
~0.~~() Decision No •• , ti 'V V V 

) 
In the Matter ot the Ap,lication or ) 
S.AN J'OAQ,UIN ASSOCLUZD TEI:EP'.HONZ ) 
COMPA11r, a corporation, for authority ) 
to tile and make effective rates tor ) 
certain services, and to tile and. make ) 
effective uniform rules and regulatio:s. ) 
-------------------------------) 

E.-nest !ruin, for Applicant. 

RIIZY, COr~:r.ssIONER. 
OPIRION' -------

san J'oaqu~ Associated Tele~hone Comp~ in this a~:pli­

cation requests authority to tile in its ~l.n name rate schedules 

and rules and regulatio:lS for its. Fowler, Lindsay, and Reedley 

exchanges; and. to ~,ithdraw or ::ake etfective certain. schedules. 

At the heari:lg. in this ::ratter at Reedley on Decetioe::- 9, 19;7, the 

application was amended to include a request tor authority to 

purchase certain loud-ringing gongs n~l attached to its lines and 

thereafter to apply regular rates and. charges tor such service. 
Applicant proposez to tile and. make eftective rules ~d 

regu~tioIlS tor t!le three above-named exchanges which -Nill 'be 

uniform., and approach uniformity in the tYl'es or services ottered 

in the three exchanges, and to adopt- similar condi tio:c.s. under 

which the services will 'oe turnished. The more i:o.portant modifi-

cations will be discussed for the e~changes separately. 

70wler Exchange 
The boundary of the Fowler base =ate area at p=esent is 

a circle with a one mile radius. In EXb.:t"oit No.1, tiled a.t the 

hearing, i~ shown the proposed base rate area bounda....-y which 

parallels streets so as to be easily located. Nine su'burb:m sub-
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scriberz located with~ the ~resent case rate area vnll be outside 

the proposed base rate area and t~cir services and the charges 

theretor will not be affected. One suburban service subscriber 

whose locatio:c. is ''l'.1.thin the proposed base rate area may receive 

a higher grade of service at less charge. This subscriber will 

be expected to convert to a higher gr~de ot service as ot the 

effective date ot the Order. 

The adoption ot the Fowler ZXchange Service Schedule 
No • .8.-1 will result in reducing the we.ll set extension station rate 

~venty-five cents per month. The rate for an extension station 

wi thout bell would be withdrawn. One subscriber having tlw:t serv-

ice should accept the exte~ion service under the proposed schedule. 

The present suburban service schedule limits to tive 

miles or less the distance which the Company will extend its cir-

cuits and requires not less than five services tor each such ex-

tension. This condition will be eliminated in the new' schedule. 

In line with the general and approved practice, exte~ion stations 

wi th bells will not be furnished on ten-party s'llburoan lines. '.!'his 

"Ifill require the removal ot six extension bells noVl in service. 
In the present schedules there is set forth no rates or 

charee tor joint user or additional listing service. ~ese are 

services to:: which c::o.arges hav..e regularly 'been approved. The 

rates submitted in ZT..hi"oit No. 2 tor this service appear to be rea-

sonable. 
At present the installation charge tor an ordina-~ ex-

tension bell is $1.25. The Co~anr :pro~oses to increase this 

charge to $1.50. This is the usual charge and its adoptio:::l here 

will not affect any present subscri"oerTs charges tor telephone 

service. It is proposed to tile a non-recurring installation 

charge ot $1.50 and a monthly service charge or titty cents per 

month tor loud ringinG extension bells.. This charge has ·oeen 
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applied although the rates were not tiled wIth the Co.cmizsion. It 

appears that these charges are reasonable. 

ReedleI 

The Co~any,in its Schedule No. A-l, would reduce its wall 

set extension rate ~vent7-tive cents per month. It is also pro-

posed to el~~jnete the rates for six-party line service in the 

Reedley exchange. There are at present twenty suoscribers to. this 

service.. Applicant will continue to otter individ.'tle.l lbo, two-

party line and tour-party line services which should allow a 

sufticient selection. In e15~;Dat~ this grade or service it is 

believed that the present siX-party line service subscribers should 

have a reasonable time in which to change to some other grade ot 

service, no new subscribers to s~-par~y line service being ac-

cepted meanwhile. 
~pplicant's present suburban service schedule contains 

the condition that the subscriber shall own and maictain at his 

expense the necessa.~ facilities from the Company's line to the 
subscriberTs instrument and the telephone and battery. TAe Co~­

PaDY desires to change this condition so that all facilities and 

e~uipment used in a suburban subscriberTs service shall be owned 

and maintained 'by the utility.. It bas gene=ally 'oeen tound by 

experience that efficient a::l.d adequate service is received by the 

public only when the utility o~ and maintains all of the property 

used in the service. This waS clearly indicated by testi!:.o:cy given 
by subscribers at the hearing relative to their poor suburb~ service. 

