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over right of ~ay of Southern Pacific ) 
Railroad Company. ) 
----------------------------------) 

w. B. McKesson, Deputy County Counsel, for applicant. 

H. W. Robbs, for Southern Pacific Co~any. 

f5'l THE COIQf.ISSION: 

OPINION - - -- - .-. ..... 

In this proceeding the co~ty of Los Angeles asks ror 

authority to construct a crossing at grade on Avenue ftJD (Del Sur 

Road) over the tracks of Southern Pacific Co~nny 1~ the unincorporated 

town of Lancaster, County or Los Angeles. 
A public hearing was held in this matter before Ex~er 

Hall in Lancaster on November 16, 1937, at which time the matter was 

submitted for determinat10~. 
The SaD Jo~qu1n V~11ey ma1n line of tho Southern Paoifio 

Co~any passes through the town of Lancaster i~ a general northerly 

and southerly d1rection. The streets in Lancaster are generally par-

allel to ~nd at right angles with the railroad. At the present time 

t~ee ~~gt snd west st~eets in Lancaster cross the ral1road at grade 
0.0 :t'oll.owo.: 

Street Name 

Avenue nI1S 

9th Street 

10th Street 

Cro5sing Number Loc~t10n 

B-405.1 North 11:a1t= of town . 
B-4.0S.z, Two blocks ::.outh of Avenue 

DID (~peran%a Road) 
B-4CS.S One block souta of 9th Street. 
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The proposed crossing is located approximately .6 or a 

mile south of 10th Street and at tho southerly l~it$ of the town. 

Tho main north a:d south road is the Stnte highway r~1ng between 

Saugus and Mojave ~d is parallel to and west of the right of way 

of the Southern Pacific Company 1n passing through Lnncaster. ~s 

road is generally knOVll'l in tr..s.t te:::-ritory as Antelope Highway. 'nle 

~in business dist:::-ict of Lancaster center~ around the 1ntersection 

of Antelope n~ghway ~~d 10th Stroet. Xhe area surrounding Lancnster 

is almost entirely agricultural ~~d a very large vol~e or alfalfa 

bAy is raised 1n that di=tr1ct. T~is hay :oves largely to the Los 

An;olos ~Arket by truck. T.he entire valley surrounding Lancaster 

produces around lOO~OOO tons of hAy~ of which approx~tely 60 per 

cent is grown east or the railroad and must be hauled across the 

tracks in order to reach Antelope Highway. At the prescnt tim¢ the 
. 

hay from the east moves gonerally either along Esperanza Road or 

Avenuo ftX" (Terra Bonita Road), located approximately one and one-

~lf miles south or the eonter ot Lancaster. A considerable amouot 

of this hay moves into the town of Lancaster ~or =ill1ng before it 

is se~t on to th~ket, and moves along an east aDd west road midway 

be~leen Esperanza Road and Del Sur Road, passing in front of the 

E:1Sh School, which is loeated o.pp:-ox1m:ltely rive blocks east of the 

railroad at t:c.e ond of 10th S.treet. 

The school was quite desirous ot bAving the Del Sur Road 

crossing opened, contending that this ~ould move traffic away 

from in tront of the school. It was cleveloped that this traffic 

would still pass in tront of the echool ~~less a through nortb and 

:outh street was con:tructed to a connoct1on with Del Sur Road, as 

at the present time the only through north and south street is in 

front of the school. The representative of the County atated that 

1t would look favorably upon the construction of such a north and 

south road at any t~e the citize~s or Lancaster would re~est 
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such an 1mprove~nt. 

or the eross1ng~ now ej~sting at LAncaster, Esperanza Road 

and lOth St~eet are ~portant and carry a considerable volume or 

traffic. The lOth Street crossiog con.~ects the High School and the 

industrial area east of the ~ailroad d1rectly wit~ the business 

district ot the town located west of the railroad. Esperanza Avenue 

carries a cODs1derable wnount of local trattic as well as through 

agricultural traftic tro~ the &rea to the east. T.he 9th Street 

crossing is little used and due to its crossing of several tracks, 

constitutes a considerable hazard. The various witnesses tor 

applicant stated that the 9th Street crossing should be closed, 

and that the proposed crOSSing, 1£ constructed, should be provided 

with signal protection. 
Southern Pacific Comp~~y ~rotested the grant~ng o~ t~s 

application on the grounds that: 

