DRIGINAL

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMYISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFOENIA.

Docision No.

In the Latter of the Applicatiorn of SAN
DIEGO COUNTY, CALIFPORNIA, to establish a
road c¢crossing over the 3aa Diego and
Arizona Easterm Rallway Company's tracks
at San Diego Avemue, Lemon Grove, Calli-
fornia,

Application No. 21121,

e S Nt Mt N N N A

Thos. Waelan, Distrlict Attorx
We Ao Glon, Chlef Doputy Pstrict attorney,
for Applicant,

Gray, Cory, Ames & Driscoll, by E. A. Valters,

for San Dieogo & Arizomae Hastora Rallway Coxmpany,
Frotestant.

Be Seymour, Lor Spring Valley and Lemon Grove
Chamberz of Commerce, Interested Fartioes.

BY THE COMMISSION:
QZIEI02

In the above entitled application, the Comnission 1=
askod to moke its order granting the Cownty of San Dliego authorily
to construct San Diego Avenuo at grade across the tracks of the
San Diego & Arizone Basterm Rallway Company ia the unincorporatod
town of Lenmon Grove.

A public hearing was conducted Iin this matter by Examiner
Hunter at San Diogo on August 19, 1937, at which time the matter
was taken uwader submission.

The grade crossing involved heroein Is part of & major
highway improvemont of tho main State highway artery detwoen San
Diego and £l Centro, vis Campo Road to the east of Lemon Grove.

This improvement consists of a realignment of a section of the
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State nighway Irom the proposed grade croz3ing eastwerd, a diztance
of about .6 of o mile. Thne aligoment of that soction of the preosent
nighway which 1s to be roplaced by proposed new road involves rather
sharp curves and wadulating grades waich roduce +the sight distarce
mch below the State highway steandards as they are now adopted. The
project involves the construction of approximatoly 3,200 feet of new
highway having a right of way width of 80 feos with a 36-200t oiled
ariveway. Thic new »oad 13 a contimuation ir an ecasterly direction
of San Diego Avemue, which now terminates ot the »ailvoad. San
Diego Avenue, in turn, 1s an oxtension of Sroadway, one of the main
east and weost nighways of the City of San Diego. The County of San

Diego plans to comstruct this mew highway on State highway standards

and upon Its completion turn 1t over to the Dopartment &= one of

the State system, and at that time the existing section of the State
highway which is to be »eplaced by this new one, will be changed
from 1ts State status to that of & county road.

Exnibits 1, 2, and 3 are statements taken from the mimites
of the Board of Supervisors at its regular meetings during the £ixs
throe monthz of 1937, which show that the 3ocard has determined to
proceod with the streot extension to the east of the »ailroad, whica
iz referred to above, and has instructed the County Surveyor to
procesd with the acquisition of the mocessary »izht of way for this
new highway. The record shows, aowever, that although the survey
(No. 503) and plans bave been comploted, the final steps in acquire-
ing this property awalt. the determination of thisz application, as
the proposed nizhway Iimprovement could not be consurmatod unless the
application 1s granted and the propozed crossing comstructed.

It appears that the proposed highway extension will afford

a direct and coavenlient outlet to a2 mumbor of subdivisions 1in +hi:z
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district which aro now being devoloped with new homos.

Tho granting of this application was urged Dy many
rosidents and organizations ixn the district. The District
Engineer of the State Department of Pudlic Works, Division of
Highways, testified that the County and State were in agrooment
as to how the work should be performed and that upon completion

L the now section of highway, it was planned to abzorb it 2s
Part of the State highway system in this district in lieu of the

sectlon it roplaces. The record shows that the State haz agreed

to contrivute $3,000 toward the cost of constructing thoe proposed

grade crossing.

The rallroad tracks Involved are the main 1ino (single
track), and siding of the Som Diego & Arizona Eastern Railway
Company's Lakeside Zranch. Tho mormal rail operation over this
track is throe round trips a woek. Thesze traias ﬁsually conaist
of sbout six freoight cars and travel at the »ate of from 15 +o 25
milos por hour in the vicinity of the Proposel, ¢crossing. Thore
1s no passengor cervice Sn thiz braunck lino. The rocord chows
taat the view at the proposed crozsing 4s seriously impaired oy a
numbor of buildinss located z2djacont o the track.

Tho granting of this application 413 opposed by tho San
Diego & Arizona Lastern Rallway Company on the following grounds:

l. Iublic roquiroments for accoss over the railroad
~aloroasonadly met By the oxisting grade c¢ross-
ings adjacont %o the one proposed noroin, one
oeing located approximately 700 feet to the north
(Yorth Avemie), which is the prozent State nighway
¢rocsling, cad the othor located 300 feot to the
south (Golden Avenue), waica i3 more or less of
a loeal strecet.

irafflc is comparatively light and does mot justify
ineroasing the mumbor of grade crossings st lemon
TOvVe, a3 each new grade crozsling consitutes an
additional aszard.




3. DPublic benofits vhich will rosult from the
construction of the propozed crossing do not
justify the exponsoe of constructing zcawe,
ectimated at $8,000.