Those subscribers who have investment:; in tacilities and equi:pment 

used in their service should be :paid reasonable amOU:lts tor their 

Applicant desire~ to modify its tarmer line service 

schedule ~ order to bring it more in line with present day prac-
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tices in the construction ot such schedules. l~l'plican:t also :pro-

poses to wi thdra".\t the fa..."'"lller line service schedule for the Sequoia 

exchange as there are no ~rezent ser:ices furnished under this 
schedule and no ex~ected demand for cuch service. 

As there are no :nanus.l interco:m:ltmicati:lg systeIllZ U the 

Reedley area it is ~roposed to withdraw the present Exchange Serv-

ice Schedule ~o. A-8 • 

. In its supplemental equip~ent schedule the Company 
propose~ to change its installation ch~rge for extension bells 

trom actual cost to ~1.50. 7Ais is the charGe applied in other 

exchanges. The rates and charges for excess-length cords on desk 

and hand set tele~hones are proposed to be modified to limit the 
length to fifteen feet. In times past, sub:cribers have ~urchase~ 

loud-rinsine gongs and connected the~ to applicant's lines without 

the payment ot: rJ.1J.Y service charges. Applicant ::'equests authority 

to purchase these privately-owned gongs and tbereattcr to charge 

the filed rates tor these services. TAis action should be taken 

in order to rem.ove deviatio:::::z t::-o:::n the zchec.~les o.nd to eliminate 

discrimination. 
The COIllPe.:ny desires to ch~e the c,O:I~di ttons und.er "Ilhich 

it o:perates toll service on its Reedle7-Ge::ll;;~:al GrG.:l.t ";,,,11 li:le. 

At the :present time it is required to e$te.bliz~ toll stations on 
demand ever.:. thougb. the service is to "oe re'tY.ined only ~or a fe-'t 

days. It iz proposed that the toll age~t shall guarantee that 

the total Reed.ley~General Grant rark line charges tor toll mes-

sages originiating at a toll station on zaid line chall be not 
less tb.c.n $2.50 in each monthly billing period ·Ilith a miniJ:rroJ:l ot 

three consecutive monthly bill~ periods trom the openine ot 

the toll station. ~Ais condition is desired tor those stations 

which have toll agents. In connection ':ti th tlloze toll stations 

eztablished on the initiative of the Coro.;pany to :meet t~he general 
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~ublicfs reo.uirement~ for toll service, the con~itio~ would not 

apply. A condition designed to accomplish this p~ose of pro-

tecting the utility's reve~ue$ tor short term toll stations is 

appro~ri~te and should be made effective on a ~ondiscriminator.1 

bas:!.s. 

Lindsay 

New and revised schedules are ~ropo$ed for the Lindiay 

exc~anee in order that the charges tor se=vice in this exchange 

will be unitorm 'Wi tb. those tor si!r.ila'l'" service in the Pow-ler and 

Reedley e~changes. Z~ese cb.a:ges should not result in any in-

creased rate or cba:ge to any present subscriber. 

All EzchaDj'ics 
Applicant ~ropo$es a modification 01' i~$ Rule and Regu-

lation No. 29 to be applicable in the three exchanges herein.re-

tened to which would reduce the move. a:ld cl:.a.nge charges from 

~3.00 to $1.,50. In Rule and ~gulati9n No. 30 it is proposed to 

change the service connection charee ap~licable to initially 

este:o.lished pr~vate 'oranch exchange stations trOtl $3 • .50 to $1 • .50. 

The changes in the move and cbange c:!la::-ges and serv'ice co:onectioD. 

