Decision XNo.

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIZORNIA.

In the Matter of the Application of the

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES for comstructlon of

crossing on Avenue "J" - Del Sur Road - Application No. 21383
over right of way of Southern Pacific

Rallrosd Companye.

W. B. McXesson, Deputy County Counsel, for applicant.

%, W. Bobbs, for Southern Pacific Cozpanye.
BY THE COMIISSION:

OPINION.

In this proceedirng the County of Los Angeles asks for

authority to construct a crossing at grade on Avenue v (Del Sur
Road) over the tracks of Southerm Pacific Company in the unincorporated
town of Lancaster, County of Los Angeles.

A public hearing was held In this matter before Exarminer
Hall in Lancaster on November 16, 1537, at which time the matter was
submitted for determination.

The San Joaguin Valley main line of trho Southern Pacific
Company passes through the town of Lencaster in a general northerly
and southerly direction. The streets In Lancaster are generally par-
allel to and at pight angles with the rallroad. At the present time

Fhmee saet snd wedt otreets in [ancagter cross the rellroed v grade

as Lollown:
Streat Name Crossing Number Locatlion

Avenue "I% BwdCSel Yorth limits of tomn

9th Street B=d05.3 Two blocks south of Avemue
wI" (Esperaxnza Road)

10th Street Bed(0545 ome block south of 9th Street.,
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The proposed crossing 1s located approximately .5 of a
mlle south of 10th Street and at the southerly limits of the +town.
Tho main north and souwtk road is the State highway running between
Saugus and lMojave and 1s parallel to and west of the right of way
of the Southern Pacific Company in passing through Lencaster. Thils
road 1s gemerally known in that territory as Antelope Highway. The
maln buciness district of Lancaster centers around the iIntersection
of Antelope Highway and 10th Street. The ares surrounding Lancaster
i1s almost entirely sgricultural and a very large volume of alfalfe
hay 1s raised in that district. Trais hay moves largely to the Los
angeles market by truck. The entire valley surrouncing Lancaster
produces around 100,000 tons of hay, of which approximetely 60 per
cont 1s grown east of the rallroad and must be hauled across the
tracks In order to roéach Antelope Highway; At the prescnt time the
hay from the east moves gonerally elther aiong Esperanza Road or
Avenuo "X (Terra Bonita Road), located approximately one and one-
alf miles south of the ¢onter of Lancaster. A considersble amount
of thls hay moves into the town of Lancasver for milling belore it
1s seat on to thomarket, and moves aloxg an east and west road midwey
botween Esperanza Road and Del Sur Road, passing in front of the
Eighk School, vhich 1s located approximately five blocks east of the
rafilroad at the ond of 10th Streect.

The school was quite desirous of having the Del Sur Road
crossing opened, contending that this would move trafflic away
from In front of the school. It was Geveloped that this traffic
would 3t1ll pass In front of the school unless & through north and
south stroet was constructed to a comnnectlion with Del Sur Road, as
at the present time the only through north and south street 1s In
front of the school. The representative of the County stated that
1t would look favorably upon the construction o such a north and

south road at any time the citizens of Lancaster would reguecst
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such an Iixprovement.

Of the c¢rossings now existing at Iancaster, Esperanze Road
and 10th Streeot are Important and carry a considerable volume of
traffic. The 10th Street crossing connects the High School and the
Industrlal area east of the »alilroad directly with the business
district of the town located west of the railroad. Esperanza Avenue
carries a considerable amownt of local traffic as well as through
agricultural traflfic from the area Lo the east. The 9th Street
crossing 1s little used and due to its crossing of several tracks,
constitutes a considersble hazard. The varicus witnesses for
applicant steted that the 9th Street crossing should be closed,
and thet the proposed crossing, 1f constructed, should be provided
with signal protection.

Southern Pacific Company protested the granting of this
appllication on the grounds that:

l. Thore were sufficlent crossings to care for the traflflic.

2. Thzot Del Sur Roasd was rnot permenently improved east of
the railroad.

Southern Pacific Company showed that an average oI nine
passenger trains, eight freight tralns, and three helper movements
passed tkhrough Lancaster eack day and that the train movements over
the proposel c¢rossings would vary from ten to sixty miles an hour.

A roview of tho evidence indlicates that the crossing pro-
posod should be granted, provided a road comnection is bullt east of
and approximately parallel to the railroad between Dol Sur Road and

the town; that the proposed crossing ic provided with two No. 5

Wigweg signals (G. O. No. 75-A); and that the Ninth Street crossing

is closed, Tke following Order will 30 provide.




IT IS EEREZY ORDERED taet the County of Los Angeles,
3tate of California, i1s hereby authorized to construct Avemue #J7
(Del Sur Rozd) at grade across the track of Southern Pacific Company
at the location more particularly descridbed in the application and
as shown by the map (Exhivit TA") attached thereto, subject to the
following conditions and not otherwlse:

(1) The above crosaing shall be identified as
Crosaing No. B-405.1.

(2) The entire cxpense of constructing the crossing
shall be borne by applicant. Tho coct of malintenance
of that portion of sald crossing outslde of lines two
(2) feet outside of the outside rails shall be borne
by applicant. The maintenance of that portion of tne
crossing between lines two (2) feet outside of the
oubside rails shall be borne by Southern Pacific Company.

The ¢rossing shall be constructed of a wldth of not less
than tweaty-four (24) feet and at an angle of approximately
ninety (90) degrees to the railroad and with grades of
approach not greater than three (3) per cent; shall be
constructed egual or superlor to type shown as Standard

No. 2 in our Genexral Order No., 72; and shall In every way
be made sultadle for the passaze thereon of vehicles and
otrer road traffic.

Two Standard No., 3 wigwags, a3 specifled In Genoral Order
No. 75=A, ghall be installed at the sole expense of appli-
cant. Thelr maintonance thercafter shall be dorme by
Southern Pacific Company.

The autnority herein granted is subject to the express
condition that applicant shall comstruct and open to public
use and travel & coznecting road between Del Sur Road anad
10th Street, east of the rallroad right of way, prior %o

or coacurrently with the constructlion and opening of sald
erossing Noe. B=405.1.

Upon completion of trhe crossing herelin authorizoed,
Crossing No. B=405.3 (Ninth Street), about 8 of a mile
north, shall be abandoned and closed.

Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days theroafter,
notify this Commission, in writling, of the completion
of the installation of said crossing and of 1ts com-
nliance with the conditlons hereof.

The authorization herein greated shall lapse and decome
void 1if not exercised within one (1) year from the date
hereof, unless further time 1s granted by subsequent order.

The Commission reserves the right to make such Ifurther
oxrders relative to the locatlion, comstruction, oporation,
maintenance and protection of sald crossing as to 1t may
seen right and prover, and to revoke 1its permission if,
in 4its judgment, pudblic convenlence and necessity demand

such action.
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The offective date of this Order shall be twenty (20)
days from the date hereof.

Dated at San PFranclsco, Calirfornia, thiz 3 “$‘-day
of Jamary, 1938.
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