Decision No.

BEFORE THEE RAILRQCAD COMNMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the katter of the Application of
GODIFREY A. KING for a certificate of
public convonionce and necesslity to
operate a sightseeing service for
passengers and thelr baggage from Los
Angeles as the polnt of orlgin to Loc
Angeles as the point of destination, via
Saugus, Mojave, Lone Pine, Keeler,

Stove Pipe Wells and Fwrmeace Creek Inn,
and Intermedicte points.

application
No. 21521,
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WILLIAM A. SEERWIN, for Applicant

FARIES AND LcDOWELL by leIntyre Farles,
for Tanner liotor Tours, Ltd., Protestant.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

By this spplication Godfrey A. Xing, an Individuzl, seeks

certificate of public convenicnce and necessity to estavlish and

operate a comxmon carrier sightsecing service for the transportatlon
of passengers anC thelr baggage from Los Angeles as polint of origin,
to Los Angeles as point of destination, via Saugus, liojave, Lone
Pine, ZXeeler, Stove Plpe Viells, Furnzce Creek Inn and Iintermedisate
poirts and from Lone 2ine eag polnt of origin to Lone Pire as point
of destination via Xeeler, Stove 2PIlpo Vells and urnace Creek Inn.

A public hearing in thls matter was conducted by Examiner
MeGettigan at Los Angeles on Novexber 30, 1837, at which time the
matter was submitted and iIs now reacy for declcsion.

The granting of the Iinstant application was protested by
Tanner Motor Tours, Lid.

Testlifying Iin his own bekall, applicant XKing stated that
ke had been engaged In tke travel agency dbusiness for eleven yeers

in Loz Angcles; that ne was formerly licensed by the Commiss




a lotor Corrier Trensportation Agent and that he nondled the sale
of transportation for sairlincs, steamshlip lines and major bus lines.

Applicant pfoposes no local Intermediate sorvice between
terminl but desires to confine his operations solely to the opera-
tion of a sightseelng service from Los Angeles &= a polnt of origin
and destination and from Lone Pine as & point of origin and
destination.

Applicant proposes to use & 1936 Packard Sedan with
addlitional eguipment to be obtained as needed end proposes a charge
of $30 (transportaﬁion only) on hls Los Angeles to Los Angeles tour
and o charge of $7.50 (transportetion only) for the towr from Lone
Pine to Lone Pine., The entire trip vill consume approximately
threo days with a one-nizht stop-over at eltker Stove Pipe Wells
Hotel or Furnace Creck Inn; and the mileage to be opeorated, including
two hundred miles to points of interest in the Valley iLtself, Is
estimated at cpproximately 832 miles. Ix. Xing Intends to spend the
second day of the trip In touring voints of interest in Death Valley
at no extra charge and stated that he nad applied for suthority (as
yot rnot granted) to enter Death Valley National MNonument. The
"Lono Pine Towr" is contingent upon on agreement with Inland Stages,
detalils of which were not forthcoming.

Supporting nis request applicant stated that a new road
nad veen opened from Lone Pine east to Xeeler, Stove Pipe Wells and
Furnace Creek Inn and intermediaste points affording 2 shorter and
more cirect roubte to the decert country. Ee further testified that
1t was nic Intentlion to provide o service within reach of persons
of average mcans and contended that the prosently conducted tours of
Death Valley from Los Angeles s carrled on by protestant, Tanner
Jotor Yours, Ltd., were too expensive. Ee subnitted thet his service
did not embrace an all-expense tour but added that he proposed to
ostablish such an operation at o later date. IHe mairtasins no hotel

ternminals and no dbus terminals dbut did state that he proposed to
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pick up pazsengers at both the Hollywood Roosevelt and Hollywood
Plaza Hotels. ZHe likewise has no agents at the present time but
thought that with his contacts as a transportation agency he
could and would make sufficlent arrangements through card and
folder advertising to handle any buslness offered to him. e
stated further that ¢ had had a number of regquests for the tour
proposed and furthex belleved thet an operatlion such as outlined
in als appllcation via the new highway referred 1o, was more
sconlc and more convenlent than the older route now traversed.
Applicant testifled that he did not Intend to give up hls travel
agency dbusiness dbut stated that Inasmuck as the demands on his time
in that partlcular dbusiness were considerably less during the pro-
nosed tour season in Death Valley, ne could devote the greater pard
of nis efforts to the sightséeing business. When queried as to the
use he proposed to make of his ecuipment during the time when ke was
not obliged to conduct his contemplated sightseeing service, he
testified taat he would lease his equipment to other operators. ZIZe
stated that Tanner wotor Tours, Lid. wnhose transportation he had
sold, had used the particular car named iz nris applicatlon.

service ag proposed by applicant is to be sea-
sonal In nature and will bhe operated from approximately November to
Maren; will Yo operated "on call® for a minimum of three passengers
and the fare for the trip will Include one-~way taxlicabd fare from
Los Angeles points within a radius of two miles Irom 2ls depot at
521 South Spring Street.

His tour experience embraced the organizing and
conducting of charter tours principally and trhe record is not
Indicative that the applicant Is an experlenced operator.

