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LEFORE THZ RAILROAD CUMLISSION (F THE STATE OF CALLFORNIA.

In the Matter of the Application of the
CLTY OF MOUXTAILN VIEW for permission %o
alter and widen the c¢rossing over the
tracks of the Southorn Pocific Rallroad
Company, &t tkhe Junctlon of Castro Streot
and Stilexrlin Road, in said ¢ity.

Application No. 20890.
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E. Lo Maxwell, CLty Attorney, and Kirkbride snd Vilson,
by Ernest A. Wilson, and Wx. J. Locke, for Applicant.

Ansel S. Willlams, for Southern Pacific Company,.
EProtestant.

Prank B. Weavor, Lo liouvntain View Community and Tax Payers
Leaguc.

Y ToE COMMISSION =
OPINZION

In this proceoding the City of Mountain View requestc

permicaion to alter and widen the grade crossing of Cacztro Streot
ovor the double track main line of Southern Pacific Company (Cross-
ing No. E=35.9).

Public hearings(l) were held in thls matter in Mountain
View and San Francisco, and the matter at the laszt hearing was sub-
mittod and is now ready for determinmetion.

The double track main linme of Southern Pacifllc Compary,
rananing botween San Francisco and San Jose, crosses Cactro Street,
Mountaln View, which street extends southwesterly from the railroad

and passes through the main busiress dicitriet of the c¢ity. At the

(1) Fublic hoarings were neld before Examiner EZall in locuntain
View on June 18, 1937, and in Son Francicco on June 213t and
Avgust 4th, 1937.




erossing horein involvod, Stierlin Road from the north and Moffitt
poulevard from the northoast form a junctlion at Castro Stroeet.
Northeast of, adjacent to, and parallel with the railroad rignt of
way is Alma Street.

Thoe oxizting crocsing is avbout 30 feet wide, conforms to
The widvh ond alignment of Stioerlin Road, thus crossing tre railroad
at an oblique angle, and provides for & direct flow of traffic bctweeg
Castro Street and Stierlin Road. Traffic flowing betweon Castro Street
and Moffitt Boulevard mmust moke two sharp turns at Alma Stroeet.

It 43 the proposal of apvlicant to widen and improve tae
existing croscing in orcder to relieve the unsatisfactor& and incon-
venleont routing of Loffitt soulevard traffic from and to the businoss
diztrict of the city. Applicant's original proposal was o widen tho
southeact side of the ¢rossing to the full width of Woffitt bBoulevard,
waich would rosult in the croscing having a tofal width botweon curbs
of approximately ono hundred feetv along the westbound track; all az
shovn on Exnibit TAT attached to the application.

Applicant conterndod that & crossing with 1its outsido curd
linos conforming to the curd lines of botn Stierlin Rood and Moffitt
Boulevard was necessary for the free and safe flow of véhicular
traffic acrosz the railroad.

Southern Pacific Company objected %o the granting of %ho
application on the ground thet & crossing of the width proposed would
inereace the crossing nezard éue to the fact that the intersection
of the various ¢raffic lenes would be upon the crossing.

Soutkern Pacific Compeny, in Exnidbit No. 1, offered 2
modification of applicantts proposal by restricting tho width of
the crossing and placing the curd lines at »ight angles to tho ralle

road in order to require vericles, as nearly as posaible, Lo move

over the rallroad at »ight anglosc to tho track. This plan would
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require all vehicles moving to and from Stlerlixn Road o nake o
turning movement ox Alma Streot to reach or leave the croczing.
This plan was not agreeadble to applicant.

At tho hearinzg on June 215t 1t was suggested that the
interocted parties, vrior to %tae f£inal necaring, make furthor studios
of a plan Tor thls crossing and oxdoavor to arrive at an arrangemont
waich would be agreeadble to both partiesz. Sucn 2 conforence was:held
on July 21, 1937, botween the enginoerc of applicant, Southerz Pacific
Company, arnd the Division of Highways, at which time a plan was
developed which appearod to be agreeable to the pdrties and whica
was presented at the £insl nearing (August 4, 1937) as Exnibit No. 1Z2.