1. Thore were sufficient crossings to care ro~ the traffiC. 

2. Thnt Del Sur Road was not pe~entl~ improved east of 
the railroad. 

Southern Pacific Co=pany showed tbat an average o~ nine 

passenger train~, eight freight trains, and three helper movements 

passed through Lancaster e~ch ~y and that the train movements over 

the proposed crossing$ would vary !~om ten to sixty miles an hour. 

A review of t~e ev~dence indicates that the crossing pro-

posod should be granted, provided a road conneet~oD is built east o£ 

and ~pproy~tely pnrnllel to the railroad between Del Sur Rond and 

the town; t~t the proposed crossing is provided with tv:o No. 3 
Wigvlag Signa15 (0. O. No. 75-A); nnd that the Ninth Street crossing 

is closed. T~e ~ollow1ng Order will 30 provide. 



ORDER 

I'I' IS HEREBY OFJ)ERED that the COUIlty of Los Angeles" 
State of CQl1!orn~a~ is hereby a~thorized to construct Avenue ttJft 

(Del Sur Ro~d) at grade across the track ot Southe~D Pacific Company 

at the location ~ore particularly described in the ~ppli~ation and 

as shovm by the map (Exn10~t nAn) attache~ thereto" subject to the 

followL~o conditions and not othe~7ise: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

The above crossing shall be identi!ied as 
Cro~2L~g ~o. B-~05.1. 

The entire e~en~e of const~~ct1ng the crossing 
shall be borne by app11cs..."'lt. The coot of ma.1ntene.nce 
of that portio:l of oaid cross~g outside of lines two 
(2) teet outside of the outside rails shall be borne 
by applicant. The maintenance of that portion ot the 
crossing between lines two (2) feet outside or the 
outside ra~ls shall be bo~e by Southern Pacific Company. 

The cros~ins shAll be constructed or a width of not less 
than twe:'lty-four (24) feet e..nd at a.n angle of approx1ma.tely 
ninety (90) degrees to the railroad and with grades of 
approach not greater tbAn tr~ee (3) per cent; shall be 
constructed equal o~ superior to type shown a.s Standa.'""d 
No. 2 in our Gene~al Order No. 72; and shall 1n every way 
be made su~table tor the passage thereon ot vehieles ~~d 
other ro~d traffic. 
Two Standard No. 3 wigwags~ as speci~ied 10 General Order 
No. 75-A~ e~ll be installed at the sole expense of appli-
cant. Their maintenance the::-eai'ter shall be borne 'by 
Southern Pacific Comp~y. 

The authority herein granted is subject to the express 
condition that applicant shall construet and open to public 
use and travel a connecting road 'between Del Sur Road and 
10th Street" east ot the railroad right or way" prior to 
or con~~rrentl1 with tho construction and opening of said 
crossing No. B-406.1. 
Upon completion of the cross1ns here1n author!zod" 
Crossing No. B-405.3 (Ninth street), about .8 of a mile 
north, shall be abandoned and closed. 

Applicant shall" w1thin thirty (30) days thereafter, 
notify this Comm!ssion" ~ writ1ng, of the completion 
of the installation of said cross~g and of its co~
plinnce with the condit10ns bereo!. 

The authorization herein sranted shsll lapse and become 
void if not exercised w1thin one (1) year trom the date 
hereot" unless further time 1s granted by subsequent order. 

The CommiSSion reserves the right to ~ke such further 
orders relative to the location, constr~ct1on~ oporation, 
ma1ntenwnce and protection of said crossing aa to it may 
eeem right and prope~" and to revoke its permission if, 
1D its judgment, public convenience and necessity domand 
such action. 



• • 
'l"he of!eet1ve dn.te ot this Order 5ball be twenty (20) 

days from the date hereof. 
Dated at San Francisco, California, thi$ 3 ~ day 

or January, 1938. 

I 
Com:n1ssioners 
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