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Decision No. '\ .. < .. : '- to 

BEFORE TE-t:: RAILRO.A!l ccwaSSION OF THE STk.'rE OF C.ALIFOlTh"I.A. 

) 
In the !~ttc~ of the A,plication ) 
ot C. W. Browning, owner ot the ) 
Blchgrove Water Company, to d1s- ) Application No. 21196. 
continue operation of utl1ity. ) 

--------------------------) 
.John Preston King, for Ap:p11cant. 

BY TEE COwaSSION: 

OPINION --------
I!l this proeeedlllg C. W., Erown1ng asks tor authority to dis-

contin~. p~b11e ut1l1ty water service in the unincorporated t~ 

ot Richgrove, Tula~e County. Applicant alleges he is operating 

the system at a net loss ot Three- liun~red and Forty Dollera 

($340.00) per year and is unable !1nane1elly and physically to 

continue in the b~51neS8 • 
.It.. po.'bl~.c hearing in this matter was held. betore Eraminer 

C. C. Brown in Richgrove •• 
Fro~ the evidence it appears that the tar.nslte ot Richgrove 

was subdiv1ded in 1909 by Richgrove Development Company whlch 

installed a well, pump1ng p13nt end distributing ma1ns to a1d in 

the sale o! real estate. Thereatter, the water system was ac-

~Uired by applicant c. W. Browning, wno has supplied the residents 

o~ ~chg~ove ror ~ever~l years last past. Bowever, the projeot 
was never 8 success end there remain at the present time but roar 

residenees, 8 small hotel, a pac~ng ~lent and a ~ohoo2. Dar~ng 

the past year the local school board drilled a well to supply the 

1. 



grammar school ana. the ~ck1ng plant developed 1 ts own we.ter supply 

trom a different source. The loss ot revenue trom ~hese two eon-

8UJ:lerS amounts to about Two Eunc.red and Ten Dollars (~210.00) per 

year, leaving the total gros~ eern:ngs trom present consumers ~ree 

Hundred Dollars ($300.00) per year. 
The test1mony indicates that the cost or operation under 

present condit1ons amounts to Five Hundred and Eighty-Two Dollars 

($582.00} per annum, including depreciat1on. From the evidence it 

appears that there is no prospect ot obta1n1ng additional customers 

to provide su.~1c1ent money to operate this plant even at the bare 

out-ot-pocket cost~ The rema1n1ng consucers will be able to obtain 

water service tr~ the peck1ng plant owned by ~asm1ne Citrus Assoc1a-

~1011 whlch 1s already connected to the water works owned. by ur. 

Brown1ng. Under the ciroumstances it is ev1dent ~at a~p11eant 

should be allowed to discontinue service upon gl vi:::.g his COllStUllera 

a reasollable t~e in wh1ch to arrange with the above ASGociat1on 

tor water serv1ce. 

Application as entitled ebove hav1ng been tlled with this 

COmmiss1on, e :public hearing !leviI:.5 been held thereon, the matter 

hav1n6 been submitted and the Commission being n~ rully advised 

1n the premises, now, therefore, 
IT IS HEREBY OPJ)EB.ED tl:.e,'c C. W. Brown1ng be and he 1s hereby 

authorized to d1scontinue all public utility water service in the 

to~site of Richgrove, Tulare County, California, on the 15th dey 

ot Dec~ber, 193?, subject to the tollowing ter.ms and condit10ns: 

1. Within ten (10) deY5 trom and atter the 
date or this Order, C. W. Browning shall 



notlty each consumer nowbelng 3upp11ed 
With water ot h1s intent10n to discon-
tinue all pub11c utility weter ~erv1ce 
on the l5t~ day ot Decembe~, 19~7. 

2. On or betore the 15th day of December, 
1937, C. W. Browning shall not1ty ~1. 
Commiss1on in writing that he has com-
plied with the terms and conditions 88 
set tort~ in Paragraph 1 above. 

For all other purposes the ettective date or thiS Order shall 

be twenty (20) days from and after the date hereot. 

Dated at San Francisco, Ca1:i.tomia, this IJ-&:- day or 

November, 1937. 


