura County
and portions of which ere now being served by thls water system. It
is elso requested that the Commission make its Order authorizing
applicants to require comsumers to pay for all water service obtained
prior to the effective date of this Order snd, in %the eovent such
pills are not peid, to discontinue or demy sald service. A schedule
of rates is also suvmitted for approval in this supplemental appli-
cation.

The terxritory involved in this proceedlng was originally
subdivided by Welter G. 3rooks sbout 1928 and 1929, It is located
in the hills adjacent to tho north shoreline of Chatsworth Reser-
voir, & storage reservolr ovmod by the Municipel Water System of
the City of Los Angeles. It wes primarily suddivided for cabdbin
sites and recrestional purposes dbut at the preosent time over one-
nelf of the 125 consumers ar¢ pormaunent residents. A very inade~
ouate water distribution systen wes instelled in the deginning
which consisted mostly of #~inch pipe. ZTach purchaser of prop-
erty was required by e provision in hls agreemont of sale to pay
a certaiz amount each year for ithe maintenance and upkeep of roads
and the water systex. Apparently very little money was spent on
either of these facilities. aAbdout one year &80 applicants obtained
possession of the water system and they desire to rebuild it at an
estimated cost of six thousand dollars ($6,000), in accordance
with plans preseated on a ap riled herein as Exhibit No. 1 and

made & part of this Order by reference. They desire to operate




this system as 2 pudblic utility, leaving the old maintcnance charge
in effect wntil the end of the year 1937, at whlck time any new
rate which mey bo established herein by the Commission may become

effective. .pplicants ropresent that they are now entltled to

receive the above mentioned meintenance charge and that, When the

new rates become effective, they will release the landovwners f{rom
further liability to pay such charge.

Tho water supply is obtained from a deep well and will
be puxped into a 60{000-gallon storage tank where it will bde
aerated to eliminate some of the offensive taste and odor of
hydrogon sulphide. ALl dlstridution of water will be made from
+he tenk. There is no record of the quantity of water thet the
well will develop; however, from testimony glven by the manager
who has operated the plant for the past Two years, it appears
thet therc is & sufficient supply of water for the present needs
ond for some future development. The pipe lines are installed
on private easemenis reserved for that purpose, which eliminates
the necessity at the present time at least of obtaining a fran-
chise from the county grenting the right to lay pipe lines in,
over, or along pudblic roeads, streets, highways and alleyse.

A number of consumers appeared and testified to the
acute necessity for e better water service. All seemed toO
realize that the present arrangement is not desirable and indi-
cated a desire that epplicamts take over and operate the water
system as & public utility under reasonable rates.

Applicants filed a proposed schedule of rates paged

upon the cost of installing & new distribution system and esti-




mated cost of maintenance and operation. IJowever, Mr. Cecil
Truschel, one of the co-partners, expresged a desire to keep the
rates as low as possible in the hoves of bullding up the tract.

There are no records available from which the accurate costs of

operation or water use can be obtained. Therefore, the rates

herein ordered tobe filed will, of necessity, be based to some
extent upon the experlence of other utilities operating under

similar circumstances. The request of apvlicants to require all
consumers 1t pay their delinquent water bills cannot be granted

as, obviously, the Commission would have ne Jurisdiction over
bills incurred pxrior to the effective date of this Order.

The following form of Order is recommended.
QRDER

Applicetion having been filed with the Rallroad Commission
as entitled ebove, & public hearing having been held thereon, the

natter having been duly subdbmitted and the Commission belng now Ifully

advised In the premises,

The Railroad Cormission of the State of California here-
vy declares that pudlic convenience and necessity require the op-
eration of & water System owmed by Cecll T. Truschel and Roy We
MoDiarmid, operated umdexr the fictltlous neme and style of Mountain
Weter Works, within that portion of Los Angeles County descrived
as ChetsSworth Manor tract and portionms of Chetsworth Leke View
Place gnd Chatsworth Lake View Annex tracts adjolning Chatsworth
Menor tract but located in Ventura County, and

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that & certificste of public con-




venlence and necessity dbe and it is hereby granted to said Cecil

T. Trugschel and Roy W. McDiarmid, a co-partmershly doing business
under the fictitlious firm name and style of Mountain Water ‘Works,
to operate a water system within the areas as set forth above,
and

IT IS EXZREBY FURTEER ORDERED that Cecil T. Truschel and
Roy V. MeDiarmid, a co-partnership dolng business wnder the ficti-
tious firm neme and strle of Mountain Water Works, be and they are
heredy authorized and directed to rfile with this Commission, within
thirty (30) days from the date of this Order, the following schedule
of rates to de effective for all water service rendered thelr con-~

sumers subsequent to the 3Lst dey of December, 1937.

ANNDAYL FLAT RATE SCHEDULE

Payable in advance on January lst
or semi-annually' $7.50 on
Jenuary lst and £7.50 om July lst.

Residences, boarding houses, apartments ete., of
S rOOMS Or lCS§===rmmemmmsecacccmaneens e ————————— $15.00

Stores, shops or offices

ANNUAL METER RATES

Annuel Minimum Charges vayabdle
in sdvance on January lst
or semi-annually: one-half on
January lst and one-half on
July lst.

5/8 x 3/4-inch mMEter=~mmemmmmmeeccssccmmmonen —————————————— 3
5/4~inch MOLOTm=mmmmmmmmna=n femmmmemea—————— B
l-inch metor===—mmemcaccncmn—n= cemmmmememersn————————— 24.00
1%~-inch meoter
2-inch metere~es=a=m=- e e e

Bach of the foregoing annusl xinimum charges
will entitle the consumer to the quantity of
weter which that minimum ennual chearge will
purchase at the followlng quantity rates:

S.




ARNUAL QUANTITY RATES

0 to 3,600 cubic fect, per 100 cubic feetemm=emm=me= $ekl-2/3
Noxt 1,400 cublec feet, per 100 cublc feetmrmeemcmnwm- - +30
Next 5,000 cubic feet, por 100 cubic feot==me—==-=- .20
All over 10,000 cubic feet, per 100 cuble foet-wwm-—mmm- .15

Meters will be read on the lst of January,
April, July, and October and a statement
rendered cach consumer within ten (10)
deys of sald date showing the meter read-
ings and a statement of the quantity of
weter, if any, unused under the allowance
covered by the ammual minimum charge and
the smount payadle to appllcants for
excess water, if any, used over the annual
minimum allowance, together with any
balance of the annual minimuw cherge due
and unpaid.
TT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that Cecil T. Truschel and
Roy W. McDiarmid, a co-partnership doing business under the fictli-
tious firm peme and style of Mountain Water Works, be and they are
hereby directed %o file with this Commission, within thirty (30)
days from the date of this Order, rules end reguletions governing
relations with their comsumers, sald rules and regulations to be-
come cffective upon their acceptance for filing by this Commission.
For =1l other purposes the effective date of this Order
chall be twenty (20) days from and afler the date hereof.
The foregoing Opinion and Order are hereby approved and

ordered filed as the Opinlon and Order of the Railroad Coxmission

of the State of Californis. ' 2%/
Deted et Sen Francisco, Callfornie, this Z 7"— day

of <Q,/ﬂ_/ , 1937,
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