Lads plan does not disturd the northerly curd line of the
erocsing, but extends 1ts southeasterly curd line to the southeasterly
curdb line of Castro Stroot extendod northeasterly. ihis will result

in. the crossing having a width of about 85 feot alonz tae wosthound

track. In oxder %o eansuro tho separation of traflic in tho two diroc-

tions, a traffic island 1s propozed in the approximato ceater of the
crossing, about midway botwoeon the wostbound track and the south-
westorly line of Alma Street. In addition, two rows of traflic re~
flector buttons (the moct southeasterly to be a doudle row) from each
zide of the traffic 4sland to a point on the opposite side of the
tracks should be installed. The exicting wigwag signal will not bde
moved, out a second wigwag 1s proposed on the southeast curb line of
Castro Strecot southwest of the tracks. It iz proposed to install wpon
the tralffic island an "R 7 R" z2ign, bearing the woxrds "Keep to the
right.”

After a roview of the record, it appoarc that the plan
marliced Exhibitr No. 12 io much superior to any of the plans horotolore
offored and its adoption would be a decided fmprovement over {he

exrossing as 1t now oxistc,




In order to furthor safeguard vehicular traffic at thic
location, it i: rocommonded that the City of liountain View estadblisn
boulevard stops on Alma Street whoro it crosses the Hoffitt 2oulevard-
Stierlin Road intersection. |

The rocoxc Indicates that an oguitabdble distribution of
construction costs would bo Lfor Southern Pacific Company to pay thoe
cost of constructing that portion now occupied as a erossing and |
propare its tracks, including suard rall, to receive the pavemont
for the wldened portion of the croscsing; and Lfor applicant to boar
the cost of constructing the wicdened portion of the crossing, to
instell ftraffic island and refloctor dutton lines on pavemont, and
to Install second wizwag signal,

Soutaern Pacific Company chould maintain: (1) the entire
cro3sing betwoon lines two feet outside of outside rails, and (2)“
wigwag signalse

Applicant should maintain: (1) the entire c¢rossing outside
of lines two Loet outside of outside rails, and (2) the traffic
icland and traffic line buttons.

It 4s zsuggested that inm addition, trafflc lines be pointed
the pavement Iin order that traffic will follow The proper routes
approaching thelrossing.

Public convenioence and necacsity roquire the improvement
the crossing involved, a: horoinbolore outlined, and 1t will bo

0rdorot.

ORXRDER

Fublic heorings having been held and the matter bBeing
duly submittod,
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED +that the City of licuntain View,

County of Santa Clara, State of Californiz, be authorized to widez
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and alter the crossing at grade of Castro Strset (Crozsing No. E-35.9),

over the doudblo track main line of Soutihern Pacific Company, sudject

to the Tollowing conditionc:

(1)

Tho location, wiata, and grades of approach of said
crossing sholl do substantially as shown on Exhibit
No. 12, f1led in this proceeding. Said crossing shall
bo protected by two (2) wigwag signals (Standard No. 3,
Gs0. 75~A), located as shown on 321d Exhibit No. 12.
(Ome wigwag in addition +o the one now in place).

Applicant snall beaxr the coszt of: (a) ¢comstruction of the
widened portion of tho crossing, exclusive of preparing
the track to receive the paving; (b) constructing traffic
islond and reflector button lines on crossing; and (¢)
installing on? additional wizwagz signal (Standard No. 3,
G'.O. Noo 75-A -

Southern Pacific Company saall bear the cozt of: (a)
roconstructing the oxisting portion of the crossing;

and (b) preparing the track, including guard rails, to
receive thoe paving of tho widened portion of the crossing.

Applicant shall bear the coct of maintenance of: (a) that
portion of tho c¢rocsing outside of linez tweo feot ocutside
gf the outcside rails; and (b) the traffic island and traffic
uttons.

Southern Pacific Company shall bear the cost of maintenanco
of: (2) that portion of the crossing vetween lines two Zeot
outside of the outside rails; and (b) the wigwag cignals.

Applicant sholl, within thirty (3) cays thereaftor, notify
this Commission, in writing, of the completion of the altera-
vion and widening of said crossing.

the mathorization herein zgrantod shall lapse and become
void 41f not oxercised within ome year from the date hereof,
unless further time Ls granted by subsecuent order.

The Commiscion resexrves the xight to make such further oxrdexc
relative to the location, comstruction, operation, maintenance,
and protection of sald c¢rossing, as to it may seom x»ight and
proper, and tO revoxe its permission if in 1its Judgment, public
convenlence, necessity, and zafety demand such actlon.

The offective date of thic Order shall be twenty (20) days

f»om the date heroof.

Dated at San Francisco, Californfa, this /J % day of

September, 1937,

o 4 R

Commicsioners. //




