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Decision No. ' o~ ¢

BEFORZ TEE RAILROAD CQMNMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

)
In the Natter of the Appliceation )
of C. W. Browning, ownexr of the )
Richgrove Water Company, to dis- ) Applicatior No. 21196.
continue operation or utilitye. 3

John Preston King, for Applicant.

BY THE COMMISSION:
OPINION

In this proceeding C. W. Drowning asks for authority to dis-
continue public utility water service ir the unincorporated town
of Richgrove, Tulare County. Applicant alleges he 1s operating
the system at & net loss of Three Huncred and Foriy Dollers
($440.00) per year end is vneble finencislly and physicelly to
continue in the businesse

i pudblic hearing ir this metter was held before Examiner
C. Co. Brown in Richgrove.

From the eviderce 1t appears that the tornsite of Richgrove
was subdivided in 1909 by Richgrove Development Company whick
installed & well, pumping plant end distriduting meirps to aid in
the sale of reasl estate. Theresfter, the water system was ace

quired by epplicant C. W. Browning, who has supplied tke residents

of Richgrove for severcl years last past. However, the project
wes never a2 success and there remeir at the present time but four

residences, & small hotel, a packing plant and & school. During

tte psst year the locel school bosrd drilled & well to supply the




grammar school and the packing plent developed its own weter supply
rrom a éifrferent source. The loss of revenue from these 1wWo cone
sumers amountes to about Two Eundred end Ter Dollars ($210.00) per

year, leaving the total gross esrnings Irom present consumers Three

Eundred Dollars ($300.00) per yeers

The testimony indicetes that the cost of operation under

present conditiors amounts to Five Hundred and Eighty-Two Dollars
($582.00) per ennmum, including depreciations From the evidence 1t
appears that there is no prospect of obtaining edditional customers
to provide surticlent money to opercte this plant evern at the dare
out-or-pocket coste The remainirg consumers will be able to obtain
water service from the packing plant owned by Jesmire Citrus Associa-
tion whick is alresdy connected %o the water works owned by Mr.
Browninge Under the circumstances i1t i1s evident that applicent
should be allowed to discontinuc service upon givirzg his consumers

8 reasomedble time in whick to arrange with the above Assoclation

Tor water services

Application as entitleé gbove having been Iiled with this
Commissior, & pudlic hearing heving been held thereon, the matier
having been submitted and the Commission being nox fully edvised
in the premises, now, therefore,

IT IS EEREEY ORDERED tkat C. W. Browning be and he is hereby
authorized to discontinue &ll pudlic utility watexr service in the
tovnsite orf Richgrove, Tulare County, Calirfornie, on the 15th day
of December, 1937, subject to the Tollowing terms and conditions:

le Withir ten (10) deys from and after the
date of this Order, C. ¥. Erowning shall




notify each consumer Row dbeing supplied
with water of his intention t¢ discon-
tinue all public utility weter service
on the 15tk day of December, 1937e

On or be*ore the 15%b day of December,
1337, C. W. Browning shall notify this
CQmm1 sion iz writing thet he has com-
plied with tke terms and conditions as
set fortk in Paragraph 1 above.

For ell other purposes the erfective date or this Order shall

ve twerty (20) days from and srter the date hereofs
Deted et San Francisco, California, this g\/1" dey of

e W

Novenber, 1937.
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