Tahe Couvnty has not securod the necessary »ight
of way to the east of the >ailroad to complete the
propoced aighway oxtonsion, of which the grade
crossing invelved horein 1: a necessary part.
The application was denled by the Cormission by
its Doclsion No. 20057, dated July 17, 1928, in
Application No. 14550, and kigeway tralfic con-
ditions have not changed sudsequent to that time.
‘he railroad company further urge® that 1f the crossing
iz authorized, no portion of the exponse saould ve assessed to it.
In woigking the evidence in this record, the conclucion
19 roacked that the puvlic convenlence walch would obtain, and tho
nocessivy for this crossing, outweigh the objoctions ralsed to 1ts

ostablishment. In reacning this conclusion due conmsideration has

been givern to tho fact that this 1s an wnixmportant reilrcad Lrom &

troffic standpoint, and on the other nand, the proposed crossing
will form o part of a mejor improvezeant in an Lxportant alighway
artery sorving the southern part ¢f this State. Ihis record iz
entirely differont Lfrom that upon which said Decizion No. 20057 was
based, to the effect thet no plan was offered ot that time To oxtend
Saﬁ Diego Avemumo o the east of The railroad, as ls now proposod as
part of the State nighway. From the evidence it 13 reasonadble to
assume that over 1,000 vehicles will pass over the proposed crossing
per day upon the completion of the new sectlon of highway, of which
this crossing 1s a part. To deny this volume of traffic the >ight
to enjoy such an improved alighway because ol the fact 1t involves
the grade crossing which has been discussed, does not appear o de
in public interest. The application will, therofore, bo grantod.
The record shows there are a number of existing grade
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crossings ovor tho railroad to the south of the ome proposed horein,
Lor which thero 1s practically no public or private need - roference

1s made particulsarly to Crozsings Nos. 36D=9.3, I6D0-9.5, and 36D=9.9.

Since the c¢losing of these crossings ic not o mattor within tho scope

of thisc application or rocord, thic order will not direct tho closing
of any of these grade crossings. The Commisslon does, however, in
the intercst of reducing hazard to both highway and rail traffic by
elimination of unnecessary grade ¢rossings, urge that the County of
San Dlege snd the San Diego & Arizona Eastern Rallway Company give
consideration to the matter of closing these crossings by mutual
consent.

O2DER

A public hoaring having been held in the above entitled
proceeding, and the matior being now realdy for decision,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED fthat the County of San Diozo, State
of Californla, iz horoby sutaorized to construct San Diego Avenue
at grade across tho track of tke San biego & Arizona EBasternm Railway
Company's Lakeside Branch, at the location more particularly doscribed
in the application and a3 shown oy the map (Exaivit "A") attached
thereto, subject Lo the Lollowing conditions and not otherwise:

(1) Thne above crossing snall be icentified as Crossing
No. 36D=10.5.

(2) Tne entire expence of constructing the crozsing snall
be vorne by applicant. The cost of meintensnce of that
portion of said ¢rossing outside of limes two (2) foet
outside of the outside »ails shall be borae by appli-
cant. The maintenance of that portion of the crossing
betweer lines two (2) feot outside of the outside rails
shall bo borne by the San DLioego and Arizona Eastern
Railway Company. No portion of tho cost herein asszessed
to applicant for the construction or maintenance of said
croscing skall be assessed by applicant, in any manner
whatsoover, to the operative proporty of San Diego and
Arizona Easterm Railway Company. Said rallroad company
shall perform all actual work of constructing tho Crocs~
inswbetwoen lines two (2) feet ocutzide of the outside
ralls.




(3) Tho crossing shall be comstructed of a width
of not less than thirty-six (36) feet and st
an angle of ninety (90) degrees to tho rallrosd
and witk grodes of approacn 1ot greater than four
(4) per cent; shall be comstructed egual or
superior to type shown a2 Standard No, 2 in our
General Orde» 0. 72; and snall in every way be
mode suitable for the passage theroon of vehicles
and other road trallic.

The crossing shall be comatructed with an -
obatructed view, or provided with an antomatic
signal, the type of which shall bo selected from
tac atandaxrds of the Commicaion'z Goneral (rder
No. 75~A. Applicont may determine waich of these
two means of reducing hazard at the crossing shall
be provided. Iy the term "unobstructed view" i1s
moant thaty from any point along the coenter line
oL San Diego Avernmue, extended east, between the west
3lde of Railroad Averue and tho east side of Imperial
Avenue, thore chall de an unobstructed view of not
less than 400 feot of the maln line track to both
the north and tho zoutk. Ia addition to tho above,
tho crossing saall bo protected by o Standard No. 1
§roa$éng sizn, as spocified in our General Order

Qe "A.

Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days thercafter,
notily this Commission, In writing, of tho completion
of the dnstallation of said crossing, and of 1ts com~
pliance with the conditions hereof.

Tho aubthorization herein granted shall lapse and
bocome void 1L not exercised within ono (1) yoar
Irox the date horoof, unless further time 1s granted
Dy subszequent order.

Tne Commiszion resorves the right to make such furthor
orders rolative to the location, construction, opoeras-
vion, maintenance and protection of said crossing as
to 4t may seex rigat and proper, and to rovoke its
permission if, in 1ts judgment, public convenience
and necessity demand such actlion.

The authority herein granted shall become effective twenty
(20) days from the date hereof.

&
Dated at San Francisco, Cel ifornis, this /< éay o

Septombor, 1937.

/@Lc., A / /:j‘-/’:—-&—c.
*'5ommissibger o //




