
Decision No. 

In the matter or the a~9l1cat10n 
ot PA.CIrIC ~ A..."W r.l.ZCTlUC CO~.A.A"Y, 
a corporation, tor an order ot the 
Railroad .Commission or tho State ot 
Calitol"nia, granting to appliea:c.t 
a certiricate ot pu~11c convenience 
and necessit,r, to exercise the right, 
priVilege and franchise gr~ted to 
app11ce.::lt 'by Ordine.uce No. 293 ot 
the City Council o~ the City or 
Sebastopol, County or Sonoma, State 
ot Calitonli e.. 
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-------------------------------) 
R. W. DuVal t'or Appllca~:t. 

WAEEFn.'LD, COMMISSIONER: 

OPINION 
---~- .... .-. ... 

In this application, ?acitic Gas and :Electric Co:o~any 

asks ror e. certitieate 0: public convenience and necessity e.u-

tllorizing it to oxercize t~ :!'1tty (50) yee.r trancb.is e g:t"8llted 

to it by Ordinance No. 293 ot the City Council ot the City 0: 
Sebastopol, County or Sonoma, ad.opted on ~ovO:lber 2, 1936, a. CC'fIY' 

or which is marked. Exhibit "A." end attached to and made a pert 

or the ap~11c~tion. 
Pu.'b11e hearing was :o.el6. on tllis matter at San Franc1sco~ 

Cal1torn1a, on ~pr1l 28, 1957. No o::.e appeared to protest the 

granting or the applieation. 
Ev1~enee introduee~ b~ ap~l1eant establishes the !e.cts 

that tor ~ore than thirty-t1ve (35) years last past a~p11cant or i~$ 

~redeeeCSor$ in 1nto=e~~ ~ve been turni~hing electric service to 

said City or Sebastopol, and its 1n:c.e."oite.nts, 'U:lder and :P'Ursuant 

1. 



to the rr~chize granted bY' Sec'tion 19 or Article XI or 'the Consti-

tution or the State or Cali~ornie. e.s it existed from 1885 to Octo-

ber 10, 1911, and under and. pursuant to the general county fran-
chiae gr~'ted ~o a~~11c~t's predeeo3sor, Clear lake Eloe~rie Power 

Company, by Ordinance No. 4r4 or the Board ot SUl'erv1sors ot the 

County or Sonoma, ado~ted Juno 8, l899 e.:.d exp1ri~ cT1mc 8, 194~ 

. and the t:rancbises gre:o.ted 'by the toUowi:g o:rdi::.ences or the City 

or Sebastopol: 

Ordinance 
Number Ado'Oted 

54 .April a, l~04 
Unnumbered June 6, 1905 

l48 June ll, 1910 

Eroiring Grantee 

Apr1~ 8, ~929 G. Yo!. Swa1ll 
June 6, 1955 Sebastopol Light, 

Power and Water CO. 
June 26, 1960 John E .. Be:cnett 

and that appl1ce:lt is now ro.r:o.13hing such service in suostant1e.l1y 

all parts ot the CitY'; that no perso!l., tim, or corporation other 

than applicant is now engaged 1ll the public utility bus1ness o~ 

turnish1ns electricity in said city; end that present and tuture 
public convenience and necess1tY' require and will reqw.re that ap-

plicant exercise the franchise granted by said. O:-dinauce No. 293, 

in order that al'p11eant may cont~ue to turnisb. electr1c1t,r to said 

city and its inhabitants an~, further, in order that applicant may 

quality its tirst end retund~ mortgage bonds as legal investments 

tor ~vings 'ba.:lks end trust tuno.s in certain states. 

It appears trom the eVidence that the laws ot the State 

o~ New York pe:rmi t illvest:::le::lts oy se:vi:lgs ba.::kS in the bonds ot gas 

and elect~ic corporations prov1~ed, among other things, that Wsueh 

cOrPoration shall have all trancllises necessar.1 to operate 1n ter.ri-.. 
tory ill which at least seve nty-:t' 1 ve (75) pOl" centum or it s gross tc.-

come is eernel!, which trench1ses shall either 'be 1nd.eterminate per-

mits or agreements with, or sUbject to the jurisdiction or a public 

service commission or other duli constituted regulator,y body, or 

shall exto:lQ. at least !1'V'e (5) years beyond the maturity ot such 

"oonds, ***w a::lcl. tb.e.t the statutes 0: other states conte.1n s1:nilar 



provisions • .a.'bi11ty to comply with these ste:cutory proVisiollS 

materiallj" tls$izts the app11ca:o.t in selling its secu::"1t1os and 

the grant1~ ot this application is o~e ste~ in the a~p~ieant'$ 

progran:. or que.litying its bonds under theso laws. Other 8.:91'l1ce-

tiOll3 1llvolvi:o.e; other areas 1::. which al'pliee.nt is render1Dg ser-

Vice ar~ now :pend1~ betore the Co~ss1on. 

Applicant has stipulated that it, 1t3 successors or 

assigns, Will never cle.1: botora the Comm13310::l) or e:riY court 

or public body, eJlY' value tor said franchise granted by Ord1:t3Jlce 

No. 29Z 1n excess ot: thE> actual coze thereot, ~ ... b1cb. cost 'WaS 

Two E'Wldred Eleven e.nd 50/100 !>ollars ($211.50), excl1ls1 va or the 

~~t'Y' Dollar ($50) r 1l1:l.g teo. 
It appears tba.t this 8.:!?:91!cation should be gre.:,ted., end 

I reco~end ~b.e ~ollo.~ torm or order: 

ORDER ... ~ -- ........ 
Pacit1c Gas and Electric Compa:c.y having asked the Com-

=1esion tor a certificate or pnblic convenience and necessity, as 

described in the opinion above, public hearing having been held, . 
the matter be~ ~bm1tted end ready tor deCiSion, 

IT IS EEIaBY OADE.P3D tbat a. ce:-t1ticate or public con-

venience and neces5ity, authorizing the exercise by Pacitie Gas 

and Elcct!"ic Cor.par.y or the right 8!l.d. 1':'i vilege under the tl'enchise 

granted to it by Ordin~ce No. 293 ot the said City ot Sebasto,ol, 

County or Sonoma, as set !ortb. end described in Exhibit ~A" ot the 

o..p:pl1cation herein, be and it is b.ereby granted to al'Pl1 cant. 

The ett'ect.ive date or tllis order is the date hereor. 

A Datod at Sen. Francisco, Cal~o~1e., the 2=""'rday' of 

__ .l:M;;;.~~","Z_· _-__ , 1937. 
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