. charges should be ~de; but we believe they should be tiled as 

exccange service schedules for the Fowler, Reedley and Lindsay 

exchanges. 
Other modifications ot the schedulco, rules and regu-

lations proposed appear to be a~~ropriate and may be tiled as 

approved. 
I suomi t the tollovling O=de=: 

O~D'Z~ -..----
San Joa~u1n AS30ciated Telephone Co:paDY hav~ t1le~ 

its application as a:ended for authority to tile certain telephone 
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rate schedulez, rules e.:::ld regulations, a hea:ring having been held, 

The R.c.ilroad Commission of the State ot CaJ.it'ornia 

Eereby ~inds as a Fact that the rate schedules, rules and regu-

latio:J.s ot the Fowler 1 Reedley a::J.d Lindsay e:z:c:b.anges should be 

retiled in accordance with the proposal submitted ~ the appli-

cation but moditied as discussed in the Op~ion which Drecedez 

this Order. 
that San Joa~uin Associated 

Telephone Company shall: 
(1) 

(2) 

Submit to the ?e.ilroad Co:cmission tor tiling on 
or betore Februa-~ 1, 1938, effective ~~ch 1, 1938, 
a map showing the ~owle= base rate area modified as 
sh~ in ~Jlibit No.1, tiled at the hearing. 

Su'bmi t to the ?e.ilroad Commission tor tiline on or 
betore 1ebruary 1, 1938, ettective Y~rch 1, 1938, 
excllange service schedules tor the Fovtler excha.llge 
as set forth in ZYJlibit No. 2 tiled at the hearing 
and in accordance with the ~inion preceding this 
Order. 

Submit to the Railroad COmmission for tiling on or 
betore February 1, 1938, exchange service schedules 
for the Reedley exchange as set forth in Exhibit 
No. 2 tiled at the hearing and discussed in the 
Qpinion ·d~ich precedes this Order, effective ¥~ch 1, 
1938, subject to the tollovnng conditions: 

(a) 

('0 ) 

(c) 

(d) 

?resent subscribers to six-~arty line 
service shall be ell~ned to continue 
their ~resent services at present lo-
cations until June 1, 1938. 
All su"ou=ban service shall be furnished 
ove= lines and facilities ~med and 
maintained by the Telephone Company, and 
the schedules ot rates, rules and regu-
lations shall so ~rovide. 

San Joa~uin Associated Telephone Com~aZ,1 
shall on or betore A~ril 1, 1938, purchase 
at an eo.uitable ~rice the line tacl1ities 
and station equipment now ownee and used 
by present suburban service subscribers. 

san Joaquin ASsociated Telephone Company 
shall on or before April 1, 1938, purchase 
at an equitable price the privately-o-If.lle,d 
loud ringine songs nOV'l COn:lected to its 
lines and thereafter apply the rates and 
charges tor this service as set forth in 
the schedules. 
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(4) 

(6 ) 

S~bmit to the Railroa~ COmmission for tiling on 
or before Feb~-y 1, 19;8, eftective ~rch 1, 1938, 
toll service cchedules as set forth in E7Jlibit No.2 
tiled at the hearing modified as discussed in the 
Opinion ~receding this Order and as may be a~proved 
by the Commi~sion. 

SU~t to the Railroad Co~sion tor tiline on or 
before February 1, 19~8, etfective ~~ch 1, 19~8, 
rate schedule~ ~or the Lindsay exchange as set 
torth in 3xhibit No. 2 filed at the hearing. 

SU~t to the Railroad Commission for filing on or 
before February 1, 19~8, effective ~ch 1, 1938, 
schedules of rates and charges tor moves and 
changes and tor service connections tor the Fowler, 
Reedley and Lindsey excha:ges as discussed in the 
Opinion ~recedins this Order and as approved by the 
CoIllItission, and such other schedules and rules and 
regulatiOns as may be approved by tAe COmmission. 

The foregOing Opinion and Order are hereby approved 

and ordered tiled as the Opinion and Order ot the ?~ilroad Co.m-

missio~ of the State ot Calitornia. 
]'or all other P'1l:t"Posos the effective d.ate ot this· 

Order shall be twenty (20) days trom. and atter the date ;r:reot .. 

Dated at san Francisco, California, this :2f- day 

of Q 0""..-:"'<' h/ , 19;8,. 

?I I 

con:nissioners 
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