G. X. Bennett, testifying in favor of applicant,
stated that e was part owaner and manager of the Stove Pipe Wells
Hotel in Deata Valley since July, 1936; that ne had nad requests for

8 service such as proposed by applicont; tkat between 1933 and 1936
the number of visitors to the Valley had increased Ifrom 7,000 *to
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50,000; and that the prospect for the coming season was 75,000
persons. His season of operation, he stated, 1s from approximately
Novenber to Xarch of each year. IZe testified that Tamner lotor
Tours, Ltd. passed his hotel but thal he recelved no patronage.
Mrs. C. H. Forsyth of Los Angeles, appearing in behalf
of applicant, testified that she was a hotel representative and had
contacts on benalf of some 154 travel agencies and included in her
list of haotels, Santz laria Inn, Sir Francls Drake, Bellevuo, and
others, as well as the Stove fipe Wells Hotel. Ske stated that
she had had requests for the type of service proposed by appllcant;
and requests from school tesachers for such service. She believed
that the granting of the current application would be In the public

interest. lirs. Forsyth tostilled that skhe had formerly managed the

a
Peck-Judah Travel Bureauw at 749 Soutk HIll Stroet and had repre-

sented the Elchbaux Motor Tours to Death Valley up watil ebout 1930.
These tours she testlified, operateld twice a week for two passengers
or more. Seans of six-passenger capaclity were used and a charge
£ $60 was assessed for o four-day all-expense-tour to Death Valley.

H. C. Collins, of 607 South Spring Street also in tke
travel bureau business, testifled that e had requests for sightsee-
ing tours such 23 proposed by applicant and furtier believed that
the price of Tanner Tours were too high and that he belleved people
would patronize a lower rate tour. Ie furthor stated that he had
lost four "prospects" for that one reason and that he had had from
elght to ten requosts for sighatseelng tours of the type proposed by
applicant within the last three weoks. XHe stated further that he
had been in dusiness since 1917 and was formerly employcd by the
Pickwlek Stoges Company. Ee testifled that he believed that the new
roed had contributed to the demand for service.

Zoth applicant Xing and witness Collins, when advised that

Tanner Zotor Tours operated a four-Cay transportatior-only touwr to




Death Valley for 425 (subsequently ralsed to i35 under Commission

authority) stated that in their business they had never heard of

such a touwr and did not kxnow that such & tour was Opérated or avallable,
ir. Glonn C. Lair, represonting protestant, Tanxer liotor

Tours, Ltd., testifled that hls company operated a four-day elther

all-expense or transportation-only tour to Death Valley and polints

of interest, leaving Los Angeles, Tuesday atﬂS:OO o'clock AL, and
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covering epproximetely eligot huncred miles;  thet they had operzted
this tour for the past three years vis San Zernardino, Barstow,
Baker and Death Valley Junction. This is a seasonal zervice from
November lst to April 30tkh. Ee further testified that Tanner lMotor
Tours, Ltd. statiormed cars and drivers In Death Valley and main-
tained a represexntative at urnace Creek Inn; that sightseeing
operations ac conducted by 2is company Into Death Valley have been
conductel at a conslidorable loss and that ample facllitles were
avallable to handle a far greater numoer of tourists than had yet
prosented themselves. o was of the opinion that the majority of
visltors used thelir own cars.

Testifying as to equipment, ix. Lalr stated that his
company used seven-passenger Cadlllacs and Packards and also had
one specially bullt White fourtoon-passenger bus used exclusively
for Death Valley towrs and principally for operations within the
Notional ionument tarougn wolch Tanner Tours were authorized to
operate.

A coreful review of the record in this proceeding leads
to the concluslion that anplicant has little save the desire to
establish the sightsceing service he nroposes; that Tanner wotoer
Tours, Ltd., has operated a sightseeing service zimilar In character

to that proposed by applicant for the past several years at a fare

Exhibit No. L = Tanner-~Gray Line Tariflf Folder.
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of $25 (lneroased to $535 by Decision No. 30332, dateld November 15,
1937,) whlch service has decn conducted at a loss for the past
throe years and that for the most important parts of thls service,
points of Interest In Death Valley and points of origin Iin Los
Angeles, ke would Pe in direct competition wlith Tanmer Motor Tours,
'Ltd., which lhas mointalined omple ecquipment within the Valley itself,
has renderced plickup anddelivery of passengers to tkelr hotels ab
point of origin and nas malntalned ticket purchasing depots.

I% appears that applicant nas only ono definlte contact,
that with the Stove Pipe Wells Hotel; that nre has no organization
for the purpose of securing patronage for the proposed sightseeling
service; thet he has no authority to serve Deatza Valley Natlonal
Monument, whlich Includes the zmeost iLmporvant points of interest In
the wvalley, and that tae record Ls not conclusive a3 to the relatlive
merits of the new route to ve itraversed as compared with the old.

Applicant dicd not Introduce any evidence az to anticinated
revenues nor any detall of the cost of operating the proposed

' service, so that It 1s Impossidle Lo state whether or not the sighit-
seelng service proposed would Ve a financlial success.

Based on the record herein, we are of the opinlon taat

pplicant nas falled to sustain the odurden of proof necessiry 4o
show conclusively that public convenlence and necessity reguire
the sigatseclng sorvice proposed., VWe are also of the opinlon that
with hls present arrangezents ze could not satisfactorily render

the service proposed and that the application szould be denied.
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A public hearing having veen conducted, the matter aaving
been submitted, and the Commizslion being duly spprised of tke

facts,
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IT IS ZEREZY ORDERED that the above entlitled applicatlon

be and the same heredy Ls denled.

The effectlive date of this order shall be ttwenty (20) days

frox the date hereceof.

—

. “a .,
Dated at Soxn Franciseo, Calilornla, thils (.3 day of

December, 1937.

COmen LSSIONERS .




