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BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Applicetion of the
CITY OF THITTIER to consvtruct a grade
erossing of the LOS ANGELES AND SALT
TLED RATLROLD on Collese Street in the
City of whittier, 2nd ovexz College
Strect to Thittier Souleverd

application No. 21137

Edward C. Renwlick, Attorney, Union Pacific Reiiroced
Compeny, Protestant

W
Thomas N. Bewley, City attorney, Waittier, Celifornia UZ[/ @ / f!/ ﬁ l

BY TEE COMMISSION:
- ORDEF

In this application the City of Whittier seeks authority

to comstruct College Street at grede across certein tracks of the
Union Pacific Railroad Compeny. |

A public heering wes conducted in this metter before
Exeminer HEunter at Whittier, June 16, 1937.

College Street is ore of the east and west streets of
the City of Whittier, 60 feet in width, extending from Dainter
Street on the east to a point 150 feet west of Union Avenue, a total
- dlstance of =bout 4,000 feet. The City now proposes %0 extend
tkis sﬁreet west to & connection with Whittiexr Bovlevard, e dis-
~ tance of approximetely 700 feet. This pToposed extension passes
through Tnion Pacific Rallrosd Compeny's freight yaxrd at whittlier
izvolving the main line track (Ansheim Brench) and five adjacent
trecks. These grade crossings ere the subfect of this epplication.
For convenience hereinafter this zix track grade crossing will de
referred to as a sizgle grade crossizg.

Applicent’s witnesses testifield the proposed extenslon of
College Street would provide a direct route between Whittier
Boulevard, ome of the maizn highway artexies to the south of Los
Angeleé, and Whittier College which is located east of Painter

-l




Avenue et College Street whlck would assist In directing t:rai‘fié to0 the

College, among other things by esteblisking a highwey directorial

sign at the Intersection of College Street and Walttler Boulevard.

It :!.é contended by applicant that the proposed extension would greatly
relleve highway trelfic congestion to and from the College, partic-
Warly during times of specisl events, such as the more Important
football games. It is also elleged that the extension of College
Street would afford more difect access to certain industries and
business estedblishments loceted along College Street to the east of
Taion Street es well as enhance the velue of fthis io:roperty. |

The recoxld shows that the proposed cxtension passes through
property‘which 1s more or less level and, therefore, the proposed
erossing coulld be constructed with light grades of approach.

The granting of this spplication was opposed dy the Unlon
Pecific Raiquad Comﬁanm This carriex tekxes the position that the
pudblic benefits which would acerue from the opening of College
Street over the tracks and frelght yard &s proposed herelz would
rot measure up with the objections in the way of hazard to vehiculaxr
trafflic that would Llow over the c¢rossing 1f constructed, as well as
compeﬁsate foxr the adled inconvenience which would be Lmposed on tho
rafil=oald operatioxn.

The delily train movenents over the tracks involved ixn the
proziosed grade crossing consist of Lfrom two to four operatlioms over
the mein line track end some fifteen switch movements over the adjec-
ent tracks iavolved. The testimony shows that the view for approach-
ing vehicles at the pronosed grade crossing would be seriously Iim-
paired by buildings as well as cers stored on the tracks in this
vicinity. ZEstimetes presented dy a reilroed witness show that It
would cost apyproximetely $7,000. to comstruct 2 suitedble crossing
over all the tracks involved and provide automatic sigsals for the
melin line treck. It appears that the most practicel means o
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protecting movements along the tracks adjacent to the main line,

12 the proposed crossing were constructed, vouvld be to ;lag such
movements. AV this time the railroad enfoys the privilege of
storing its cars without restriction slong the trecks in the vic-
inity of the proposed ereossing. IfL the crossing is constructed,
however, this prectice of storing cers within the lixzits of the
proposed highwey extension, and for a reaconabdle distance on
either side thereof, must be discontiaued. It is also apparent
that if the crossing is= to remain open fLor vehiculer tralfic
except at times whezn 1t is deing occupied by moving treins or
closed due to approacking vrains, it will nececssitate the cutting
of freight trains on the main line if the present method of rall
operation is continued, as it is the practice in some instances
to hold trains on the mein line vhile the yard is deing switcﬁéd.

A review of thls record shows that while some public
benelits would flow from the ostadbliszhmwent of the proposed ¢ross-
ing, perticulerly the affording 02 o direct comuection between
Wiittler Boulevard and Whittier College vie College Street, it
wbuld, at the same time, establich odfectionsl reatureslin the
way of c¢reating a rather hazardous grade ¢roscsing situstion.
As far es ingress end egress €0 tho property fronting on College
lStreet to Yhe east of the railroad Tiznt-of=way i concerned,
this property Lis now efforded crossing over Union Pacific Rail-
road Compeny's tracks et the adfacent highways oz eitker side,
zalialy at Philadelphia Avenue, located gbout 600 feet tothe
north of College Street and Penn Streot located 600 feet to the
south thereof. Access To either Philedelphia or Penn Streets is
efforded the property immedistely east of Tho railroed yerd dy
the connecting streets of Union Avenue to the south of College
Street end Pierce Avemue to the north thereof.
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Although 0o mention is made in ’chish epplicetion, the recoxd
shows that the proposed extension would involve a grade crossing
over e spur track of the Southern Pacific located along the east |
side of Whittier Boulevexd.

Suming ub the evidence in this rocord the conclusion is-
reachod thet epplicent hes failed to show that the pudlic benefits
which would accrue from the proposed graede crossing offset the ob~
jections thereto, particularly in the way of hazexrd 0 the
travelling public. AT this time considersdle public mozey 1s belng
spent to reduce hazards at grade crossings S.n' the way of elimination
end edded protection, smd it is in the public Interest o 1imit the
mumber of grade crossings to 2 minimum consistent with public needs
for sccess over the railrosd. We cannot or this record Justify the

grenting of this spplication. Therefore, it will be denied.

CRDER

Public hearing having been held Im the above entitled

matser end it being now ready for declisioxn,

IT IS EERERY ORDERED that the sbove entitled epplica-

tion i3 denicd. N

Deted at Sem Francisco, Californie, this _[0 _ aay of

btk | 2080,
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