
Dec1s1on No. 30049. @4Y'/~ 
BEFORE :mE RAILROAD COmaSSIOlrl OF :mE S'XATE OF CALIFORlrIIA ~I 

In the Matter of. the Investigation ~ 
by the Commission on its own motion 
into the rates, rules, regulations, 
eharges, class1!ieations, ~raet1ces, Case No. 4209 
contracts, operations and schedules, 
or t!J:tJ.y ot them, of NELSON STEAMSHIP 
COMPANY. 

Frank P. Walsh £or Sterllng Carr, Attorney 
for Sidney Y. Hauptman, Trustee of Nelson 
Steamship Company. 

c. O. B'urg1n for Stockton Traffic B-ureau. 

WAKEFIELD, Commizsioner: 

Tais is an 1nvest1g~t1on on the Comm1Ss1on~s o~ motion to 

determine Whether or not Ne~son Steamship Company has abandoned any 

or all. of its operations. Respondent was directed to appear and 

sbow ca.use, 11." any 1t had, Why any and all operative rights possessed 

by it should not be revoked and e:cnulled and its tar1t!s on f11eW1th 

the Commission cancelled. 

A public hearil:lg was had a.t San Francisco and. the matter 

was· submitted.. 

Res90ndent's elaim to operative rights arises by virtue o~ 
. .1 

having operated vessels in good :.uth prior to A'llgUSt 2l~ 1933, and 

by cert1t1cates ot public convenience and necessity granted by this 
2 

Comm1ss1on~ Its claim to prescriptive rights asre!lected by tarit! 

1. ' .. 
. ~e etteetive da~ 0::' the amenement to section SO Cd) 0;( the Pnbl1e 

Utllities Act raqtd.ri:c.g eoastwise vessel operators to sec'Cre a certifi­
cate of publ1c convenience and necessity t'=om tl:l1s Co~s·s1on. 

2 
Decision No. 270ae. or l!a:r 2l.~ 1934" in Appl1ec.tiQ%l. No. 19320· and 

Decision No. 2e824 or February 26, 1934, 1n Application N~. 19268. 
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til1ngz generallY' embraces the transportation or propert~ between 

points on San Franciseo Bar and its tributaries on the one hand and 

E'Creka" Humboldt BaY' :points" Port San Lt:1s,. Santa :Ba:-bara, to:; Angeles 

E:s.rbor and San Diego on the other hand; and 'between Los Angeles :Harbor 

and San Diego; and the transportation or :f'orest products between north­

ern California ports on the one band and. southern Cal1forn1& ports on 

the other hand. Certifieated rights authorize respondent to transport 

certain commodities from particular points on san FranciSCO BaY' and its 

tributaries to $outhe=n Cal1fornia ports and property generally between 

Mare Islandane southern cal1tor.n1a po~ts. Respondent also holds 

certificated r1ghts to operate vessels of the so-called ft!re1ghter 

typett carrying passengers not 1n excess of 16 ~er vessel between San 

Francisco and Los Angeles Harbor and. also between San Francisco 3rJ.d/or 

Los Angeles Ra.rbor and San Diego. 

Cotznsel. 'tor S1dney M. Hauptman" Tr'tlStee ror respondent 

Nelson Steamsb1p Company, appointed tolloW1ng the approval of a peti­

tion tor reorg~zat1on ~der Section 77-B of the National Bankruptcy 

Act, appeared at tbe hearing and stated that all passenger tmd treight 
3 

servico of respondent had been discontinued, tbatall vessels were 

bemg sold. or bad 'been sold~ and that there wa.s no intention on the 

pa.~ o! respondent to resume either passenger or freight zerv1ce now 

or he:-ea!'ter. 

Upon consideration o! all the !ects of record it must be 

concluded ,tllat respondent has abandQ:c.ed such operative r1gb:ts as it may 

have possessed as a common carrier or passengers and property b7.vessel 

3, 
B7 Dec1sion No. 27977 of J!ay 20~ 1935, 1n Application No. 19908 

respondent was.authorized to suspend its passenger service from May 
20, 1935" 1JJ:l.tll l£ar.ch 30; 1936~ ane. 'bY' Decision No. 2SSSZ or :March 23, 
1936, in the same application was authorized further to suspend its 
passenger service 'Ql.ti1 ?larch SO, 1937; however, no authoritY.to sus­
pend service beyond that eate has been obtained. Likewise,,: by Deci­
sion No. 29200 of October 19, 1936, in Appl1cation No. 20782 res~neent 
was authorized to suspend its .frei~t service from October 19, 1930,. 
untU September 22, 1937. _ . . ., 
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between points 1n this state and tlUtt no good cause has been shown 

why the operative rights now ~ossessed by it should not be revoked 

and ann'alled and tar1!:rs on :rile with the Comciss1on cc.ncelled. 

Xhe £olloWing torm or order is recommended: 

~he matter ha.v1:o.g been dillY' heard 3lld su'bm1tte6., 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the operative rights ?Ossessed 

by Nelson Steamslnp Company, a corporation, to operate"'Yessels' as a' 
" 

comoon' carrier between points in tll1s st~te 'be and they are hereby 

revoked and annulled. 

I'X IS HEREBY F'ORTEER ORDERED that all tarit'!s 3l'ld schedules 

now riled With the Commission by Nelson Steamship Company~ a corporation, 

be and they ~e hereby cancelled. 

The effective da.te of' this order sball be twenty (20) days 

from the date hereof. 

T.he foregoing opinion ~d order are hereby approv~ and 

ordered filed as the opinion and order or the Ra1lroad Commission of 

the State of Cel1!or.c1a. 

Dated at San Francisco, California., this 
-c! 

/ (,- day or 

August, 1937. 
.~ ~ 
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